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CTi^S^ >P y >e8ah Wltis S * Wea <rf providing a. 
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•&dj»d^tny anything you ever warigta, tbf- yapccTtfi^e are cosmetics and perfumed he Inner 

i£2 ?SUSt ° n > ^ri cvcn I»P ul2r -wand Mother s Oav-as Jil a. 

KTSSt'Si «*of fadiwa du become fashioJbte 

X mu riri!- rU uSS!"* ° ^ haJ ,or when worn in different combinations. Think 

m 3VC 3 " ,nc,,Mnon •« '«■ P»«re sijle for onh a sinsk JD If, hard m 

around. Who knows—you may turn up a real fish- p * 1D 

ion gem as well as additions 10 your day-jo-d.iy Continued on page 2 
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By John Daniszewsfci 
CAIRO. Egypt—Egyptian 

. : President Hosni Mubarak- on 
Tuesday pushed Israel's;. 

Prime Minister -Benjamin 
Netanyahu to agree to wjrh-_ already 
' draw from more West Banklimaa&^Netan 
■ territory next week when _ 

Israeli and Palestinian leaden; ammuimiai't^^pien^^Vv' 
:jL) are 10 meet in London with The 90-Hiirnite-' meeting 
”’US Secretary' of State Made-; between "Mu barak and Netan- 

• leinc Albright. • i’ •. . yahn; focused on the peace 

It was the first meet-■'■: .': v ;. : 

ing in more than 
a year, between 
Netanyahu and 
Mubarak, whose 
-relationship 
been frosty, - That? 
this - .session 
occiitred at . all 
refiected the era- - 
cial phase tlto 
peace process is 
entering -in the 
next few days. 

On' Monday. 

Albright is io 
confer separately: 
with Netanyahu, 
and Palestinian 
Authority Presi--; 
dent Yasser Ara- • 
far to try .’to. win 
.-acceptance for.a • 

US proposal for.' 
a further rede¬ 
ployment - . by - 

• Israel. from the 
West Bank., 
under Israeli 
occupation- since 
ihc 1967 Middle 
East War..’ 

Egyptian For¬ 
eign 1. Minister 
Amr Moussa 
said ^Tuesday that 
the’ London 
- meeting- : would' 

[he the .! region’s 
'^"moment of truth". 


US officials in Washington 
lad week suggested it was 
shaping up as a T .make or 
break" event for .further 
American participation in the 
ft-year-old peace process. 

But ihe Israeli government, 
showing no. sign of giving in 
to ihe US proposal, has been, 
playing down the gravity of 
the meeting. 

The US plan has noi been 
unveiled by President Clinton 


tees -from- the Palestinians, "solid-. ground." • and would 
Washington wants.drif-Israeli help resume talks between 

pullback from.* further- IS IsTOeL Syria.and Lebanon, 

perceat bf Wfcst‘Bank terri-^ . After returning; to.Israel, 
Ktfy-i'Va figure : "reporto^y^-'Ntfanyahu indicated that he 
the Palcs-; ; tadtqkeri;:a tough stance,'say-- 
iu^Cab^KL' ing'Israel aione cou Id not be 
asked .to make, concessions to 
rcatb fdeaJ with the Palesrin- 
mns^.^We stretch ourselves to 
the ijmh, beyond our limit.” 
he raid. v We , rc wfHing to be 
. - • . . flexible in ' areas 

that are difficult 
for us biit...it 
cannot be that 
Israel is the only 
^onc. that is asked, 
to • make •■com- 
/ promises '. and. 
the other side is 
supposed ' to 
merely sit pretty 
and wait-, for 
those ; conces¬ 
sions to. come 
forth." . 

. Netanyahu 
_said jhe expected 
■ to be branded an 
obstacle to 
peace. “So 
what? I will do 
what I think is 
.-.’important . to 
achieve a secure 
peace, a real 
peace, a defensi¬ 
ble peace for 
■Israel.... Nothing 
will make me 
change that." 

Immediately 
after seeing off 
Netanyahu, 
Mubarak met 
with' US Assist¬ 
ant Secretary of 
State - Martin 
Indyk, who- re¬ 
emphasized the 
. importance the United 
States is putting on the Lon¬ 
don talks. "We’re very con¬ 
cerned about thd conse¬ 
quences if we do not bow 
achieve a breakthrough and 
put the process back on 
.track,” Indyk said. 

Israel has sought to down¬ 
play ihe sessions in Britain, 
•with Netanyahu saying Mon¬ 
day, “We hope' there will be 
progress, but I cannot guaran¬ 
tee that”■ 



"MyproWem, Doctor. Is .Hat jeveryqoe is after me." 


process and there -was no' 
news conference, afterward, 
reflecting ~ . their strained, 
relations. ... 

A statement issued later by . 
his office said. Mubarak had 
urged Netanyahu -“to .-deal; 
positively with the US propo¬ 
sal, because it represent the 
minimum necessary to revive- 
the peace process." Mubarak- 
also, said a positive .Israeli 
view of the . US- plan would 


hui has been widely reported put future negotiations' on a . 


in Israel and elsewhere:. In 
exchange for security guaran- 


final settlement - between 
Israel and the, Palestinians on 


LA Times-Woshington 
Post News Service 



Bathers enjoy the warm spring sunshine in a deserted Casablanca sea resort against 
the backdrop of crashing Atlantic waves. (Photo by Osama El Sheri/) 
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For some, Palestine remains a haunting memory 
drawn by their father on an old piece of wood 


By Rued A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
TODAY MAJID Sabri lights 
his 22nd candle. Of course a 
birthday party will be held for 
him, with all his friends and 
relatives in attendance. Majid, 
an only son of a Palestinian 
fighter who was killed in bat¬ 
tle when Israel invaded Leba¬ 
non in 1982. celebrates his 
birthday on the same day 
Israeli Jews celebrate the 
establishment of their slate in 
Palestine. 

But no one is toasting at 
Majid's party. There is jusr 
one candle. *‘We light this can¬ 
dle to renew our determina¬ 
tion to return home some day. 
it is my father's wish." 

Majid, a student of com¬ 
puter science at university, 
said his father left his family 
with- “just a map. drawn nn 
wood.- of Palestine from the 
river to the sea." 

Majid's house, like many of 
the tumble-down homes in ref¬ 
ugee camps in Jordan, has a 
single sentence emblazoned on 
the inside: "We will return." 

Today, as Israelis celebrate 
the establishment of their state 
50 years ago with the aid of 
the super powers, strife con¬ 
tinues to bedevil a region that 
longs for peace and stability. 

TVie Zionist movement, the 
mastermind behind the crea¬ 
tion of Israel, succeeded in the 


past 50 years in gathering 
more than lour million Jews 
from all over the world, who 
now live in Israel at the 
expense uf dispossessing mil¬ 
lions nl Palestinians of [heir 
land and • making them 
refugees. 

While Jewish families cele¬ 
brate their reunion. Um Mah¬ 
moud. a 70 year old refugee, 
has no plaec to settle in. She 
has spent the Iasi 25 years of 
her life traveling from country 
to country, visiting her sons 
and daughters. Ironically she 
said that by now "most of the 
airports' staffs, especially in 
Europe and the United Stales, 
know me—the same goes for 
airline stewards." 

She has five boys and four 
girls. Grown now. ihc young¬ 
est is in his early thirties. Um 
Mahmoud's hist wish is to see 
them all in one plaec. 

Like many refugees >he has 
a story to tell. Some of her 
children have only a Lebanese 
travel document, given to Pal¬ 
estinian refugees, and this 
effectively blocks their free¬ 
dom lo ini\cl around the 
world. 

Two of her sons ha\c US 
citizenship—Tarcq. an eco¬ 
nomics professor at an Ameri¬ 
can university, and Khalid. a 
civil engineer. A third is a 
d<x:inr. Ahmed graduated from 
a school in Malta, and worked 


for some time in Libya. He. 
like many Palestinians, was 
subsequently forced to leave, 
so he returned to Malta, the 
only country that would accept 
him. 

The rest of her children are 
working in in the United Arab 

Continued on page 2 


Copex 98 shows 
military equipment 
at its best 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

Star Staff Writer 
UNDER THE Patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
the 2nd Contingency Opera¬ 
tional Procurement Exhibition 
(Copex 98) opened on Tues¬ 
day. Delegations from around 
the world attending the show 
expressed their admiration for 
the progress shown in Jordan's 
defense industry. The exposi¬ 
tion displayed the latest arsen¬ 
als in military technology. 

“We sent out invitations to 
almost every country in the 
world, and about 60 states 
attended " said Col. Suleiman 
Mnaizei. spokesman for the 
exhibition and the head of the. 
Aviation Committee. 

Taking part in the exhibi¬ 
tion. the second of its kind in 
Jordan, were defense compa¬ 
nies and armed forces represen¬ 
tatives from countries that 
included France, the US, Italy. 
Denmark. Britain. Romania. 
Ukraine. Switzerland. Egypt, 
the United Arab Emirates, and 
Kuwait. 

"As the name of the exhibi¬ 
tion indicates, the equipment 
on display is for special forces 
and special operations duties." 
Col. Mnaizei said. The three- 
day exhibition, which ends 
Thursday, displayed up-to-date 
defense and military equipment 
produced by leading world 
companies. They included 
"vehicles, light equipments. 


shotguns, pistols, laser aiming 
systems and many other 
things." Mnaizei added. 

Copex 98 was organized by 
the Jordanian Armed Forces, 
which is headed by HRH 
Prince Abdallah. Commander 
of Special Operations. The 
exhibition was convened in 
cooperation with Copex. a Brit¬ 
ish company that specializes in 
organizing international mili¬ 
tary fairs.*’ 

The 19% Copex expo in 
Amman gained world-wide 
recognition. The official maga¬ 
zine of the US Department of 
Commerce gave it wide cover¬ 
age and considered it a very 
successful fair, especially 
hccause of the breadth of par¬ 
ticipation and the diversity of 
military equipment on display. 

In that venue only 40 com¬ 
panies participated, and there 
was no representation from the 
Jordanian defense industry. 

However, “this year there 
arc about 13 Jordanian compa¬ 
nies participating, organized in 
eight different booths." Col. 
Mnaizei. who underlined the 
absence of Israeli participation. 
"We invited everybody. But 
the reply by Israeli companies 
was ton late. All exhibition 
booths had already been 
reserved " Col. Mnaizei said. 

This year's show was held at 
the King Abdallah Air Base. 
The Royal Jordanian Air Force 

Continued on page 2 
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By Dan Fesperman 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—# iS B/smke 
day in the Muslim Quarter of Jtfief.Old 
City, something to dowith the Arab mer¬ 
chants, wanting to snub the Jewish ; 
mayor,'who is bringing through a -- 
few Europom. mayors to ^ 
how happy everyone is-in his city. ~ 
Practically everything on the 
Arab side of town is closed. At first 
that, seems to be a blessing. A stroll 
through the Old City can be a. 
gauntlet of tourists mid pitchmen, 
pale Europeans. in sandals and 
socks hustle past loud Americans. 
aiming video, cameras ai another:spot 
where Jesps stopped. anJ.getting bumped 
from behind by sun-visored Japanese gaz¬ 
ing at maps. .* v '-' 

v —_^^—- 


Insistent Arab boys hawk postcards on 
the fly. Shopkeepers beckon from door¬ 
ways: Come buy on olive-wood chess set. 

an olive-tvood 
camel, an olive- 
wood carving or 
olives. Buy a nig. 
a pot. a hraCeleL 
Step aside in the 
nick of time fmm 
Ihe path of the 
speeding part 
pushed by u hoy 
half its size. 

Y«, when it all 
disappears you begin to miss the exotic 
huriy-burly. You want lo sniff the wares 
Of the spice merchants, watch the falafcl- 
makera bent over kettles of boiling grease. 



e p 0 r t 


and marvel at ihc .scurrying delivery hoys 
who balance trays of W and coffee as 
they waive through the crowd. 

How pleasanMhcn. alter 15 minutes of 
empty stone alleys m come upon a few 
people who have deciilcd in open their 
shops anyway. Qne of them. Ibrahim 
Bader, sits outside his door nn the smooth 
stones of AI Khnnkn Street. He rises in 
greeting. 

I brace for ihc inevitable sides pitch. 
But. no. he says, today is not lor selling. 
Today is for happiness. "This inoming." 
he says, “my wife pave hirth to our first 
child. A son" 

My anti-shopkeeper radar lower*, its 
defenses, and I accept nn invimrion Tor 
coffee. Ihmhim sends a boy scooting 

Continued on page 3 



With 45 years 

of construction and progress ever 
since your Majesty assumed your 
constitutional powers, 

Arab Bank wishes you a happy 
anniversary and a prosperous life. 
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Copex 98 shows military 
equipment at its best 


Continued from page 1 

put on an air show which 
included a parachute drop. The 
Royal Falcons presented an 
exciting aerobatic display, 
which “added a taste to the 
expo.” commented Col. 


Mnaizel. 

Prince Abdallah's presence 
was evident on several occa¬ 
sions. in different parts of the 
show. Prince Raad Ben Zeid, 
who also attended the venue, 
expressed his appreciation of 
the quality of Jordanian mili¬ 


tary products. 

‘The expo will positively 
affect the exchange in technol¬ 
ogy among participants. It is a 
good occasion for Jordanian 
and foreign companies to get to 
know one another," Prince 
Raad told The Star. 



Star reporter being shown how to aim 


The wonderful world of 
one dinar shops 


Continued from page 1 

believe, hut there you are... 

The phenomenon, rela¬ 
tively new in Jordan, is com¬ 
mon practice in other countries, 
hnth East and West alike. It 
operates as an alternative ave¬ 
nue for both consumers and 
distributors, as well as to recy¬ 
cle goods and products that 
ordinarily would have been 
thrown away. 

Frequented hy an increas¬ 
ingly varied clientele, one dinar 
shops are pan of the current 
economic ballyhoo of the coun¬ 
try- An economic upturn or a 
downturn affects their business 
accordingly. 

Shop owners say that they, 
like other shops, wail for spe¬ 
cial calendar days like the Etd 
festivities. "Mother's Day, 
Christmas or even the start of 


school. During such times their 
daily sales sky-rocket. One 
shopkeeper happily admitted 
that on some days during these 
occasions he takes in upwards 
of JD 100. However, average 
daily sales in the Amman 
shops is usually no more than 
JD 25 according to some "bar¬ 
gain hunters." 

But even this is consid¬ 
ered to be good business. A 
few shop owners in Zerqa com¬ 
plain that on some days that 
they don't even sell JD 5 worth 
of goods, and that they'd be 
laughing with joy if they aver¬ 
aged JD 25 per day. One mer¬ 
chant said that taking in JD 25 
was possible, but in truth was 
the case only on special occa¬ 
sions. Another bitterely com¬ 
plained that he had to close his 
shop because business never 
really got off the ground. 


So far. however, shop clo¬ 
sures remain isolated incidents, 
and customers still seem to be 
buying. As with everything, 
some shops are more popular 
than others. How different 
shops slowly build up their 
own clientele despite the fact 
that they sell more or less the 
same things remains something 
of a mystery. You'd think it 
would depend on the shops' 
proximity to their customers or 
the variety and quality of what 
they sell. Price, naturally, isn't 
a consideration. The differ¬ 
ences may be too subtle to 
define. However, preferences 
aside, it is safe to say that the 
shops are a boon for ordinary 
shoppers and style-seekers 
alike. As long as one dinar 
notes, coupled with a desire for 
bargains, remain in circulation, 
they aren’t likely to go awayJI 


Affordable 


JD 5.500++ 


A delicious Mexican meal served within 

45 minutes or your money back... 

Includes soup, main course and tea/coffee 
Ask for the Reeba Reeba menu on 464 1361 ext 2309 


HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 


Both Arabs and foreigners 
visited the booths of those com¬ 
panies participating in the 
event. 

Many of the visitors were 
curious to try the displayed 
items. "I found the exhibition 
very interesting and was quite 
impressed hy the advanced 
level of the Jordanian indus¬ 
try." said Ll Col. Noel Cheah 
from the Singapore delegation. 

The benefit of organizing 
such an exhibition is not lim¬ 
ited exclusively to military pur¬ 
poses. There are additional 
advantages for the local econ¬ 
omy. For example, some hotels 
in Amman were fully hooked, 
while Royal Jordanian had the 
added business of transporting 
all of the equipment. 

“There arc two types of mili¬ 
tary exhibitions: international 
and local ones. Copex Q8 can 
be classified as a combination 
of the two." said Francois Bau- 
douin of the Communications 
Department in the French 
G1AT industries. 

Baudouin said that he was 
pleased with the Jordanian 
presence in the exhibition as 
well as with the number of for¬ 
eign participants. 

The main purpose of G1AT 



Prince Hasson being shown around, Tuesday 


is jo pm vide the French and 
other friendly armies with land 
armament systems. The group 
supplies various equipment to 
air forces, navies, and police 
forces. There were six French 
companies participating, in 
addition in'officials from the 
French Ministry of Defence. 

“We participated in the pre¬ 
vious show, but in this year’s 
show I saw more advanced 
technologies ” said Alan Abdo, 
Middle East regional manager 
»f Harris, an American com¬ 
pany. ■ 

One of the tanks on show 
from the UAE 


50 years of injustice 



Continued from page 1 

Emirates, lim Mahmoud, who 
holds a travel document und a 
US green card, has to apply 
one month in advance for a 
visa to visit her married daugh¬ 
ters in Jordan. Libya and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The case of Um Mahmoud 
could be applied to all of the 
Palestinian refugees who still 
dream about their lost country. 
Many of them believe that the 
creation of Israel was a result 
of a conspiracy. 

Between April 9 and 10 
1948. only 20 days before the 
announcement of the creation 
of Israel, about 4.000 Jewish 
terrorists descended on a rural 
village just outside of Jerusa¬ 
lem and butchered more than a 
100 of its people. 

The massacre at Dir Yassin 
became a symbol of Zionist 
terrorism. In the so-called 
"Operation Unity." the Hagu- 
nah. the Irgun and the Stern 
Gang surrounded the village 
which was overlooked by two 
Jewish settlements. Givni 
Shaul and Monfefiorc. The 
time was 4:30 ant. Fridav 9 
April 1948. 

“For two days Jewish terror¬ 
ists slaughtered men. women 
and children, and stole their 
jewelry." said Dr Zuhdi Sanur 
who grew up in Dir Yassin. 

Zuhdi. age 15 at the time 
says “I managed to escape 
through a back window and 
ran away to the hills.” He 
added that there were only 50 
fighters defending the village, 
and they had only simple 
weapons. However they did 
manage to hold their guard for 
12 hours against the 4.000 
Jewish attackers. 

A chilling account of the 
massacre is given by a Red 
Cross doctor who arrived at 
the village on the. second day 
and saw- for himself "the mop¬ 
ping up' as one of the terror¬ 
ists put it to him. The docLur 
says that ‘the mopping up' had 
been done with machine guns, 
then grenades and had been 
finished off with knives. 

Women's hellies were cut 
open and babies were butch¬ 
ered in the hands of their help¬ 
less mothers. According in the 
Red Cross about 250 people 
were murdered in cold blood. 
Of them. 25 pregnant women 
were bayoneted in the abdo¬ 
men while still alive. 57 chil¬ 
dren were maimed under the 
eyes of their own molher.. 
who then were slain and their 
heads cut off. 

The Jewish Agency and the 
commander of the British 
ground troops knew of the 
massacre while it was going 
on. however, no one inter¬ 
vened to stop it. 

After this, the message wu> 
clear. In the mayhem. Mena- 


... 
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On the move , 1948: Palestinians, uprooted from their Homes; set out on the long journey 
to life as refugees. (UNphoto) 


chem Begin, leader of the 
Irgun gang, effectively con¬ 
veyed to the Palestinian Arabs 
that they must flee the advanc¬ 
ing Jewish armies or face dire 
consequences. Within weeks 
of the massacre over 300,000 
Arabs fled their homes. As 
Begin noted in his memoirs, 
the "legend" of Dir Yassin 
was “worth half a dozen batta¬ 
lions to the forces of Israel.” 

After the massacre. Begin, 
who later become a prime 
minister of Israel, sent a mes¬ 
sage nl congratulations to the 
conquerors of Dir Yassin, say¬ 
ing. “accept congratulations 
on this splendid act of con¬ 
quest. Tell the soldiers you 
have made history in Israel." 

But Dir Yassin was not an 
i mi Li ted incident. Slaughter 
seems to have been a running 
theme. Before Dir Yassin. 
Jewish gangs carried out four 
other massacres—at Yehida, 
Khisas. Qazaza. and Al Sheikh 
Village. One week after Dir 
Yassin, they attacked Naser Al 
Din village killing a number 
of civilians. The killing con¬ 
tinued at Beit Danis, and at 
what became known as the 
Duhmush Mosque Massacre. 
Alter that it was Dawayma, 
Sharat'ar. Kibya. the infamous 
Kafr Q.isem. and at Al 
Summon. 

Since then. Israel has had 
its hand in the killings in 
Siihrn. and Shatila in 1982. the 
Aynun Qara Massacre. Al 
Aqsu Mosque. Ihrahimi 


Mosque, the the JabaLia 
deaths, and finally one at the 
Eretz Checkpoint 

Since the beginning of the 
Intifada, Israel has tried to 
crash the Palestinian revolt 
against the occupation. - 
According to the Database 
Project on Palestinian Human 
Rights, from December 9, 
1987 till late 1993 more than 
1,200 Palestinians were killed 
by Israeli soldiers and extra-, 
mist settlers. A large number 
of the victims of Israel vio¬ 
lence have been children.. 

These massacres still ring in 
the minds of many Palestra- . 
ians. And some Israelis who 
led the killing in the early days - 
are still alive. 

Ex-Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir was the operation com¬ 
mander of Lehi, a terrorist 
organization involved m the 
slaughter of nearly 100 Pales¬ 
tinians in Duwayma. Yitzhak 
Rabin, another -future prime 
minister, was responsible for 
the expulsion of 50.000 Pales¬ 
tinians from the towns of 
Lydda and Ramleh. 

As a' result of violence, 
threats and psychological war¬ 
fare. approximately 770,000 
Palestinians were displaced in 
1948. For Zionist settlers in 
Palestine, this proved to be, in 
the words of the first President 
of Israel, Chaim Weizmann, a - 
“miraculous clearing of the 
land.” 

“I do not trust Israeli Jews. 
Considering the heinous way 


■ they killed my countrymen 
and occupied our homeland, I 
can never trust them," said Mr 
Arafat Hijazi, a journalist and 
an author of some 30 books on 
the subject “When the Jews 
came to Palestine they 
appeared to be very poor, and 
even my father used to give 
money to them, just as he did 
to poor Palestinians." 

Hijazi was bom in Hebron 
in 1927 and studied in Al 
Rashedya School in Jerusa¬ 
lem. He has been a journalist - 
since 1948. He began writing 
at that time' for Falasreen 
Newspaper, published in 
Jerusalem. - 

Hijjazi believes that 
“despite the peace agreement 
between Israeli and the Pales¬ 
tinians, ( can, to this day, use 
the same words to describe the 
situation that 1 used 50 years 
ago, because nothing has 
changed concerning the Pales¬ 
tinian tragedy, except that the 
Arabs are becoming-weaker.” 

The long history of Palestin¬ 
ian suffering and Israeli 
Intransigence demonstrates the 
urgent need for international 
involvement in bringing peace- 
to the Holy Land. Israel's 
occupation and violations of 
human rights demand the exer¬ 
tion of international political 
and economic pressure to stop 
the oppression of the Palestin¬ 
ians.■ 


Original Orientalist Lithographs 
by David Roberts, Delacroix, 
Fromentin, Vernet, Diaz and 
others. Views of Jerusalem, 
Lebanon and Holy Land. Also 19th 
century engravings by WH Bartlett 
For information call Telefax: 5664805 
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| King inaugurates eco¬ 
nomic conference in 
I Denmark 

I Copenhagen, (Petra)—Kr 
Majesty King Hussein 3a 
I Tuesday inaugurated the Jor. 

I danian—Danish Economic 
Relations Conference. His 
I Majesty expressed, in his 
I remarks, his. appreciation to 
I the joint Jordanian Danish 
I efforts aimed at enhancing 
I industrial and trade coopera- 
I tion between both countries. 

I stressing his keenness to 
I develop relations with this 
I friendly country. His Majesty 
I also reviewed the develop- 
I ments in the Middle East, 

I renewing Jordan’s commii- 
I merit to serious action for 
] achieving a comprehensive 
I and just peace in the region.. 

I Mediterranean group * 

[ hails “pioneering. 

achievement” of 
I Jordanian water plan 

I Amman, (Petra T—Jordan 
I took part in a conference on 
I -water policies in the Mediter- 
] ranean countries organized in 
I. Spain on April 16-18 by the 
Mediterranean Water "Net- 
I work with the participation of 
I 15 Mediterranean countries 
I and a number of regional and 
I international organizations 
I concerned with water-related 
I issues. Akram Al Jundi from 
I the Ministry of W ater ! and 
j Irrigation, who represented 
I Jordan, gave an account of. 

I Jordan’s water strategy odd 
I water planning based on tffr 
j: strategy. -He said the partici- 
I pants were appreciative of 
T Jordan’s water plans -and, j 
I accordingly, the Network 
I requested that the Ministry of 
I Water prepare for a special- 
I ized seminar in Amman to 
I discuss the steps taken so far 
I to implement this strategy, 
j which was described by the 
I network as a pioneering 
f achievement in the develop- 
[ ing countries. 

I Regional meeting to deal 
I with bilateral issues of 
| trade, tourism, industry 
[ Amman. (Petra)—A Jo rfj- 
;| nian^Palestinian-Israeli joint 
I meeting will be held during 
I the coming two weeks. 

according to Israeli Ambassa- 
I dor in Amman, Odid Eran. 

J The- meeting will concentrate 
"j on means of increasing Jorda- 
I nian exports to the Palestinian 
j National Authority regardless 
I of the Israeli specifications 
I which limit the flow of goods 
j from Jordanian to Palestinian 
| market. 

I According to the 1994 Paris 
agreement, the Palestinians 
j have the right to import goods 
I from Jordan and Egypt out of 
I the frame of Israeli jurisdic; 

'I. tion. The Israeli Ambassa^ 

I said . that the rebuilding of . | 
I King Hussein Bridge, with 
j Japanese support will help in 
I increasing shipments of Jorda¬ 
nian products to Israel. He 
i also stated that he believes 
I that trade and tourism move- 
I ment between Israel and Jor- 
| dan would be enhanced. 

I _ He added that the Jorda- 
I nian-Iaraeli joint committees 
I will meet to activate -their 
j work in a way that reflects 
J positively on bilateral rela-. . 

J tions in the fields of trade, ' 
I transport, tourism, communi- 
J cations, water and joint 
j industries. 

j - The Ambassador pointed to 
I the joint industries In Al Has- t 
I san industrial city, wtoh ^ 

I exports its products dinftSfy - 

I to American markets and - 

I serves the welfare of both 5 

I countries. The Ambassador 
j expressed hope that the peace , i 
I. march, in the Kingdom would . * 
j be enhanced, hailing the 
J efforts of His Majesty King ’’ 

I Hussein to keep the peace 
I process alive. 

I Opposition parties call 

for boycott 1 

AMMAN (Star)—Twelve £ 

opposition parties have called j 

for. a boycott of the Israeli ^ 

Embassy’s celebration of 
Israel’s 50th anniversary next . 

month. The parties said they * 

regard . such participation as ’’ 

"treason.” The Israeli .I' 1 

Embassy in Amman has 
already issued more 4m ,; 

1,000 invitations to govern¬ 
ment officials, members of 
parliament, diplomats, : party J 

and tribal leaders, business- 
men. and journalists to a 
reception at the Israeli ambas- „ 

sador’s house. Jordan and ; ^ 

Israel signed a peace treaty in • > ’ 

1994, but most professional - a 

unions and political groups . ' 

oppose: it. - j 

Car set on fire -j 

AMMAN (Star)—The car of , ^ 
former chief of intelligence'' . j 
Mohammad Al Kiiani was set , ^ 
on fire, family members, said , £ 
on Wednesday. They added r ^ 
that titty heard an. explosion. * 

shortly after midnight on Tues¬ 
day apd found Kilani’s Volvo ' 

on fine outside theif hbusdft 31 ■ ^ 
Amman’s JebeT Webdefi ’ois- fi* 
trict No one was,hint. The inci' 
dent is stilt under investigation: \ 
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How can doctors improve their lot? 

Public health doctors 
look to private sector 


Hava Qf*** Noor visit their daughter 

«n*ZJ£j% U Jug. Pa¥ « «-*■ 


Channel 3 

bf 1 * a 3rrf Channel according lo Nasser 
v, d 6 » 0r ; general of lhe Radio and Television 

lurTZSl W.™* dUG * slarL in Ma y- wlH broadcast cul¬ 
tural and sports programs. Later on, air time will h*» 

l C in°- ed .- l ?i P arI,amentar y debates, Joudeh said Channel 3 
JJ’!Ll n, ! ,a y C ?^ r , on i y ^ Greater Amman area, and the 
hither areas of Salt. Zerqa. Irbid and .Aqaba, Eventually 
however, it. will reach to the rest of the Kingdom. With the 

lolTS^ -° f l “ WZ Channel I of 

G ^ rlh -' na ^ ^ 5 Ef n as far as A1 Arish in Sinai. 
G.iza. Lebanon and Syna. He added that more than a mil- 

ih!™ 1 ? v ! e K CrS "° w see Jordan television, which . 
Ihis week celebrates its30th anniversary. ■ 

One man, one vote 1 

■ The Student Council of the Universily of Jordan-is still -, 
up in arms about the recent decision by the administration 
Jo unilaterally introduce the one man/one vote system. 

I ne new Council, which was recently elected on this sys- 
icm. wants the University to hold a refcrendum on the one 
man. one vote system. Students also say they want immu¬ 
nity from the University questioning them for actions they 
consider within their rights. . . .. !/ 

Solidarity with Iraq . 

■ ?rfore than 150 political activists iare travelling to Bagh- . 

dad. today. Thursday, to attend/ffie: <5x6 Popular Arab 
Forces conference. The event Is being heJd between'2-4 
May. Local participants include Salim-AT Nahks.Mohani- : 
rruid AI Zoubi. Saeed Thiyab. TCfsir Himsj and Ahmad Al 
Nujdawi. The first conference was held in. Amman, and , 
later was moved to Baghdad. l " • ... ' 

Unemployment discussed / 

■ A conference to discuss unemployment will be held in 

Amman this coming-August-: The event. which is being 
organized.by the Minisoy of Acfrninistrarive Development, . 
will be under Royal patronage/Minister of Administrative 
Development Bassara UmdushJsrid that the purposed/ the 
con is 

increasing espeemtty;amon4| ^^ |^ M F. g ^' vV 1 . j 

«■ nl ■**«!*» own * jSjH M SHf.' 5, 

Jorianiaff'commwiwp^ 

■ The Jordanian corrunrimsferice ^troubkr.^Fhis is what 
we’ have been hearing for the lait .coBpte- of,Weeks. TMoc 
only that, there has : also been-'a Cerrahj amount of mud-', 
slinging among rhe'eadfes and fcerween paembers of the 
leadership. The: tension isvappmently atilUbrewing- 
otherwise. why would a third party try ^hd mtervene to 
solve the differences? Accofdmyr td.Al Majd^->the Arab 
Bauth Progressive Party (ABPP), ferrying'triTiead the rift 
within the JQrdan(an Commumsi Parl^4^«^pf the?ABPP.,. 
Mnhmood Ai Malta. is already is the rirkfst of-Heated nego¬ 
tiations. The trouble can be fracedbaofc to the end of last 
year when Yaccoob Zayadeen was replaced by Munir . 
Hamarneh as Secretary General of the Party. While it was 
labelled then as a white-. coup- d'etat, it was' only just the 
beginning. The problem was magnified whemaccusations 
started flying that there urns- alleged forgery in the last 
election to the JCP Central Committee, and the receiving 
of funds from outside. Old time, communists> say (hat what - 
is hurling the party even more is.that the ‘problems' have, 
been taken out of the party contexr. and played out in the 
press. Zaydeen says that what is needed is another party 
conference to settle the issues once and. for all. 


By lbtisam Awadat 

Star Staff Writer 

■ DESPITE ITS flexibility, the 
medical profession in Jordan 
..faces lough times m the future 
rif the tide of doctors moving 

.’to.'the. private sector is not 

stemmed: Experts believe that 
if this “emigration" is not 
stopped .it could lead io a 
. deefease inthe quality of pub¬ 
lic health service. 

Motives for the movement 
from the public to the private 
sector varies from case lo 
case, but “the lack of finan¬ 
cial privileges that guarantee 
-a reasonable standard of liv¬ 
ing is the first obstacle, since 
salaries arc very low when 
compared with the high stan¬ 
dard of living.” said Dr Bas- 
sem Al Keswani. the commit¬ 
tees's rapporteur of ihc 
Ministry of Health in the 
council of the Doctor's Asso¬ 
ciation (DA). 

- Keswimi pointed out ihai 
since the 1970s. wages have 
been outstripped by the 
increase in prices over the 
same period. 

.“The second reason for the 
movement is that wc do not 
have a definitive training pro¬ 
gram which, fulfills the aca¬ 
demic ambition of doctors.*' 
Keswani said. However, med¬ 
ical services, especially in the 
military, clearly outline a sys¬ 
tem of training courses and 
scholarships, and this pro¬ 
vides a good opportunity for a 
doctor to improve his skills. 
'Keswani went on to say. 

. There arc 12,000 doctors 
registered in the .Doctor’s 
Association. Of these 3.1300 
; work -in the Ministry of 
*/ Health .and the Royal Medical 
Services, leaving the rest lo 
find their way in the -private 
• sector.. • : 

But there is more than 


meets the cvc. A lew months 
ago those working in the pub¬ 
lic sector wenf on strike, 
demanding that the govern¬ 
ment increase salaries to 
match the rising oust of liv¬ 
ing. "Our decision to suspend 
working in hospitals jnd med¬ 
ical centers have no political 
purpose. Wc were forced In 
take such actions to attract 
the attention of the govern- A 
mem to the miserable situ- W 
niton In the profession." 
Keswani explained. V 

The doctors* J 

demands are still 
being studied by f 
ihc courts. They are / 
asking for an / 
improved inccn- / i 
live system. "Wc / j 
can't comment on / I 
this issue now 1 : 

because wc have I 
taken the case to 1 
court, and arc I 
still awaiting the j 
verdict.“ Kes- il'n 

wani said. I/. »l 

But not all 
agree that the situ- 
alinn is worsening, j 
“Wc can't consider it —_ 
/doctors going to the f I 
private sector] as a / » 

phenomenon. it'*. I 

nothing more than | 

waves, which, inciden- » I 
tally, arc on the J 

decrease these days." I 

said Dr Awni Hawam- I 
dch. president of the J 
General Practitioner JL 

Society (GPS). one of 
the largest societies in ^ 
Jordan. comprising 
6.00(1 general practitioners 
from Ihc puhlic and private 
sectors. 

• "Many doctors would pre¬ 
fer working in centers and 
hospitals run by the Ministry- 
of Health if they had a 
choice—many of the private 


■ . . 41 

Where do chickens’ 
clucks come from? 

.* Something very funny happened the other day in Abu 
-Nssair. One resident had two chickens which-kept cluck¬ 
ing. Obviously, it didn’t take long toiUiis ibUdBame very 
/irritating to the neighbors. After much pleading;with the 
SSiim, they called in the authorities, who in turn-took the 
chickens away for disturbing the peace. 

Feeling angry, the man determined that he would have 
the last laugh! He managed to make a recording of 
chicken noises, and every night he played the recording us 
loud as passible. 

The neighbors, 
alarmed over the 
continuation or 
le clucking, 

searched the vicinity, 
hut were unable lo 
locate any birds. 

•According to an 
eyewitness. the 
mysterious 
noises are still at 
large, although 
he said that in 
spite of nil the 
clucking, chick¬ 
ens in Abu 
Nssair have gotten “as 
scarce as hen's teeth.” 


is clinics can only he considered 

'- as camouflaged uncmplm- 

mem" Hawamdch continued, 
i- "Mcdic.il equipment in pri- 
o vale clinic* cost* enormous 

■- sum*, and are ^onvidered 

d risky in invest in. But wcll- 

I- known doctors have no fears 

»l in such expensive outlays." he 

o siiid. 

f mdeh i* opli- 
;ib«>ui the devei- 
of ymernment 
* provided to 
■ —the modern 
ictus in 

tese hosphal.s 
md ihe high 
number iif 
palienis who 
go ihere p*^i- 
ii\e!y affect 
ihe experi¬ 
ences of the 
doctor. 

"The main 
go. 11 behind 
he GPS is to 
tm/c the work 
Ihc ilot-lnr and 
. rove his scicn- 
lilit level so that he 
c.m give hi* best to 

I -. 1 ihc needy.” empha- 

T T | si/ed Hawamdch. 

1 * J "...Bui the psxeho- 

» I logical dimension is 

J f exireinely important.” 

I J adds Dr Ishaq Maraqa. 

I j a well-known physj- 

I I eian and former presi- 

I I 1 deni of ihe Doctor's 

I I Association. 

I “Alter a lime, and a** 

k A a drvinr gains experi- 
cnee, staying oil as an 
employee is no longer 
an attractive idea as he looks 
to becoming his own master." 
Maraqa continued. 

"Bin we should remember 
that a specialist in the Univer¬ 
sity of Jordan Hospital. For 
instance, is privy to the latest 
techniques and develop¬ 
ments— more so than iT he is 
working outside |privatcl.“ In 
an in i cresting analogy. 
Maraqa compares working in 
the private sector with a mar¬ 
riage that produces no 
children. 

• "In the puhlic, sector. w*e 
t H«vc stuucnrs to train who wc 
consider our sons and feel 
proud of When’ they ’succeed: 
this interaction between doc- 




uiV ftiTA » » J i* f»»Vi w | 
h.'/'f./ij r< ii rC»» i * ■ »» 

mmmmmv 



A fertile day for pitchmen 


Continued frpm page 1 

j around the corner.’ who returns 
- in a Mash with two steaming 
cups of Turkish coffee on a 
brass irav. We seat ourselves on 
cushioned benches in the'back 
of the shop.' Ibrahim begins 
showing me his merchandise, 
while insisting again-that this is 
not a day for selling. 

•This is lapis." he says. "You 
arc married?” 

■•Yes." My wife is from 
South Africa, she is English. We 
have been married 14 yeare. 
Before now. seven miscarriages. 
It was a difficult pregnancy— 
fiat on her hack for the last four 
days, Does your wife like lapis? 
Here, take some'of this.home¬ 
made pasuv. See these pictures 
on the wall? TTiisis my wife ami 

1. scuba diving last year." 

The blonde in the photo loofc> 
»*i hil young fnr a wife of 14 
^ years who has had seven miscar¬ 
riages. But Ibrahim has ptoved 
tin. pointing now at a display 
case. 

- "Your wife, she likes, this 
kind of stone?' He pulls the lid 
from si voguri drink and proffers 
it. "plclisc. To drink with your 
pastry." 

I mumble a thank-vou. . 

"I have relatives’ in Rlirfax. 
Virgnia. You know this place?* 

-It’s not far from my home, 
in Baltimore." . . 

"1 have been io Baltimore, to 
the. what do you call it. lhe‘har¬ 
bor. We wenr out in a—what do 
you cal! it?' He makes a pedal¬ 
ing motion with his hands. . 

-A paddle boat?' . 

-Yctt A paddle boat. Would 
your wife like this kind of jew- 
city, do you think?’ He ftas 
J niox'cd behind his glass-Wp 
counter, and gestures to a few- 
rows of earrings. 


■ The anti-shopkeeper radar, is 
on red-aten. ft is clearly time to 
leave, but under the local 1 rules 
of‘engagement his generosity 
obligates- me to another five 
minutes. I..gaze dutifully,at.a 
few Items,’ask for his business 
card, then make up somdhing 
about an - appointment with a 
friend. I promise to return later 
in the week. . 

Free agiun to'wander. 1 turn 
the coma: down another nar¬ 
row. Winded street, but only 100 
yards pass before-another shop¬ 
keeper shouts at me in English. 

“You are staying ai the 
American Colony Hotel, yes?’ 

. “Well, yes?’ 

. “I saw. you ihere the other 
night.” be says. ”k is practically 
like my home. My family bnee 
owned iL We are Bedouins." 

Knowing something about 

the history , of the hotel. I seri¬ 
ously. doubt, this, 'but who. 
knows? 

"You will have tea with me." 
he announces. “In my shop." 

- rWell. I'm supposed to meet 
a friend.’’ - - • 

“Yes. but this is a-special 
day. 1 have veiy big news. My 
brother-in-law, _ just yesterday 
he becomes a father forthc.fitsv. 
time." ; . . ■■■ . 

1 had never realized Jerusa¬ 
lem was such a fertile place. 1 
stepped inside his jewelry shop.' 

“Do. you know’ of' Fairfax: 
Virginia.?".hetoks. ■’•-’, 

“Yes.” 1 answer, wondering 
how long before paddle.boats, 
come up. Then again, maybe fie ■ 
really was the brother-in-law of 
the other shopkeeper, so l ask. . 

“Yes,” he bcams./Ibrafaimis - 
my brother-in-law “ 

"But Ibrahim mW me the 
' baby was fern this-moming. ntiv 
yesterday. And he said his wife 
.was English, from South Africa. 


• He showed me her picture 

Left unspoken is that this 
would seem lo rule out him. 
. Mohammed Salhab. as the 
woman’s brother. 

Mohammed attempts to rally, 
spinning a yam about his delu¬ 
sional brother-in-law: Long ago 
Ibrahim dated a South African 
-woman, and he still pines for 
her. sometimes even telling 
, strangers that she is his wife. 
Which is hard for Mohammed's 
sister. 

Seeming so realize how fec- 
. hie ’ this' .sounds. Mohammed 
. sags in his choir. 

“Look-" he says finally. 
"Ibrahim, he is big bastard. Me. 
. 1 am bigger one. There is no 
baby. I am not Bedouin. I am 
Palestinian. My family never 
owned the hotel. We sny these 
things to make people come 
intoeurstoresT . 

So begins a salesman's con¬ 
fessional. As Mohammed pours 
tea.he warms to the task, speak- 
tng’-with, devilish glee of the 
.tricks of his trade. He describes 
a favorite approach with Eng¬ 
lish-speaking couples: “Please. 
■;cah yoti help me?’ he will 
/beckon. /I speak English but I 
canned write it. Can you help 
. me. write a sigh for my shop?’ 

( -- They oblige, of course, wril- 
ihg but "Big Sale Today” on a 
■piece' of cardboard. Then he 
expresses his gratitude by invit¬ 
ing themT of coflfcc/which they 
. cannot refuse, without insulting 
him. and by rite time they’re fin¬ 
ished . they feci obligated to 
shop, oreven buy.: 

. . Single ■women? "Best cus¬ 
tomers of alU“ Mohammed 
say's. Especially Americaas. 
Tell them any sob story—dead 
uncle, impending bankruptcy, 
you name it—and they fall for 
.iL Flirt a while and the result* 


arc even better. ' 

And he really had seen me at 
the hotel. Haring a knack for 
remembering faces, he 1 make* 
the rounds of the local hotel bam 
and restaurants, then scans for 
familiar faces the ncxi day. 
looking for any entry point i<» 
begin spinning his talcs. 

What about the haggling? 
Nothing in these shops ever hies 
a miirkcd price, so how docs he 
decide what ihc market will 
hear? With Germans or Swiss, 
he starts high. Sometimes 
they*(I pay exactly what he asks, 
even if it’s three times what he's 
willing to accept. 

The toughest bargainers? 
“The English." he says. "Or 
more so. Scotsmen." 

"What about that line you 
always hear in shops in the 
morning?’ I ask. "The one 
about. ‘First customer of the day 
always gets a special deal.’" 

"Too old." he says dismis- 
sivcly. "Everyone uses that 
now." 

The wealth of candor is dis¬ 
arming. to the point that for a 
moment I consider buying 
something. Then I suspect ihai 
perhaps this. ton. is a son of 
sales pitch. 

"Hey. Ibrahim.” I imagine 
him bragging falcr. “I tried the 
■come clean' approach and he 
bought iL And he still thinks 
you're‘my brother-in-law.” 

So. I again mention my 
appointment with a friend—my 
own little'hit of deceit—and 
ease out the door. For blocks I 
stroll past further shops with the 
smug pleasure of the insider, 
until one merchant recognizes 
me for the easy mark I have 
always been. 

• "Hey. Mister American, how 
are you today? You come and 
drink tcaT 

“Sony. Not todny."B 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


:ur> doesn't exist in the pri¬ 
vate sector." Maraqa said. 

In the end. realizing that 
there is some dissatisfaction 
among doctors working in the 
public sector, the government 
partialis acted by "allowing 
doctors in some puhlic hospi¬ 
tals to work in private clin¬ 
ics— like u-hai happened in 
the University of Jordan Hos¬ 
pital ILJHMaraqa said. 

However, ihe general rule 
is that doctors in the public 
health sector arc not allowed 
to work in ihe private sector, 
something which they con¬ 
sider unjuM.\ 

"The UJH experiment is a 
multi-purpose attempt to raise 
the income of doctors and 
decrease she pressure on the 
government. At the same 
time, pjtients uhn do not 
want to wait can immediately 
find ihc kind ol treatment 
they want.” Maraqa 
concluded. 

How ever. Keswani sug¬ 
gested that there is more than 
one way to get out of this 
dilemma. 

"The government has in 
increase the salaries of doc¬ 
tors or follow the piecemeal 
system tie., work per hnuri. 
which means that doctors 
become more than just 
employees." 

Another solution affecting 
doctors concerns companies 
who have medical insurance 
funds and limit the number of 
doctors they deal with. 
According lo Keswani. they 
should leave the choice to 
their employees so that more 
doctors get the benefit. 

A specialist. Keswani said 
that in 1977 his average 
monthly salary was JD 487. 
equivalent to about SI.500 at 
Lhat time—enough so that 
doctors could save a portion 
of their earnings to continue 
their studies or even to get 
married. "In 1998. there arc 
only marginal differences as 
far as salary—which is a little 
more than JD 500 per 
monih—is concerned. and 
this Clearly can't pfbvide the 
basic needs ot me demur or 
his family." Keswani main¬ 
tained. ■ 


THE S TA R 3 


King Hussein confers with 
Arafat, Peres, calls for 
continuing resolve toward 
“a just and lasting peace ” 

Baden-Baden. tPcti.n—His Majesty King Hussein conferred 
Friday night with President of ihc Palestinian National 
Authority Yasser Arafat, in the presence of Israeli ex-prime 
minister Shimon Peres. »>n issues relating to obstacles lacing 
the peace process. 

The three sides declared their hacking of the American 
proposals, some ol whose contents hj\c hecn reported in the 
media, that aim at activating peace negotiations on the Pales¬ 
tinian-Israeli track. 

Arafat and Peres were on a visit to Germany to attend the 
ceremony in w hich His Majesty the King was presented with 
the l*M? German Media Award for his dedication and com¬ 
mitment in peace, which he received last week. 

.The meeting was attended hi Prime Minister Abdel Salam 
Majuli. Chief nl the Hashemite Royal Court Faye/. Taraw- 
nch. Dcputv Prime Minister Juwad Anuni ,md Ihc Jordanian 
Ambassador to Germans. It was attended on the Palestinian 
side by Palestinian Chief Negotiator Sa'ch Enckat and the 
Palestinian Ambassador lo German}. 

Alter ihc meeting. King Hussein (old n Jordanian media 
delegation accompanying him that “it is the mlc of all peace 
makers io join forces and w ork to defend the right of future 
generations in the region to li\e safely and fv secure by 
achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive peace." 

King Hussein warned that "this stage is critical and sensi¬ 
tive. either things go hack to the right track or tiinsc who are 
responsible forthc stalemate should bear their responsibility 
over the results of this stalemate ” 

Hi> Majesty reiterated his stand (hat (he United States is a 
pjnner in the peace process .md as such, it should give 
something. 

"Rejecting this gunner's intervention is not reasonable.” 
he said. The King confirmed that things are going according 
in a certain scheme th.il "I know of tor Mime lime now and 
that the US is determined in have an active and effective role 
in ihe peace process.” 

His Majesty King Hussein stressed ihc importance of ihe 
European role in the MiJJle East as these two regions -arc 
neighbors with common ini crests. Europe should have a 
cnmplemenUirx role in that of ihc US. so ihai .ill parties can 
serve and defend peace. 

However, [he King jdded ihai it is premature to comment 
on the London meeting between Palestinian and Israeli 
officials. 

Prime Minister Abdel Salam Mujali expressed pride on 
His Majesty’s receiving the German Media Award, since 
this is a demonstration of Germany’s and Europe’s great 
appreciation of King Hussein’s wise and courageous leader¬ 
ship. humanitarian stands and role in serving the peace 
process. 

Dr Majali told reporters that he hopes international and 
European hacking of the peace process would pressure the 
Israeli side in change its policies of putting obstacles in the 
way of peace. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres said His 
Majesty King Hussein deserves the German Media Award 
since he is a real peace maker who shows patience, courage 
and determination to make peace and safeguard it. despfic 
the hardships and obstacles. 

Peres described His Majesty’s address at the ceremony as 
important. "He spoke on behalf of iis all." he added. 

Peres said the peace process is going through a critical 
stage. But "I don’t think the chance for peace “is lost since 
wc do not hear voices that cull for war. This is a tangible 
change forward." he added. 

Former Labour Party leader Peres told JnnJitnian reporters 
that Israeli Prime Minister Benvamin Netanyahu "himself 
has no other choice hut peace." The main problem facing 
Netanyahu, he said, is that-he focuses on achieving the 
wishes of his.coalition. "He has to take some risks.’’ Veres 
added, “because.jJiere is no peace without risks. He has to 
lake risks for peace instead of risks for war.’ B 
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Our Say. 


No reason to celebrate 

AS ISRAEL marks 50 years of existence, the prospects of a just and comprehen¬ 
sive peace in the holy land is as elusive as it was on that fateful day half a century 
ago. And 50 years on. the Jewish state, carved out of Arab Palestine with the aid of 
the British occupying power at the time, remains both a menace to its neighbors 
and an oppressor of the Palestinian people. 

The celebrations marking Israel's birthday will be marred by the fact that while 
the oppressed Jews of the world had finally found a home in the Middle East, it 
was nor without a great injustice to the Palestinians who lost theirs. The birth of the 
Jewish nation cannot be separated from the destitution of another. This great injus¬ 
tice will always haunt the creators and leaders of Israel. 

The anniversary is another reminder that while the Jews, oppressed and pulver¬ 
ized hy European nations until the middle of this century, were finally aided in 
their search for a homeland by the most powerful countries in the world, the feeling 
of guilt cannot be washed away so long as the Palestinians continue to struggle for 
justice and their own homeland. 

Israel today is somehow different from the state championed by Ben Gurion in 
1948. It is not a victim but rather the victimizer, occupying Palestinian. Lebanese 
and Syrian territories in stark defiance of LIN laws and resolutions. In fact, in view 
of its continuous violations of international conventions, Israel has become a rogue 
state that is not obliged to honor the laws of the very same organization that created 
it. 

With blind US support. Israel has become a state above the law. As a result it has 
built a huge nuclear arsenal, confiscated land, prevented refugees from returning to 
their homes, annexed territory and carries out deadly missions in foreign capitals— 
all with impunity. 

Israel is also a divided country, with religious fanatics and political zealots tak¬ 
ing over and dictating their will. The result is a regional power that is slowly suc¬ 
cumbing to the dictates of extremist parries. 

With the last chance of a peaceful settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict slipping 
away. Israel is driving the region towards a bloody confrontation. Israel’s benefac¬ 
tors and supporters should do well to remember that appeasement will not prevent 
a catastrophe from taking place in the Middle East. 

Change and justice are long overdue. The Jews should be the first to look objec¬ 
tively at their own history. They cannot overlook the fact that no genuine celebra¬ 
tion can ever take place while more than five million Palestinians remain stateless 
and oppressed. The real celebration, can take place only when the holy land be¬ 
comes home of two states: one Jewish, one Palestinian. Israel’s 50th anniversary is 
not a cause for celebration, but a reminder of the shame that will always haunt the 
international community for failing to do justice to the Palestinians on whose land 
the Jews have erected their home. ■ ' 
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Arab dispossession ignored as Israel celebrates* 50th 

Palestinians final victims 
of European holocaust 


Faisal Httsscini, who is responsible for the Jerusalem portfolio in the PNA, receives a 
group of friends of the late Abdel QaderAl Husseini who was killed during the Battle of 
Qastcl in 1948 Palestine, Sunday. 
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By Robert Fisk' 

AT THE end of Sievcn Spiel¬ 
berg's awesome "Schindler's 
List.’ cinema-goers see the 
Holocaust survivors in present¬ 
ly Israel. Out of the wicked¬ 
ness or Hitler's Europe has 
come, for this pitiful few. a 
happy ending. 

Only it wasn't the end of the 
story. For as Hitler's victims ar¬ 
rived in Palestine to fight 
against the Arabs for a new 
state called Israel, the Jews nf 
Palestine displaced 75M.OOO 
Palestinian Arabs, driving them 
from their homes and property, 
slaughtering hundreds in a vil¬ 
lage called Deir Yassin, whose 
name has been erased by Israeli 
authorities. 

It is a fair bet that Spiclhcrg 
will not he milking a film about 
these Palestinians and their 
tragedy. Nnr will Israel be re¬ 
minding the world of their 
plight as it celebrates its 50 
years of statehood. Instead, we 
will hear of Israel's struggle to 
survive decades of Arab haired 
and assault, of its buttle against 
Islamic terrorism, which in¬ 
cludes any Arab who fights 
against occupation. And all this 
as its prime minister steadily 
and deliberately dismantles the 
peace process supposed to end 
what Yitzhak Rabin called "a 
hundred years of blood." 


The birth of Israel was sup¬ 
ported by millions of Euro¬ 
peans and Americans who felt 
a personal sense nf guilt over 
the destruction of European 
Jewry. As millions of refugees 
trekked across the broken lands 
nf postwar Europe, the dispos¬ 
session uf 750.000 Arabs was 
not going in bother the world's 
conscience. 

And in a world that had ex¬ 
perienced mass insanity, there 
was something deeply inspir¬ 
ing in the image of a risen peo¬ 
ple creating a new land, a peo¬ 
ple. moreover, who espoused 
the ideals nf democracy, liber¬ 
alism and Western culture. 

This is what the world will 
he asked to celebrate this year 
the Israel that is a democracy. 
Forgotten will be the Palestin¬ 
ians and the 50lh anniversary 
of what they call their Catas¬ 
trophe. They should have ac¬ 
cepted the UN partition of Pal¬ 
estine. the Israelis say. 

True, agree m;tny Arabs to- 
ilay. They lied because they 
were with good reason terrified 
fur (heir lives. And they remain 
today a total—with their chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren—of 
well over 3 million, a perma¬ 
nent reminder that Israel was 
built not just on the dreams of 
Zionism and the Balfour dec¬ 
laration and the sympathy of 
the West for the victims nf Hil¬ 
ler's evil, hut on the lands of 


dispossessed Palestinian Arabs. 

It was this dispossession 
which led. ultimately, to the 
subsequent wars. In 1948. Is¬ 
rael took more than its share of 
Palestine. In 1967 the Israelis 
look the West Bank and Gaza, 
the Golan Heights and the Si¬ 
nai. In 1973 they lost and re¬ 
took part of the Sinai, did the 
same in the Golan, held the 
West Bank and. within five 
years, moved into 10 percent of 
Lebanon as well. 

In the Wesi and with the help 
of Israel's friends. Arabs were 
meanwhile vilified as uncivil¬ 
ized. undemocratic and anti- 
Western. cartooned as hook¬ 
nosed. greedy and debauched 
much as"the Nazi had portrayed 
the innocent Jews of Europe in 
the 1930s. 

Another historic turning 
point that wilt not be men¬ 
tioned in this year’s celebra¬ 
tions will be Israel’s defeat in 
the 1982-85 Lebanon war. 
which gave inspiration to the 
Palestinian intifada uprising 
which ultimately propelled Ra¬ 
bin and Shimon Peres towards 
a peace agreement whose de¬ 
tails are currently hanging in 
the balance. 

And all the while. Israel, 
with help from abroad—its im¬ 
mensely powerful lobby in the 
United States, an annual gift of 
$1.3 billion from American tax¬ 
payers and the obeisance of 


journalists too frightened _ to 
criticize Israel for fear of being 
accused of anti-Semitism— 
maintained the moral high 
ground as well as military 
strength. It is this veiy power, 
thought of as singleness ot 
mind and unity of purpose, 
which Israelis will be hoping to 
celebrate this year. 

Yet the sickness of Israel re¬ 
mains expansion, the desire to 
enlarge the Israeli state at Ehe 
expense of its neighbors. Da¬ 
vid Ben-Gurion himself main¬ 
tained in . 1948 that his new 
stale had only been founded in 
a portion of the state of Israel. 

The 1967 victory allowed Is¬ 
rael to build Jewish settlements 
across the West Bank and 
Gaza. Now Prime Minister Ne¬ 
tanyahu. far from withdrawing, 
is building still more on Arab 
land. The expansion of Jewish 
settlements and Israeli recalci¬ 
trance in returning Palestinian 
land has stalled peace talks for 
a year, but Netanyahu seems 
unwilling to compromise. 

And so. to the despair of Is¬ 
rael's friends and the delight of 
its enemies, the Israeli prime 
minister seems set on leading 
the country into war on the 
50th anniversary of its birth. ■ 

This article, originally ap¬ 
pearing in MER, has been ed¬ 
ited for brevity. 


Jerusalem history “severely altered” by Zionist claims 

Fiction of ‘unified’ holy city 
a result of Israeli domination 


City nf Stone: The Hidden 
History of Jerusalem , hy 
Meron Benvenisti, Universi¬ 
ty nf California Press 


I Reviewed by 
! Naida Rifaat 


Jerusalem is u city that enjoys 
a uniqueness' not shared by 
any other city in the world. It 
is not merely a-hrily city but ft 
of stone, sacred to the three 
major monotheistic religions: 
Islam. Christianity and Juda¬ 
ism. but it is a city (hat for 
over the past 100 years has 
been the center of u deadly 
struggle hetween its native 
Palestinian population on the 
one hand and Zionist colonial 
settlers on the other, both 
who claim sovereignty and 
control over the city ( as well 
as over the entirely of Pales¬ 
tine). 

In City nf Stone. Meron 
Benvenisti. an Israeli citizen 
and former Deputy May nr of 
Jerusalem, describes with 
depth, vividness and compas¬ 
sion the historical roots nf 
this struggle and its many- 
sided religious, national and 
international aspects, as well 
as pondering the possibilities 
tor a future settlement that 
satisfies the mutual interests 
of all its residents. 

Although Benvenisti docs 
not deny the legitimacy of Zi¬ 
onist settlements in Jerusalem 
nor the deep historical and re¬ 
ligious bond that tics Jews to 
Jerusalem and to their most 
sacred site of all. the Temple 
Mount, he nevertheless recog¬ 
nizes. unlike the prevailing 
Israeli position, the Palestin¬ 
ians as constituting a national 
collective with historical 
roots and legitimate rights in 
Jerusalem 

Moreover, although he may 
disagree with some of the Pal¬ 
estinian interpretation of Jeru¬ 
salem's .mcieni and more re¬ 
cent hi>lorv. including some 
nf the events during the Man- 
d.iton period, he nonetheless 
reveals how Israel herself has 
manipulated historical facts 
in order to justify Zionist 
claims and foster Israeli legit¬ 
imacy. Thu- ihc Israeli ver¬ 
sion id Jerusalem’s history 
marginalizes the non-Jewish 
presence in the city, meaning 
that thousand- ot years nl the 
city’s history are disregarded. 

In addition the bloody com¬ 
munal warfare between Jews 
and Palestinians during the 
Mandatory period is margi¬ 
nalized and the killing and 
expulsion of i Palestinian) ci¬ 
vilians and the looting uf 
their property that accompa¬ 
nied tt has "been obliterated 
from Israeli national con¬ 
sciousness in an effort to for¬ 
get this embarrassing chapter. 

Benvenisti also describes 
how. following the Israeli oc¬ 
cupation and annexation of 
East Jerusalem after the 1967 
w«ir. Israel adopted a multi¬ 
pronged policy aimed at en¬ 
suring Israeli rule over the 
newly "unified cily" and Is¬ 
rael's self-proclaimed capital. 
This has involved expanding 
and constantly manipulating 
Jerusalem’s municipal boun¬ 


daries. expropriating Palestin¬ 
ian land, intensifying Jewish 
settlement and adopting dis¬ 
criminatory measures against 
the Palestinian population. 

These measures have 
aimed at creating physical 
and demographic foil accom¬ 
pli that will make any future 
***c-divisiiHi of foer.crtyvrrapos- 
. sihlc. They have entailed 
* •‘•creating a demographic* (bal¬ 
ance in favour of the Jewish 
presence in the cily while pre¬ 
venting the growth of the 
Arab population or the expan¬ 
sion of its living space. They 
have also allowed the annexa¬ 
tion of further West Bank ter¬ 
ritory hy including it within 
Jerusalem’s boundaries. 

Moreover they have in¬ 
volved the imposition of an 
inferior social and economic 
status on the Arab community 
resulting in spatial segrega¬ 
tion and extreme ethnic and 
socioeconomic polarization 
which has meant, as Bcnve- 
nisii points out. that charac¬ 
terizing Jerusalem ns a “uni¬ 
fied city” is in itself a 
political, economic and social 
fiction, valid only lor sloga¬ 
neering purposes. 

Benvenisti describes how 
the quasi-military style of 
creating "irreversible" facts 
on the ground in order to en¬ 
sure Israeli dominion over the 
“unified city” has greatly 
changed Jerusalem's tradi¬ 
tional visual texture and se¬ 
verely altered its historical 
character and esthetic value 
which had hecn preserved un¬ 
til IH.7. 

He also points out how the 
policy t»l land expropriation 
and intensive Jewish settle¬ 
ment as well as that of polari¬ 
zation .iik! discrimination 
contributed to the Palestinian 
uprising or intifada i 1987- 
1**93). In his opinion the Inti¬ 


fada and the strong desire for 
separation constituted the mo¬ 
tivating force behind the Is¬ 
raeli-Palestinian peace pro¬ 
cess and the consequent 
signing of the Israeli- 
Palestinian Declaration of 
Principles in 1993. Although 
the discussion of Jerusalem 
was .removed from rhe con¬ 
text of the interim agreement 
and-relegated to the final stat¬ 
us negotiations. Benvenisti 
nevertheless sees that the 
Declaration of Principles em¬ 
bodied Israel's recognition of 
the Palestinian, collective and 
thus imparted legitimacy to 
this national collective in Je¬ 
rusalem. 

However Benvenisti also 
points out that Israel has al¬ 
ways considered leaving Jeru¬ 
salem for last to be an ex¬ 
tremely important ' tactical 
objective, since postponement 
of the debate would enable Is¬ 
rael to continue establishing 
irreversible facts in the cily. 
thereby reinforcing its staLus. 

Benvenisti sees that the 
“Jerusalem problem” is a 
highly complex one. an enig¬ 
ma that still awaits to be un¬ 
raveled. He surveys the many 
proposals and plans that have 
heen put forward for its solu¬ 
tion since the start of the cen¬ 
tury. which include issues 
such as sovereignty, the holy 
places and municipal admin¬ 
istration. none of which have 
been implemented except for 
those imposed by force of 
arms. In Benvenisti’s opinion 
the conflict over Jerusalem is 
not simply an ethnic, munici¬ 
pal dispute with an intcrrelig- 
ious flavor, but a dispute be¬ 
tween two national 
communities seeking to con¬ 
trol the country and the cily 
that they share. It is a conflict 
that is not so much a "prob¬ 
lem” as it is a “condition” 


that pervades every level of 
private and collective life and 
where competing aspirations 
for self-determination, inde¬ 
pendence and sovereignty are 
ajt'stake. 

For an ethno-nationa! con¬ 
flict such as this, a “solution- 
oriented” approach may not, 
■ be as .ipplicableas- 
cess-orientea ' approach, j 
which reqiikes 0 consttirittf- * 
fort to grapple with the exi¬ 
gencies of a changing reality, 
with no-shortcuts via once- 
and-for-all solutions. In this . 
dynamic approach progress is 
measured not in teirms of ap¬ 
proaching some predeter- 
. mined objective, but by the 
mere fact of agreement, even 
on the pettiest of issues. 

Benvenisti sees that the so- 
called Oslo process embodies 
such an approach, nnd could . 
eventually achieve an ar¬ 
rangement that one may right¬ 
ly call:“the final settlement.” . 
However he sees that the ma¬ 
jor threat to this process- 
oriented approach is the rise 
to power of the Israeli Right 
headed by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
has vowed to “ensure that Je¬ 
rusalem is not negotiable." 
Despite this, however. Benve¬ 
nisti points out that, although 
the Israelis enjoy a clear ad¬ 
vantage over the Palestinians, 
having all the force of a sove- 
reign state at Lheir disposal, 
they nevertheless have been 
repeatedly made . to realize 
their limitations: no form of 
coercion that they have ap¬ 
plied has been capable of sup¬ 
pressing the Palestinians’ col¬ 
lective attachment to 
Jerusalem and its concrete 
manifestations, thus the strug¬ 
gle for Jerusalem has not . 
hecn decided and its enigma 
still remains..:! 
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"Welcome, A hr. Pol Pott You killed only 2 of* 3 million, but what style!" 


Added time! 

THE TALKS that; are-» 
take place soon irr London 

between- Ptesidem -Arafat ■ 
and Prime Minister Netan¬ 
yahu are reminiscent of a 
soccer match in which two 
important teams are play-- 
ingout the lastmoments at; 
injury time. Injury time in 
this case is an opt analogy, 
for die situation, as there 
isn't even a grace' period ic 
lick the wounds. 

One hopes that the real! 
tv. is different, and that alt 
the statements made re¬ 
garding this round -being 
the make-or-break round 
are ail hyperbole. The opti¬ 
mism expired regarding 
the possibilities of a major' 
breakthrough in the dead¬ 
locked Patestinian-lsraeh 
track are dearly a. matter 
of setting a positive tone 
prior to tbe meeting. 

Perhaps it would have 
been advisable to lower the 
lone to at least deflect un 
necessary .presuppositions; 
and avoid putting the 
whole meeting under. the 
cloud of an almost threat¬ 
ening hope. .Tire current 
aura of optimism may 
backfire if .the meeting fal¬ 
ters.. for as things stand 
now many‘people arc wary 
of. pronouncements revoiv 
ing around the understand 
ably'hopeful attitudes that! 
have risen recently with re¬ 
spect to the new meeting. 

Clearly, not only in our 
region’, but also in the in 
temational community, all 
eyes will he set on London 
in the. hope for some, kind 
of a commitment to-push 
forward the Palestinian 
Israeli peace negotiations. 

The success of British 
Prime Minister Blair in 
wearing his two hats—the 
British hat and the EU 
hat—has provided some 
comfort to the US-led ef¬ 
forts to promote peace in 
the region, yet even his di¬ 
plomacy will attract the 
same flack if the EU’s role 
does not qualitatively keep 
on par with the immense 
responsibilities of solving 
the complex issues related 
To the; most vqlqtilr region 
' in the. world. ' • • 

If Ufc Paleiurrian-Israeli 
peace, track represents an 
international burden, then 
one is entitled to wonder 
why the EU does not share 
the political burdens (al 
ready, it is assuming the fi. 
nancial. burdens) with the 
US at least from the per¬ 
spective of the old saying. 

"a problem shared is a 
problem halved.” 

Netanyahu has emphati¬ 
cally stated his objections 
to on expanded EU role, 
and despite his good rela¬ 
tions with Blair, he docs 
hot hide his opinions to the 
effect the Europe does nqt 
understand the complex is¬ 
sues of the Middle East, 
though he himself has 
more often been accused of 
exactly this. Nevertheless, 
it in itself did not deter him 
from carrying out his tasks 
as Israel’s prime minister 
as well as Its central nego¬ 
tiator with the EU... 

The clear objective of 
the frequent visits., of 
American arid EU envoys 
to. the region is to promote 
and-to help materialize re¬ 
gional peace. In this tight 
it seems that any party that 
has credibility and is will¬ 
ing to participate in the 
process ought to he given 
the ■ chance to do so.. It_ is 
essential to remind -our¬ 
selves that the question'nf 
peace in the region cannot 
depend on Netanyahu's 
sensitivities, on Arafat's 
opinions, nor on American 
good-wili alone, because 
the adverse consequences 
of a failure to achieve any¬ 
thing resembling a compre¬ 
hensive regional peace 
agreement are likely to be 
overwhelming.^ 

.It is dangerous lo view 
the consequences. nf the 
forthcoming meeting ■ in 
London as the beginning of 
the end. or as the turning 
over of a new leaf. Instead", 
we should view, it os on im¬ 
portant step on the path to 
finding a solution to the 
impasse. There may . be 
other .steps to follow the 
London meeting, and fur¬ 
ther negotiations. may be 
necessary to achieve ac¬ 
ceptable results. 

But lei us not make it a 
watershed event, after 
which either total disaster 
is imminent, or the peace 
frack is healthy and.kicfc- 
. ing again. .To intensify our 
efforts in Jordan,: to push 
forward the comnion inter- 
-.esis, of 'all concerned, pri- 
fharijy our own interests; is 
a major concern that, we’ 
should pay close attention 
to. and consistently-cany 
oul ■ 
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Qaal'ty Paiticipatiiig 
company m 

Lebanon, Stf* 

Kry-* *3£ ; 

X Ats Bahrain. Qatar 

fe a vir emcn -^ 

40 local companies 
tawe agreed to take part 
fcxpo Jordan expects me' 
fhkThT *? h®**’ >00 

fnoth local and Arab). A 

scientific meeting will Tie 
convened alongside the 
?how to highlight the 
impiemenration of the - 
ISO 9000 certification. 
and other quality systems 
m the Arab countries., 
The number of Jordanian 
companies that are ISO 1 
9000 certified ! is - 
currently 80. 

■ The Jordanian Loan 
Guarantee Corp made .a . 
profit of about '- JD 
431.000 in 1997 against 
JD 456,000 in 1996. Its 
revenues went up from. 
JD 961.000 in 1996 to JD 
13.million in 1997. Total . 
assets of the company 
saw a rise of JD 1Z9 mil¬ 
lion in 1997 compared 
with JD 10.6 million iq 

1996. Liabilities were JD 
2.2 million in 1997 
against JD 2.1 million in 
1996. Statistics reveal 
that since it was estab¬ 
lished in 1994 through 
the end of 1997. the com¬ 
pany received 1,938 loan 
applications. Customer 
credit thus far is JD 19 
million, with the service 
sector receiving- .the- 
lion's share with overall 
loans at 58% followed by 
the industrial sector at 
31% with agriculture 
corning in at 2%. 

■ The volume of goods 
which entered die Aqaba 
free zone was about 
420,711 tons in 1997, a 
rise of 11% over 1996. 
Exported goods from the 
same zone totalled. 
418.537 tons, last year, of - 
which 155.450 tons were 
for the local market arid 
263.087 tons transit 
cargo'. Overall revemn 
of AqaHa'fniczorie.V "" 
JpZ800:000:in.l897 r f 

■ The .Arab Jordanian ■ 
Investment' . Sank, 
recoided -.a - noticeable^ 
growth lastyear. Its rcye^ 
nues totalled JD 19; milp, 
lion compared with JD^ 
17.3 miUhm in 1996. The 
Bank generated pet prof-.; 
its estimated • at-; JQ 
580.000. It carried oat; 
some touristic projects,- 
among them the estab¬ 
lishment of the- Medhef- 
ranean Touristic.Invest¬ 
ment Co. which S in 
charge of foe construc¬ 
tion and management of' 
Four Seasons Hotel in 
Amman. 
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struggle faces 

companies 


ByUham Sadeq - 

Star Staff Writer ” ’ 

PROBLEMS FACING foe force 
mqor Jwt famari private rntinwiV 
caniers-^JElT, Alpha and Pfr- 

I tra—continues to be the talk of 
• .town.. Owners of.foc three com¬ 
panies put the blame for their 
-financial losses on‘the'regional 
political climate—especially the 
stalled' peace.'process—which 
has been shown to impact op all 
economic sectors, including the 
touristic.ane. : 

Sadly, has become a rale 
that political situations often 
hinder economic progress. Tins 
bemg the case, die number of 
tourists arriving jn Jordan. esper 
cally -from ndghbormg couo- 
tties, has continued to 
In order to znmnnzze their 
losses, the three private trans¬ 
port companies made a decision 
this year to correlate their open* 
lions. 

They have all agreed to work 
out of a unified office that will 
regulare the process of bookings' 
for touristic groups. This also 
means that bus rates have been 
unified.' But the introduction of 
. the new system has opt im¬ 
proved the situation or reduced 
the losses. However, some say 
' that it at least puts an end to the 
price .war which previously 
raged among the three, compa¬ 
nies. 

Malek Haddad; direc tor of . 
tourism and booking in JETT 
tells The Star that the movement 
of tourists is tfirectiy affected by 
regional political developments; 
maintainbig-that if stability pre¬ 
vails the number of tourists in¬ 
creases.- 

But others argue that prices 


also have an impact 
“The touristic transport com- 
parties are today following the 
rates fixed by. the Ministry of 
Tourism in 1995.'’ be said hint¬ 
ing that they should be reviewed 
V in line with rising costs. 

... Though the unified office was 
seen as an outlet to offset the 
companies' losses, Haddad adds 
that die situation has worsened. 

■He argues drat the total costs 
of purchasing a bus is around JD 
160,000. If the current situation 
remains' unchanged, then the 
revenues collected by the com¬ 
panies on each bus would not 

- cover the buying price. And, in 
addition, there are expenses of 
daily maintenance and repairs 
that are rax even included in the 
above figure. 

. All three companies recorded 
losses in 1997 which statistics 
put at nearly JD 2.5 million. **If 
we compare the size of losses 
with that of the capital of each 
company—which is around JD 
10 million—then it can be real¬ 
ized bow grave the situation is," 
Haddad continues. 

Though it's true that the gen¬ 
eral touristic climate is not en- 
-couxagmg, some transport com¬ 
panies are trying to make up for 

- it in other ways, for example by 
organizing trips to Saudi Arabia 
during the: pilgrimage and Um- 
rabseasons. 

•*.. But despite the fact that reve- 
nues remain below expectations, 

. tiie focus of the companies con¬ 
tinues to be directed at carrying 
tour groups to and from different 
archaeological sites m the King¬ 
dom. 

■ Even in summer, supposedly . 
a high season, activity remains 
slack. 


Sana Ashour 
from Petra says 
thru all companies 
cooperate with lo¬ 
cal travel agents 
in arranging spe¬ 
cial trips to Leba¬ 
non, Syria, and 
Turkey.’ 

Shafeek Al 
Hayek of Alpha 
tells The Star that 
in summer, tire 
movement re¬ 
mains low. ‘The 
three operators 
work at only 40 to 
45 percent of their 
usual capacity; 
other operators 
sometimes drop 
below 35 percent. 

Haddad adds 
that the rate of 
bookings has de¬ 
clined by 40 per¬ 
cent compared 
with last year. 

‘The problem 
is that this activity 
is seasonal." says 
Al Hayek adding 
that the season 
reaches its peak in mid-April. 
We are now in the end of April, 
which is termed to be the 
'‘peak" or the high season, but 
the situation is still disappoint¬ 
ing. Normally, the touristic sea¬ 
son in Jordan, as Al Hayek sug¬ 
gests. is from September until 
mid-November, and flourishes 
during Christmas and tire New 
Year. It picks up again between 
March till the end of May. 

"From May till early Septem¬ 
ber activity is slack again." Al 
Hayek says. 

Haddad points that all com¬ 



panies have three really good 
months when visitors flock to 
the Kingdom during April, and 
in October "Mostly European 
tourists come to Jordan during 
these months to enjoy their \a^ 
cation in (he warm local cli¬ 
mate." In mid-December the 
number of tourist groups also 
increases. "But from June till 
August, about 70 percent of our 
vehicles are inactive ~ 

If ihe situation doesn't 
change, operators warn that 
(hey may be forced to close 
down within-two io three vears. 


So. where does the problem 
lie? Is it in the disproportion be¬ 
tween rates and costs, the way 
tours through the Kingdom are 
planned, or is it just a reflection 
of the general mood? 

Haddad suggests that “Jordan 
should be marketed or promot¬ 
ed in a proper way." This bur¬ 
den lies with the newly pro¬ 
posed Authority to Activate 
Tourism, bui remains a task for 
all involved parties if the down¬ 
hill slide of tourism is io be 
turned around. ■ 


Business venue exceeds expectations 

THE 2ND Conference of Arab Businessmen succeeded in 
bringing together 500 businessmen to meet face to face and 
exchange views on enhancing cooperation and laying the 
groundwork for economic integration. 

Held in Cairo, the conference highlighted the basis of a 
strategy for pan-Arab economic cooperation, a step that will 
help in establishing an Arab Free Trade zone. The meeting 
also concentrated on developing coordination between various 
domains including investments, industry, trade, mining, con¬ 
tracting, tourism, and finance. 

Bilateral agreements were concluded during the meetings 
between Jordanian businessmen and their counterparts to seek 
ways of carrying out joint ventures—some even called for the 
immediate execution of 31 projects which have already been 
discussed. 

The participants also stressed the need for free access 
between countries for Arab businessmen. 

They appealed to Arab governments (hat arc either cur¬ 
rently implementing a privatization strategy or are planning to 
do so. to give priority to local and Arab capital in the owner¬ 
ship and management of privatized projects. 

Businessmen also reiterated their calls in discriminate 
between economic interests and political relations among 
Arab slates. This is an old/ncw demand that many business^ 
men and investors have long asked for. They argue that inter- 
Arab economic ties and plans are often subject io fluctuations 
in political relations. 

The issue of activating the role of Arab financial and mone¬ 
tary institutions in financing Arab business sector projects 
was also among the recommendations concluded at the 
conference. 

Heading the Jordanian delegation. Hamdi Tabba'a. who is 
president of the Arab Businessmen Council, said that the con¬ 
ference was a great success and confirmed that ii embodied 
the spirit of a just and cooperative dialogue between business¬ 
men in the hrotherly countries. Tabba'a”. also the chairman of 
the Jordanian Businessmen Association, pointed nut that the 
Arab Free Trade Zone is a step in the right direction. 

“It is the Arab businessmen who should shoulder the 
responsibility for the implementation of ihe free zone." said 
Tabba’a. Saeed Taweel, the vice president of the Arab Busi¬ 
nessmen Council, pointed out that the meeting's accomplish¬ 
ments were beyond expectations. He stressed that the Arab 
countries have ihe potential to be a strong unified body. Many 
workshops were organized alongside meetings focusing on 
investments, means of upgrading industrial output, free access 
of goods, manpower, capital and expertise. V 


British Airways ’ largest investment ever 



; is British Airways’ 'largest ever 
^agjp.,,ln.vestnaicpr.-otaside.v of- 
passenger airoaft. When com¬ 
pleted on Ist-Jamiary 1999. the 
l> centre will be able to handle 
more than 800.000 tons of cargo 
a year, .with tire' potential for one 
million tons in the future. The 
tending will be 300 metres King 
and 35 mores high, and has a 
roof area the size of-six football 
fields. It ‘will include state-of- 
the-art mateiials-handlingand 
bar-coifing systems and when 
cpmpfete, 1 he combination of 
technologies win result in one 
of the most sophisticated atio- 
- mated cargo-handling system in 
the world, 

~Tte oanro_wiU. be built on 
|‘ four level? and"will incorporate 
38" kxry-leacftng bays and more 
than SiOOfi roUa- decks ard ver- 
: tUsal tefiyeyws. Thelmechani- 
cai-handlmg contract alone, a 
conateratite between. GEC A|s- 
thom and Lodige,-“is valued at 
£87 minion, making hr one of 
foe largest ever awarded. The 
centre- will ;.be based at; : the 
Sou them perimeter'of Heathrow 


mArrpod,,. approximately. - 450 
-jnetres from the South runway. 
^Design/ • services including 
mechanical handling architec¬ 
ture, and all engineering arc pro¬ 
vided by WS Atkins Consul- 
- tarns, and its close proximity to 
the runway was investigated to 
ensure that it will not adversely 
effect wind turbulence. 

• Kevin Hatton. Managing 
Director of British Airways 
Wprid Cargo, joined the project 
.team to drive in the first pile. He 
said This is a proud moment 
for all of the people in the busi¬ 
ness who have worked so hard 
. for ; the_ project to reach this 
stage. 

.With all the enabling works 
completed, this is the next phase 
of the building program, which 
is on schedule for completion in 
. 1998 r. 

. During the planning and 
design of the Cargocentre: the 
• Civil Aviation Authority (CAA} 
-expressed concern that reflec¬ 
tions from such a large struc¬ 
ture, to.be built close to the air¬ 
port's radar systems, would’ 
interfere with them. WS Atkins 




Hatton 

Consultants asked Ramsey 
Brown, a civil aviation radar 
reflections consultant well 
known at Heathrow smd to the 
CAA. to draw up a cost- 
effective radar reflectivity 
scheme for the building ;md 
obtain CAA approval to it 

This scheme uses "stealth” 
technology to reduce building 
reflections. employs radar 
absorbing cladding on- the -east 
elevation of the structure, and a 
more cost-effective and a brand 
new radar reflecting cladding 
system on the larger north eleva¬ 
tion. It has just been approved 
by the CAA. 

The World Cargo centre is 
arguably one of the moM for¬ 
ward looking development in 
ihe global market or the air 
cargo industry. On completion, 
it will maximize efficiency’ and 
provide high levels of customer 
service and will set the standard 
for other airports io follow. The 
centre represents the changing 
face of the West and South or 
Heathrow Airport, where other 
• major developments include the 
creation of Terminal 5 and Pros¬ 
pect Park. ■ 
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Island domestic industries in dire straits 

Fiscal scheme to boost Japan 
sidesteps essential issues 


By Paul Abrahams and 
Mark Suzman 

THE JAPANESE government 
Friday night adopted a Y16.650 
'billion ($128 billion) package 
aimed at rescuing the country's 
beleaguered economy. The 
largcr-than-cxpected program 
included temporary tax cuts. 
puhlic works spending and low- 
cosi loans. 

The government claimed 
there was more than Y12.000 
billion of new spending in the 
package—the largest-evcr 

announced—which ” should 
hnosi economic growth hy 2 
percentage points over the next 
12 months. 

Finance Minister Hiraku 
Matsunugn said: "The package 
has aft the necessary measures 
to get the economy out of the 
current severe situation. I am 
sure the package will lead to an 
economic recovery.*' 

Robcn Rubin. US treasury 
secretary, welcomed the pack¬ 
age hut said further initiatives 
were necessary to stimulate 
Japan's eefibonriy. . 

"These arc positive steps." 
Rubin said. "We hope the gov¬ 
ernment will put these measures 
into place quickly and effec¬ 
tively ami move forward with 
further actions, including meas¬ 
ures to strengthen Japan's finan¬ 
cial system and open and dereg¬ 
ulate its economy to help 
establish a basis for long- 
Uisting. demand-led growth." 

By adopting the measures 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
nx'io. has :ihandoncd the main 
plank of his economic policy— 
his ambition by March 2004 to 
halve the country’s fast- 
growing budget deficit to 3 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
and cease the issue of deficit- 
financing honds. He has now 
extended the tarect date to 
March 2006. 

The measures include 
YlfifKl hillion of temporary lax 
cuts this year, and a funheT 
Y2.00C) hiflicm next year. Mal- 
sunaga would not make a com¬ 
mitment thai the tax cuts would 
he permanent—a move recom¬ 
mended hy cciHiomisis as a way 
of reviving Ihe confidence of 
Japan's haucrcd consumers. 

Data published yesterday 
showed department More sales 
across the country fell 20.8 per¬ 
cent year on year in March, the 
worst slide since the Japan 
Dcfxirtmeni Stores Association 
began cnmpiiinc records in 
1965. 

The package also included: 

■ About Y7.700 billion to he 
spent on public works. This 
included a less-than- expected 
Y r.000 tirflion on telecommuni¬ 
cations. A plan to lay a large 
fihre-optre network appears to 
have been abandoned. 

■ Ah hji Y2.300 billion to 
boost ihe moribund property 
mi irk cl 

■ A further Y2.000 billion to 
help small businesses. 


■ About Y4.000 billion held 
in post office savings accounts 
to be pumped into the equity 
markets. 

The scale of the economic U- 

tum .should ’ ■ not • 1 be 

underestimated. 

The attempts at fiscal recti¬ 
tude through the combination of 
government spending cuts and 
tax increases have had a disas¬ 
trous impact on the economy, 
which is in its worst down-slide 
since the 1970s oil shock. 

Although there has been 
plenty of criticism of Hashi- 
moto's handling of the economy 
from politicians and business¬ 
men alike, his position looks 
safe at least until the legislative 
elections in July. One reason is 
that there are no realistic alter¬ 
native candidates who would 
want the job at a time like this. 

In sprite of the scale of Hashi- 
moto's humiliation, there is.lit¬ 
tle indication that his efforts will 
provide the framework for sus¬ 
tainable economic growth. True, 
the package is bigger than 
expected. Thai much was evi¬ 
dent from the reaction of the 
markets—early details boosted 
the stock matkei and yen. and 
forced down bond prices. 

There is little doubt a pack¬ 


age of this scale will have some 
impact Most analysis believe it 
should prevent the economy 
disappearing down a deflation¬ 
ary spiral. They argue it should 
secure a bottom below which 
the economy should not fall, but 
that it is not sufficient to pro¬ 
vide sustainable growth. James 
Morgan, economist at HSBC in 
Tokyo, for example, predicts 
that even with the latest pack¬ 
age. economic growth will he 
zero this fiscal year. 

The problem is not so much 
the scale of the package, but its 
contents. About Y7.700 billion 
is to be spent on public works 
programs—more than had been 
predicted- Such investments 
have an immediate impact on 
the economy because about 10 
percent of the active work force 
is involved in construction. But 
economists say the “multiplier 
effect”—or additional economic 
activity generated—is low. The 
advantage for Hashimoto's 
Liberal Democratic party fLDP) 
of public works spending is that 
iL can be aimed at marginal con¬ 
stituencies. In other words, it is 
politically efficient, even if it is 
economically inefficient 
The other main concern is the 
lack of permanent tax cuts. So 


far. Y2.000 billion of income 
tax cuts have been announced 
for this year and another Y2.000 
billion for 1999. However, con¬ 
sumer confidence is so low that 
there are fears most households 
will save their rebates rather 
than spend them. Critics argue 
any tax cup. must he permanent 
but the hest indication about the 
issue was from the finance min¬ 
ister. who yesterday said the 
LDP's tax panel would continue 
to ponder the question. 

All this may merely be the 
economics equivalent of count¬ 
ing angels on pin-heads. Sus¬ 
tainable growth remains elusive 
sind Japan’s economy is still 
mired in recession. 

The latest package will prob¬ 
ably buy some time. What is 
required, say economists, is that 
thai time should he used to 
accelerate deregulation and 
undertake a massive restructur¬ 
ing of Japan's inefficient 
domestic industry. But the bar¬ 
riers to such change are huge. 
Most of the pressure groups that" 
hold sway over the LDP have 
every interest in blocking moves 
for radical restructuring. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


American West reports 
80 % increase in earnings 


PHOENIX, USA— America West Hold¬ 
ings Corp, the parent company of America 
West Airlines. Inc. and the Leisure Com¬ 
pany, reported a a net income of $25 mil¬ 
lion in the first quarter 1998. This is an 80 
percent increase over the previous record 
of $14 minion in the first quarter of 1997. 
Dflnted earnings per share (EPS) for foe 
1988 first quarter were $0.53 compared 
with $0-36 In last year’s quarter. 

Excluding foe amortization of excess 
re organiza tion value (ERV), dilated earn¬ 
ing per share would have been $0.64 for 
foe 15)98 first quarter and reverses foe 
reported $053. 

ERV is an intangible asset established as 
a result of America West's emergence 
from financial restructuring in August 
1994, being amortized over a 20-year 
period. Management believes that an 
improved understanding of foe Com¬ 
pany’s results can be gained by adjusting 
for the impact of this non-cash charge. 

‘The record quarter reflects our 
employees' efforts to improve the service 
and profitability of the Airline,” said W3- 
Ham a. Franke, chairman and CEO of 
America West Holdings Corporation. 
“Our enhanced capabilities and a . re¬ 
engineered revenue management strategy 
have resulted in significant increases in 
yields and improvements in trait revenues 
year-oyef-year, Fuel prices, management 
of. the Airline's cost structure and 
employee productivity drove a year-over- 
year decrease in unit costs- These factors 
together vrifh.our con tinned growth pro- 
vnde great xnaznentimL We expect ft record 
second quarter and record year in 199ft” 

America West adopted a new organiza¬ 
tional structure in January 1997 when foe 


America West Holdings Corp became the 
publicly traded parent of America West 
Airlines. The Leisure Company (TLCl, a 
tour packaging and vacation business, was 
founded as a separate subsidiary on 1 
January 1998. 

America West Airlines reported record 
first quarter revenue of $471 million com¬ 
pared with $462 million In the 1997 quar¬ 
ter. Passenger revenue per available seat 
mile (RASM) increased 0.9 percent to 7.59 
cents, driven by an 11 S percent increase 
in passenger yield. The increase in RASM 
and yield occurred despite foe reinstate¬ 
ment of a federal transportation excise tax 
which was not in effect in last year's first 
quarter. Operating cost per available seat 
mOe (CASM) fell lit percent to 7.24 cents, 
primarily due to lower fuel prices. 

The Leisure Company reported first 
quarter revenues of $43J) million com¬ 
pared with $50.7 milHoD in the prior 
year’s quarter. Revenue fell due to Amer¬ 
ica West Airlines' Improving yield profile, 
which resulted in less reliance on vacation 
package traffic and. therefore, lower vol¬ 
umes for TLC The unit’s operating 
income declined $0.5 million as a redac¬ 
tion in volume-related costs largely offset 
foe decline in revenue. Pretax income for 
this year’s quarter, the unit's first as a sep¬ 
arate reporting entity, was $23 mHtiott. 
--The Company has returned over $75 
million m its equity bolder through stock 
and warrant repurchases in foe post two 
years. America West is part of an aviation 
and travel services company with 1997 
sales or $1.9 billion. America West Airlines 
is America’s ninth largest airline serving 
more flu™ 90 destinations in the US, Can¬ 
ada and Mexico. ■ 
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UN sanctions on Iraq 
continue but at expense 


By John M. Gosbko 

UNITED NATIONS—The 
United States, seeking lo 
head off a Russian plan to 
case weapons searches in 
Iraq, proposed last Monday 
that the Security Council 
maintain sanctions on Iraq 
while holding out the possi¬ 
bility of relief if Baghdad 
continues to cooperate with 
UN inspectors. 

In language that departed 
markedly from the unrelent¬ 
ing hard line normally 
directed hy the United States 
to Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's government. US 
Ambassador Bill Richardson 
acknowledged that Iraq has 
made progress in getting rid 
of its nuclear weapons. 

But. Richardson added. 
"Iraq still has miles to go.” 
and he insisted that it was 
premature to lift the crip¬ 
pling economic embargo 
imposed on Iraq following its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Richardson look this posi¬ 
tion as the 15-nation council 
held its first review in a year 
on whether to continue the 
sanctions. They arc supposed 
to remain in effect until the 
council is satisfied that Iraq 
has eliminated its chemical, 
biological and nuclear 
weapons. 

While no council member 
advocates lifting the sanc¬ 
tions at this time, a recent 
report by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said it can find no 
evidence that Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's govern¬ 
ment has nuclear weapons 
and material. 

That led Russia, which is 
sympathetic to Iraq's 
demands for relief, to circu¬ 
late a draft resolution that 
would close the so-called 
“nuclear file" by concluding 
that Iraq has cooperated fully 
with the council in the 
nuclear area and ordering a 
shift to "passive monitoring" 
by satellites and sensors 
rather than frequent, on-the- 
ground inspections. 

The Russian plan has the 
support of China and France, 
both permanent Security 



Council members, and many 
other countries concerned 
that sanctions are having a 
devastating effect on the 
health and welfare of the 
Iraqi population. They sec an 
easing of the inspections as a 
first step toward lifting the 
sanctions in favor of a more 
flexible approach to Iraq. 

Eight years after the UN 
imposed the toughest sanc¬ 
tions ever slapped on any 
nation. Iraq has lost an esti¬ 
mated SMS billion in oil rev¬ 
enues. Iraqi leaders argue 
that the sanctions are respon¬ 
sible for food shortages, mal¬ 
nutrition and premature 
deaths. 

The Russian plan is 
strongly opposed by the 
United States, which argues 
that there should be no letting 
up on inspections until there 
is progress toward determin¬ 
ing the status of Iraq's chem¬ 
ical and biological warfare 
programs. Searches in these 
areas are the responsibility of 
the UN Special Commission 
(UNSCOM), whose execu¬ 
tive chairman, Richard But¬ 


ler. has reported to the coun¬ 
cil that Iraqi obstruction has 
prevented any progress by 
UNSCOM during the last six 
months. 

The United States has saiJ 
it will use its veto, if neces¬ 
sary. (o block the Russian 
resolution. But US officials 
would much prefer to reach 
an accommodation with Mos¬ 
cow that would preserve 
Washington's contention that 
the council is united in its 
approach to Iraq. 

For that reason, the United 
States was urging the council 
last Monday night lo adopt a 
presidential statement, which 
does not have the binding 
effect of a resolution. As 
described hy Richardson, it 
would recognize progress by 
Iraq on nuclear arms and its 
action last month, following 
an agreement with Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, in per¬ 
mitting UNSCOM inspectors 
into previously off-limit pres¬ 
idential palace sites. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Saeed Sahhaf 
said Tuesday that an agree¬ 


ment negotiated by Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to per¬ 
mit weapons searches of pre¬ 
viously off-limits presidential 
buildings does not entitle 
inspectors lo an unlimited 
number of visits over an 
indefinite period, apparently 
contradicting UN officials. 

At a news conference here. 
Sahhaf said the 23 February 
agreement, which averted US 
air and missile strikes against 
Iraq, refers only to “an initial 
visit and subsequent visits." 
While he was vague about 
how many “subsequent vis¬ 
its" might be allowed, he left 
no doubt that Baghdad does 
not intend to let" them take 
place i nde finite ly and 
believes that it. and not the 
United Nations, has the 
power to decide when they 
should he ended. 

But the statement also 
would note that Baghdad still 
needs to take steps in a num¬ 
ber of other areas. If it does, 
the statement would hold out, 
a promise to take another look 
at cutting back on inspections 
sometime in the future. 
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“We. the United States, 
acknowledge progress in the 
areas of access to presiden¬ 
tial and sensitive sites.” 
Richardson told reporters. 
"There appears to be some 
progress in the nuclear file. 
However, we believe it is 
premature to close the 
nuclear file." 

In the nuclear area, Rich¬ 
ardson said. Iraq must dis¬ 
close more information about 
nuclear enrichment activities, 
design of its nuclear programs 
and past imports of nuclear 
material. He also said there 
was need for much greater 
disclosure in the chemical and 
biological areas, and he said 
any decision to lift sanctions 
should take into account 
Iraq's human rights record, 
and its continuing failure to 
account for Kuwaiti prisoners 
or lo make restitution for sto¬ 
len or destroyed Kuwaiti 
property. 

However, on the humani¬ 
tarian level sanctions con¬ 
tinue to bite. The death of 
children under 5 rose from 
7.000 to 57.000 a year 
between 1989 and 1996 
according to figures provided 
hy UNIC'EF. 

In addition to that, the 
world organization estimates 
that more than I million chil¬ 
dren under the age of 5, 
nearly onc-third of the young¬ 
sters in the country, are mal¬ 
nourished. ■ 

LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 



Palestinians cross the demolished AUehby Bridge into Jordan in the wake of the Ismti occu¬ 
pation of the West Bank, Gaza strip, Sinai, and the Golan Heights in 1967, (photo, UN) 


Rabbi inspires 
and revulsion 



■¥ 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
in a bright auditorium inside a 
dilapidated hack-.nlley syna¬ 
gogue. a slow-moving old rabbi 
in a glittering costume is gestic¬ 
ulating as he speaks. 

On this particular Saturday 
night. Rav Ovadia Yosef is dis¬ 
cussing what activities are or 
arc not allowed on shabbat. the 
Jewish day of rest. After a few 
minutes of introductory 
remarks, he launches into a 
long and detailed discussion of 
whether it is permissible to fold 
one's pants on shabbat before 
going to bed. 

"Are the pants creased 
already?" he asks rhetorically, 
indicating to his listeners in the 
jam-packed auditorium that this 
crucial distinction holds the 
solution to the question. 

To j nonbeliever, the subject 
might seem-insignificant, but 
his audience of several hundred 
black-hatted. ultra-Orthodox 
Jews that reaches to the door 
and beyond, into the hallway 
and down the stairs is pressing 
forward to hear every word. 

Such micro-analyses of what 
i> or is not permissible are com¬ 
mon at Yosefs bi-weekly ses¬ 
sions: Several weeks earlier, he 
delivered his opinion on 
whether religious law permits 
Jews to pick their noses on 
shahhaL 

Bui don't he fooled: The Rav 
Ovadia Yosef a 7S-year-o!d 
Sephardic rabbi in dark sun¬ 
glasses and (lowing robes who 
was bom in Baghdad. Iraq, and 
brought to Jerusalem as a child 
is one of the most influential 
men in Israel. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu comes 
regularly to seek his support as 
did Prime Ministers Shimon 
Peres and Yitzhak Rabin before 
him. Although he is unnerving 
and often inexplicable to much 


of the secular establishment 
Yosef is a crucial figure at the 
nexus of religion and state in 
Israel, and one who cannot be 
ignored. 

The rabbi’s power derives 
primarily from his position as 
spiritual leader of Sbas, a 15- 
year-old political party that 
holds 10 of the 120 seats in the 
Israeli parliament and is part of 
the ruling government coali¬ 
tion. The party, which offers 
free schooling and hot meals to 
children, among other social 
services, has its political base 
among disaffected Sephardic 
Jews of North African origin 
and is one of the fastest grow¬ 
ing movements in Israeli 
politics. 

On most important policy 
decisions. Shas party leaders 
turn to Yosef for guidance. To 
much of (be secular world, 
however, the words of 'Yosef 
remaincontrovcrsial. often 
inflammatory. sometimes 
bizarre. 

To many secular Israelis, 
Yosef and his party reflect an 
extreme, fundamentalist Juda¬ 
ism of long ago that they 
believe is threatening to 
become ascendant in the mod¬ 
em state of Israel. They are par¬ 
ticularly concerned because 
Netanyahu, like Rabin, has 
found it necessary to include 
Shas in his g o vern m ent coali¬ 
tion. and to grant the party 
favors and funding and pro¬ 
religious legislation to maintain 
his parliamentary majority. 

These critics call Yosef divi¬ 
sive. mean-spirited and anti¬ 
quated. pointing to some of his 
more celebrated pronounce¬ 
ments in recent years: Cigarette 
smokers should be whipped 40 
times. If a woman wears a wig 
as many religious Jewish 
women do "both she and her 
wig will be burned in hell." 

Israel's first Prime Minister 
David Ben-Gurion was an “evil 
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crook." 

National Infrastructure Min¬ 
ister Ariel Sharon “loves park.” 

A man should not walk 
between two women, because 
if he does, “it.is as though he 
walked between two donkeys." 
- When former 'Education 
. Minister Shulamit Aloni, a sec¬ 
ular politician who has clashed 
repeatedly with the uftra- 
Orthodox, dies, “we should be 
glad and hold abanquet" 

Reform and conservative 
Jews; have “abandoned 
Judaism." 
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“Yosef plants the seeds .of 
destruction between Jew and 
Jew.” said Rabbi Meir Azairi. 
head of Tel Aviv’s Reform 
Jewish congregation. “He is.an 
inciteful and instigating rabbi 
who is causing a rift' in the 
nation." - . ,'T‘ 

Even his detractors^, how- r 
ever, agree that Yosef is one of 
the world's great Torah schol¬ 
ars. with an enormous vocal 
ability to touch chords in his 
-audience. "■ ... 

He has published more than 
18 books, die -first of which 
came out when he was 18 years 
old. Despite his - odd-looking 
clothes—he wears the tradi- ' 
tional robes of the Sephardic 
rabbinical leaders—and despite^ 
his harsh, statements, he-ik 
fact, relatively moderate .on . 
issues such as the peace pro¬ 
cess. In 1989, he ruled that it - 
would be permissible, to with- . 
draw from parts of the occu¬ 
pied territories if it woold jave- 
lives and prevent war. He is a 
former Sephardic chief rat&rof ; . 
Israel. 

- . "What’s important. about 
him is that he represents .3be. 
Rabbinic tradition of the Orion- , 
tal Jews." said Moshe Hafoerv 
tal, an expert on Jewi&fr.pR5Jps-- ; ' 
ppiiy with the Shalom flgisuvL, 
Institute in Jerusalem.' Tfc/cafc- 
nes.with him the whole^TroC 
among die Sephardim.of: 
alienated and 
..against in the state 
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_ Kohl suffers key setback in regional elections 

Far right opposition party 
surprises in Saxony vote 


By William Drozdiak 


BERLIN—In a key 

barometer of voter senti¬ 
ment five months before 
national elections. Chan¬ 
cellor Helmut Kohl's rul¬ 
ing Christian Democrats 
suffered a sharp setback 
in legislative elections in 
the eastern state of Sax- 
ony-Anhalt. while the 
far-right German Peo¬ 
ple's Union scored an 
extraordinary 
* £ breakthrough. 

'f According to prelimi¬ 
nary returns, the Chris¬ 
tian Democratic Union's 
share of Sunday's vote 
plunged to about 22 per¬ 
cent of the total, a drop 
of more than 12 percent 
since 1994 elections. The 
Social Democrats, who 
hope to break Kohl’s 16- 
ycar grip on national 
power this September, 
confirmed their status as 
the state's dominant 
party, while the reform 
communists of the Party 
of Democratic Socialism 
held their position as 
Saxony-Anhall’s third- 

largest party. Bringing up 
the rear were the Free 
yfcDemocrats. Kohl's gov¬ 
erning partner, and the 
Greens—neither of which 
cleared the S percent hur¬ 
dle needed to qualify lor 
representation in the state 
legislature. 

Analysts said the vote 
roll eels public dismay over 
record levels of joblessness in 
Saxony-Anhall. one of Ger¬ 
many's poorest stales. Unem¬ 
ployment in the state, once 
the industrial heartland of 
communist East Germany, has 
snared to 25 percent, the high¬ 
est among Germany's 16 
states. 

Peter Hint/e. general secre¬ 



tary of the Christian Demo¬ 
cratic Union, acknowledged 
voters had delivered "a clear 
slap" at his parly, but he 
insisted this would not .liter 


its national campaign strategy 
or affect its hacking of Kohl's 


quest for an unprecedented 
fifth term as chancellor. 

Saxony-Anhalt's Social 
Democrats, led by slate Pre¬ 
mier Reinhard Hocppner. 
improved their share of the 


vote since i°94 to about 36 
percent hut tell well short of 
expectations. Hocppner now 
faces (he difficult task of 
forming a government either 
with passive support from the 
reform communists or in coa¬ 
lition with (he Christian 
Democrats. 

The biggest surprise of the 
ballot was the breakthrough 
by the German People's 
Union. a fiercely anti- 


immigrant party of right- 
wing nationalists that rose 
from obscurity to win a 
projected 14 percent of 
the vote. It has emerged in 
recent years as the coun¬ 
try's fastest-growing party 
of the far right, feeding on 
voter resentment toward 
the 9 million foreigners 
living in Germany— 
foreigners who are 
accused by right-wing 
extremists of stealing jobs 
and milking (he country's 
generous social welfare 
benefits. 

The German People's 
Union was founded Jfl 
years ago by Bavarian 
"" publisher Gerhard Frey, 
who lavished enormous 
sums of money on the 
Saxony-Anhalt election 
campaign, spending as 
much as all other parties 
combined, according to 
stale authorities. Frey has 
declared his intention to 
build a powerful political 
base in eastern Germany 
v-y by exploiting rampant 
popular frustration with 
unemployment and immi¬ 
gration—even though for¬ 
eign residents represent 
little more than 1 percent 
of the population in the 
six eastern states. 

Posters and leaflets 
handed out during the 
Saxony-Anhall campaign 
called for immediate 
expulsion of “all foreign ban¬ 
dits" and “jobs first lor Ger¬ 


mans only." They urged that 
foreign children he barred 
from German.schools and all 
social spending be directed 
only for "German purposes." 
Many People's Union buckcrs' 
appear to he young people, 
confirming a T belief by sociol¬ 
ogists that its many as one- 
third of eastern Germans 
between the ages of 15 and 25 
show extreme right-wing 
sympathies. 

Germany's Office for Pro¬ 
tecting the Constitution, a- 
government agency that mon¬ 
itors extremists, condemned 
the People’s Union in a 1996 
report for what it described as 
ihc party's "anri-scmitic and 
racist tendencies." 

Kohl's challenger for the 
chancellorship. Social Demo¬ 
crat Gerhard Schrocdcr.-has 
pinned his campaign hopes on 
creating a "new middle" , by . 
appealing to disaffected 
Christian Democrats who 
yearn lor fresh leadership. 
The Saxony-Anhalt result 
suggests eastern -voters who 
have soured on kohl might 
not necessarily switch their 
loyalties to the Social 
Democrats. 

Schrocdcr hinted Sunday 
night that a grand coalition 
with the Christian Democrats 
in Saxony-Anhult might he 
the best means of combating 
the rise of the far right. ■ 
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Firsrt Dotty, and Haw Bonnie. Last year’s break-through mm^Sad science which 
resulted in the cloning of a sheept via genetic engineering, has barb fruit yet again. 
Body has become pregnant and produced her first borvu 


Texas basmati causes 


Afghan talks hit snag 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan—Peace talks 
between Afghanistan's warring factions 
dead-locked Monday over the composition 
of a representative council that would 
negotiate a settlement to the nation’s civil 
war. 

A disagreement between the Taliban 
Islamic militia, which controls about two- 
thirds of Afghanistan, and its factional 
opponents over tbe necessary religious 
qualifications of council . members 
prompted a half-day suspension of the 
talks so delegates could consult their lead¬ 
ers. The UN-sponsored talks, which began 
Sunday, are resuming this week. 

The Taliban and opposition delegates 
did agree on an agenda for their talks, 
which were scheduled to last three to five 
days. Subjects they agreed to discuss were 
a cease-fire, prisoner exchange and 
removal of roadblocks to international 
humanitarian aid. 

But sources here in Pakistan’s capital 
described the disagreement over the nego¬ 
tiating council as serious. enough to 
threaten to break up tbe first structured 
peace talks between Afghanistan’s fac¬ 
tions since the Taliban took control of 
Kabul, the capital, in September 1996. On 
April 17, the US ambassador to the United 
Nations, Bill Richardson, won agreement 
Tram the major factions to send delegates 
to this preliminary round of peace talks. 

Mohammad Omar, the Taliban’s top 
leader, contended in a statement issued 


Sunday tbat several rounds or talks in the 
past decade failed to bring peace because 
they were political, rather than religious.' 
The leadership of both sides agreed to 
nominate members to a council of nlemaa. 
or Islamic scholars, to forge a peace agree¬ 
ment. But their delegations have differed 
on the acceptable definition of an Islamic 
scholar. 

The five delegates from the Taliban— 
which has imposed on areas under its con¬ 
trol a brand of Islam that it regards as the 
purest in the world and human rights 
groups describe as perhaps the most 
severe—have insisted that only graduates 
of recognized seminaries would In eligible 
to serve on the council. 

The nine-member delegation from the 
northern-based opposition—which 

includes elements of the Afghan govern¬ 
ment the Taliban drove from Kabul—has 
argued for a broader definition that 
would include scholars who specialize in 
subjects other than Islam. 

Neither ride appeared ready to 
compromise. 

Sources said Taliban representatives 
rejected a proposal by Ibrahim Saleh 
Bakr, an official of the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference who is co- 
chairman of the talks, to permit Islamic 
scholars and any others with an Islamic 
background to serve on the council. H 


LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


NEW/^ELH I-^-Farmcrs have 
marched cm the US Embassy 
here in India's capital to 
protest what they condemn as 
a treacherous act of "bio- 
piracy." agninsl which offi¬ 
cials have vowed to light all 
the way to Geneva and 
Washington. 

The uproar is about rice. 

A US patent granted last 
year to a small Texas com¬ 
pany for n strain of basmati. a 
(Vagrant rice (hat originated on 
the subcontinent, has stirred 
considerable angst in India. 

The controversy also has 
exposed widespread misunder¬ 
standing about patents among 
the public in India. 

At risk in the dispute is the 
monopoly India and neighbor¬ 
ing Pakistan have enjoyed on 
an agricultural commodity of 
internationally recognized 
quality. 

Both countries export pre¬ 
mium-priced basmati. a fla- 
vurJ'ul long-grain variety, pri¬ 
marily to the Arabian Gulf mid 
Europe. About 10 percent of 
India's exports goes to an 
underdeveloped American 
market confined mostly in eth¬ 
nic grocers and restaurants. 
Worldwide. India annually 
sells about $300 million worth 
of basmati. 
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Finance Minis- 
r ler Yash want 

• Sinha • recently 
- cited the' .patent 
controlled '* . -by ■ ^H||p 
RiceTec Inoorpo- 
rated, based in . 

Alvin. Texas, a.% ' -"*^3 

the kind of issue ■ . 

that the new 
Hindu-nationalist' ■' 

dominated gov- §&>*■'. 1 
eminent would Dv 
lake up at the 
World Trade J#?* J 
Organization in 

Geneva. ^ 

“It confirms our 
apprehension that 
people .might take 
advantage of a l*** 22 ^ 
(free tradcl 
regime of this kind and then 
start depriving' us of what has 
traditionally belonged to us 
through’ the centuries.” Sinha 
said in an interview. 

India has formed.an inter¬ 
departmental committee to 
recommend whether the gov¬ 
ernment should file a chal¬ 
lenge with the US Patent 
Office, possibly on the 
grounds that RiccTcc's variety 
is not distinctive, says a senior 
Imre-aiicnii in the Ministry’ of 
Industry. Pakistan also is 
reviewing the issue. 

RiceTec hits contended has- 
maii is a generic name itnd it 
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has a legitimate claim to a 
new variety that can* be grown 
in the United States. Basmati 
had not been registered as. 
either a trademark dr a geo¬ 
graphic appellation specific to 
the Indian subcontinent. 

Regional researchers- had 
believed basmati could be- 
grown only, in northwestern 
India and bordering areas of 
Pakistan where a" particular 
combination of climate and 
soil composition produce the 
rice's distinctive aroma. In the 
1970s. Thailand developed a 
similar variety but .did not call • 
it basmati. a Hindi Word that 


• means "foil . 'or, 
VjnHf fragrance." 

Th; - India- w'. 

; ; Twenty believe die 

k ; patent - prevents 

jf-. . themfrom export-^ 

. ,- wH '/.tag. theirIbasmari 
^^■';to' Ae .United.' 
| States. One rice 
' farmer ■ inter- -' 
irif - viewed- by - the 

§JpfH- ' Indian /Express 
newspapfcr ; ip ’ 
f|BL|£V north western. Pun- 
-.- jab state errone- 
ously suggested **■ 
- RiceTec .would 
■ -; have, to. "pay its;-a -. 

tax " The reporter / 
'' misrafomied : the r 
growers, .waiting they would 
-have to pay royalties to the 
American company. Educated •: 
activists frequently talk u$ [if 
the US government stfmds to 
beitefU from the ppiem... ;' 

India does not patent plants, 
and intellectual property rights - 
to other- products have been-..' 
widelyvfkxited. ' US officials 
have pressed India's govern: 
mem to comply with' World : ■ 
Trade ^Organization -roles 'aod 
strengthen • laws to curb, safes - 
of pirated videotapes of Holly-; ' 
wood movies arid knock-offs - 
.of American pharmaceuticals 
and agricultural chemicals. . .. 


But many 'activists have 


charged that it has been. Wot- 
enters who /have violated tfie ' 


n^ij^'x,tra^tionaI intellectual 
property. Last year. India suc¬ 
ceeded hi overturning’ ;i US 
patent granted in 1995 to two 
University _ of . Mississippi 
researchers' on" the use or the 
spice turmeric to heal wounds, 
a traditional remedy. 

. The Research Foundation 
for Science, Technology and 
Ecology in New Delhi has 
identified 22 US parents oh 
whui. the advocacy group 
describes as previously known 
properties of indigenous, 
i unrultrralcd plants. 

;:One major Indian exporter 
■of bdsmali. Gurnam Arora. 
said be xyas not worried ahont 
cornpctUipn- from RiceTec 
becausc’ihc • patent dispute 
could expand the US market 
by increasing public 
awareness. 

“Basmati rice growing in this 
pan or.th«i world, is the best. 
Even our inferior grades of rice 
are better than theirs." Arora 
asserted. “Now. it’s up to the 
customer to' decide' whether 
they tram this to-criled basmati 
or the original." ' 


LA Times- Washington Post 
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China’s low-tech consumer electronics revolution 


By Anthony Kuhn 


ZHONGSHAN. China—The video CD is 
sweeping across China and the low-tech 
consumer electronics revolution is having 
an impact on California's two most 
dynamic industries, technology and 
entertainment. 

The sudden emergence of the inexpen¬ 
sive video player here is undercutting the 
ci mveni infill i * wisdom in the consumer 
electronics industry i hat acceptance in US 
Ij^md Japanese markets is the critical tests 
for products ranging from the Walkman 
to the DVD. 

Apparently nobody told entrepreneurs 
such as Hu Zhihiao that the higher qual¬ 
ity. more expensive DVD now being 
offered in Western markets was supposed 
to he the new alternative in VC Us and 
video tape. 

Employing lower-cost video technol¬ 
ogy largely ignored in the West. Hu has 
earned his company, the Guangdong Idall 
Electronics Co. » commanding share of a 
market worth an estimated $2.4 billion in 
China last year while establishing the 
video CD (VCD) as the standard formal 
for China's millions to watch movies at 
home. 

The video CD is hardly on the cutting 
edge of technology. The player is basi¬ 
cally an upgraded version of the audio 
CD and even after compression iL still 
takes (wo to three compact disks to hold 
ttVmosl feature films. Resolution at best is 
i»nly as good as a videotape. 

In the past. Hu and China's VCD 


mania might have heen dismissed as an 
aberration. But some industry analysis 
think China's VCD experience lias big 
implications fur the global economy. 

The VCD phenomenon "is the first sign 
that the locus o| consumer buying power 
is shilling toward emerging markets, par¬ 
ticularly China and its growing middle 
class." said Ted Pine. President «>t litfo- 
Tcch Research, a Woodstock. Verntom- 
hased company that analyzes the elec¬ 
tronic publishing and inultimedia enter¬ 
tainment industries. 

The official Beijing Daily recently 
touted the VCD as "the pride of the Chi¬ 
nese people" In his first news conference 
as China’s new Premier. Zhu Rongji cited 
China’s upsurge in VCD production .is an 
indicator of China’s growing economic 
might. 

But the dark side of the VCD industry 
is that it has opened up a troubling new 
front in Hollywood's ongoing h.utlc 
against video piracy. 

Cheaper to make and easier to conceal 
than video cassettes or large laser discs, 
pirated CDs of recent Hollywood nils are 
fueling a huge, clandestine economy all 
oxer China. 

Yet Hollywood film studios are opti¬ 
mistic that the increasing m.ul.ihiiiiy ul 
legitimate VCDs, along with stricter 
enforcement of China's copyright laws, 
eventually will win out over piracy. 

“In every market place in the world, the 
legitimate market is always proceeded by 
a piracy market.” said Tony Wells. Senior 
Vice President in charee ul Asia-Pacific 


markets at Warner Brothers Home Video 
International. 

So far. Warner is the only major Holly- 
Wiiod studio licensing its movies on 
VCDs in China with some W) titles availa¬ 
ble <u far. hut industry experts say Disney 
and Columbia Tri-star are negotiating to 
begin licensing this year. 

Several technology companies have 
profited handsomely from 

China's booming VCD mar- —— 

kcr. including companies 
that supply ihc silicon 
chips used in encode 
and decode the 
VCD's digitized 


video. 

“In consumer 
electronics history." , 

>.iys Silicon Valley | 
entrepreneur Andre 
Balkanski, whose 
company, the Milpi¬ 
tas-based C-Cuhc 
Microsystems. sup¬ 
plies silicon chips to 
Chinese VCD enterprises. 

“no product has ever been 
adopted as last as the video CD 
in China." 

In the early 1990s. entrepreneurs Bul- 
k.mski and 'Edmund Sun pioneered the 
first silicon chips for VCD players. Now 
C-Cunc provides some 70 percent of the 
chips used in Chinese VCD players. Their 
loco is emblazoned on many Chinese 
VCD machines much as chip-maker 
Intel’s is on computers. 
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C-Cube also is the leading supplier of 
chips for digital versatile disk (DVD) 
drives in computers. DVDs arc the new 
consumer electronics, alternative being 
offered in the United States as a higher 
quality, digital alternative to videotape. 
Because, of sluggish. DVD sales, only 
three percent of C-Ctibe*.s sales last year 
were to worldwide DVD markets, while 
.the China VCD market accounted 
for 45 percent. 

In the United Slates, 
feature' films ,on video 
CD arc hard to find 
outside Chinatown 
stares. While many 
new computers sold 
in America can read 
video CDs. Holly¬ 
wood will not invest ■ 
in video CD movie 
titles in America 
because the format 
cannot compete with 
other popular storage 
formats such as video 
cassette tapes or DVDs. 

The I act that the video CD 
wasn't un expensive new tcchnol- 
ngv played into the hands of Chinese 
entrepreneur*; such as Hu Zhihiao. who 
hxtked at the. VCD and saw a low-cost 
product uniquely suited to .China’s 
economy. 

In 199.1. Hu examined the first VCD 
players to hit the Chinese market and dis¬ 
covered that they were essentially $70 
audio CD players converted into VCD 



players for aboui $50. Video CDs could 
be pressed for .80 cents a piece, compared. 

; ip 52 for a video cassette tape. ’_•••' 

VCD players range iii size from porta- 
ble models the size of a §ony Discman to 
high-end models that can.hold multiple 
. discs. V ' ", - l 

Except imported disk drives and silicon 1 
chips, most, of the VCD player's parts!" 
were made by; dcciroftros^rmanufacturers 
around Zhorigshari. Hu*sTiometowm _in -a 
. Guiingdong provificC'S.JiighJy industrial-.;, 
ized Pearl River delta. \*V, 

As Hu hunched hrs first VCD.player!. 
factory in 1995^. Other such enterprises-' 
.were sprouting qll over. the. delta. Mosr. - 
were peasant households that assembled V 
VCD players on their beds and kitchen.' 
tables. A whole Family couid turn, out! 
some, 1.0 machines d day. .earning $125-^r 
more than halFthe average' Chinese peas-,, 
nni's annual income: 

. The peasants had no,..research and' : - 
design costs and used' Smuggled ^ parts-in’, ; i 
avoid paying taxes. “Ifyou have a-screw-!; 
driver, you're a Taaory.".; tirey -boast.. \- 
Witbitr a year., there'^ were 600 VCD.. 
machine makers in China.- mostly in the! 
•delta. 

Hu also saw that the VCD was the-per- 1 
feet alternative to Chinese, television's -' 
sorr y array . of _ enteriainmeot^ 
programming. . '• • , 4 

More than 90 petcenLof qrbanChinese 
households have color TVs serving up pjd v * 
revolutionary War movies antflaihe serial 
dramas. Communist ideology'ar^ latit of 
money keep all but -the worst /orelg^. 


thovits bj:T this air. Satellite TV dishes are 
-banned and ttie depressed mainland 
1 movit- ii^iUstry: is. turning 'out -fewer 
. movk^.•■>.’■ 

■ ^4, ® . r * ssu if-. China remains rcliunt on 
; cheap-pirated movies for home entertain- 
ment despite frequent raids by police. 

•La^.ycju’- Hu's company hired Hring 
'•MSbng.'.actioa .superstar Jackie Chan to 
-qdyertJse ks VCD players and spent $25.3 
.ibillion jn competitive bidding for prime- 
..time sjoLs.following China Central Televi- 
Ston's- evening news, watched nightly by 
Un bsitimated 800 million Chinese. 

■ Thdn. Hu slashed prices on his VCD 
piayere by 45 percent, down hetow $150 
and WcU within the reach br Chinese' 
Hirbapites. The' cute ended market domina- 
yoon by foreign conipanies including JVC! 
Samsung- and Pariasprtic and etimindled 
about bqlf .qf his .600 donfestic ciyals. 

iL^ e hl a rkeilng hype, surrounding 
VCDS have produced * glut of machines 
this .year. Idafl’s Kxjnomies of -scale— 
i tlfey expect to . tuna <>ut A millioa VCD 
jrfaycts this- year—help Hu lb ; maintain 
profit margins: around 25 .percent com¬ 
pared to less than 40. percent, for the rest 
of the industry. *■! '. 

../ .For. much.bf C^Asia. video CD .Is the 
! : standtud for. home.; theater, and although 
DVD piaytrs are expected eventually to' 

-^Test;toe-market'from VCDs, the two for- 
mats-artr Kkely to coexist fora decade or 
-lqngef'as ? ycOs- cbh he played on JDVD . 
players. ■ 

■ fiA 'Xiaiex-Wiuhaigeon Post 

r-****^^’ r NeivrService . 


... / 
... • 

: . ..t- 


6fOl'<y^a 


- , Jilt,; 





fe 




r- '-V r - 

f..-. i 


j'iv-S tv-c 

1 Jrr v.*f>; 















otss 


i-CTf yygyy, ufly.,. .,;v A-* «7~ 


4 . 


8 THE STAR 


O 


P L 


30 APRIL 1998 


x 



Aqaba Scene 

THE RADISSON SAS 
Resort Aqaba recently 
featured pianist Renee 
Clarck. When the top- 
of-the-crop pop per¬ 
former got into her 
groove—and it didn't 
take but a moment— 
there wasn’t a sou] in 
the place that wasn't 
dapping, singing, danc¬ 
ing or doing all three. 
When Renee got down, 
it seemed the whole 
town stood up and took 
notice. Entertainment’s 
never been so iivel’B 



Marwan Kassab Bashi 

A spiritual 
bridge to the 
Arab world 


By Anca de Maio 

Special in The Slur 

P erhaps the most famous and successful 
a nisi of the Arab diaspora. 
Germany-based Syrian artist Marwan 
Kassab Bashi is the protagonist of a 
special cultural event that has taken 
place simultaneously in two Palestinian cities 
and Amman. His donation of 75 etchings and 
waiercolors to Palestine, currently exhibited at 
Bir Zcit University and Khalil Sakakini Cultural 
Centre in Ramalluh. was also celebrated in 
Amman on April 17 at Darat Al Funun by 
inaugurating his etching exhibition titled “A 
Suite of Heads." The opening was followed by 
Palestinian Tania Tamari Nasir’s rendition of 
the cycle "The Miracle of Life" by Palestinian 
poet .labra Ibrahim Jabra set to music by 
Agnes Bashir. 

Invited by Bir Zeit University. Bashi not only 
promised to display hut also decided to make a 
gift in the Palestinian people. “As I could not 
accompany the collection I sent to the West 
Bank tfor the reason that I reject the aggressive 
Zionist policy of Israel). I was happy to accept 
Suha Shaman's idea to celebrate the event in 
Amman.” explained the artist in an interview 
with The Star. "Instead of me. Jorn Merkert. 
the director of the Berlin Museum, attended the 
two ceremonies in Ramallah and at Bir Zeit on 
the 13th and 14th of April, respectively." 

Using video documentation (an interview with 
the artist and n film about his artwork), Merkert 
introduced Bashi to the Palestinian audience, k 
was nut only art students who showed extreme 
interest in knowing more about this Arab artist 
who has gained an enormous reputation in the 
West and which he wanted to share his 
achievements with them. "The youth in 
particular seemed very touched by Marwan’s 
gesture of solidarity." Merkert pointed oul “My 
impression is that the Palestinian younger 
generation longs for more cultural exchanges of 
this kind." he said. 

The donation consists of 60 etchings and 
seven waiercolors carefully selected by the artist 
with the aim of offering a comprehensive image 


of his work and of his artistic development up to 
the very present. 'The 75 pieces are authentic 
treasures and not in any way ‘left-overs'." 
pointed out the director of the Berlin Museum. 
Today this collection belongs to the Palestinian 
people. Its permanent home will be the art 
museum that is to be built in Bethlehem by the 
year 2000. Until that time the entire collection 
will be kept at the Khalil Sakakini Cultural 
Centre in Ramallah. 

Soprano Tania Nasir come from Jerusalem to 
Amman to sing on this occasion and to 
express her gratitude for Bashi's 
gesture. 'Tania Nasir and I have a 
very beautiful pen friendship that 
started exactly one year ago." 

Bashi said." “We have 
exchanged written ideas on 
music, sculpture, clouds and 
other ordinary things, without 
actually knowing each other." 
the artist elaborated, 
mentioning that they met for 
the first time the day of the 
celebration at the King 
Hussein Bridge. The Vj 
“richness" Bashi finds in such 
special friendships as Tania’s for 
that of a vety dear friend from 
Damascus) makes him believe in 
the privileged connection that only 
spiritually related people can establish. 

The 99 etchings on display at 
Darat Al Funun until May 
21 are the result of seven 
months of frantic work. 

“Still warm," the 
collection brings 
together Bashi’s very 
latest work. He 
started to work on a 
"heads" project in 
August 1997 and 
finished it up last 
month. "In the beginning 
1 warned to do only 15 or 20 etchings, but 1 
simply could not stop before 1 completed the 
[40th piece." he said with a smile behind his 




round sunglasses. “It has been dramatic, it's 
been like u fury . but now 1 know it’s done." he 
added with satisfaction in his voice. The fact 
that this collection came out of an imperative is 
the artist's guarantee that he has done authentic 
valuable work. When he fell he had exhausted 
the theme, he chose 99 out of the 140 etchings. 
"It was not easy, but I was keen nn this 
number because God's names arc 
99." he explained. As Mcrkcn put 
it. “these inner portraits show God 
(hat you understand you are His 
creation." 

* First prefigured in an etching 
i« from the '60s ievocative of the 
j* immemorial time of the 

. . . •) 5 genesis). Bashi theme of 'the 
' .*•>1f head as a cosmos “ inspired the 
•' '• • poet Adonis In 1993. 

! Encouraged in turn by 

Adonis's poem, he persisted 
with this idea and explored 
more of its mystic 
dimensions in the present 99 
black and r white heads. 
Displayed I’ngnc jo frame on 
three rows, they form an 
impressive rectangular block 
that Merkert compares to "a 
kind of ocean <n constant 
movement." Us disorderly order 
is fascinating to the eve. "You are 
/ floating with it- making 
/ discoveries." the director nf Berlin 
/ Museum commenced. While looking 
/ for similarities, one finds the details 
f that make two resembling heads 
completely different, -fust like the 
cosmos itself. Bashi's heads arc in 
continuous transformation. The dialectics 
of “composition and decomposition" governs his 
black and white universe of plaited and crowded 
lines, roughened and smooth surfaces, playful 


and transparent filigrees. 

The complex intaglio technique on zinc and 
copper plates with dry-point, aquainL asphalt or 
acid bath, differ very much from the painting 
techniques (colors, materiality, perspectives). 
The etcher works on the photographic negative, 
as it were, of the target image, the final result 
heing always a surprise. A real architect. Bashi 
calculates and controls with precision the 
priming effects.'Sometimes he stops in the midst 
of etching just to print a first trial and' see what 
corrections should be made. “The artist is u 
worker, an order-maker and not a dreamer in an 
ivory tower.” he stressed stroking his short white 
heard. 

Bashi hears in his genes the spiritual heritage 
of the Orient. Sometimes contested by those that 
prefer to label him as a German expressionist, 
Murwan's belonging to the large Arab spiritual 
family is testified by the very inner mechanism 
of his whole creation, in both painting and 
etching . the artist draws closer and closer to 
"the border of the absolute” in an “indirect” and 
“long" movement resembling the mystic 
Dhrwish dance. I he creative gesture is repealed 
-again-and again, as if in an endless effort of 
correction, of doing and undoing, which has 
nothing to da with the aggressive and colourful 
straightforwardness of European expressionists. 

The fact that Bashi needs to come now and 
again to "Arabia" also shows how close his ties 
arc in this corner of the world where he started 
his earthly voyage. Although he is fully satisfied 
with the life he has been living in Berlin since 
1957. Bashi constantly thinks of his homeland 
and returns to it whenever he has the chance. 
The artist left the sunny gardens of Darat al 
Funun on. Wednesday and flew back to "dark, 
rainy and depressive Berlin” with the resolve to 
rcrum again next year. ■ 


Jordan Television celebrates 
thirty years of broadcasting 



Jerusalem 
Intermarkets wins 
design logo for JTV 

JORDAN TELEVISION has just 
changed its logo. The new designed by Je¬ 
rusalem Intermarkets, a top advertising 
firm in the country. The logo will be used 
on Jordan Television 30th anniversary. 
JTV Director-General, Mr Judeh said 
the new logo which was selected r rom 
among several designs by different firms 
and individuals specializing in advertis¬ 
ing will serve as (he logo for all Jordan 
Television channels unto the end of this 
year. He noted that the new logo could be 
adopted as a permanent Jordan Televi¬ 
sion logo in the future, 

Intermarkets firms Is one of the lead¬ 
ing regional advertising agencies and spe¬ 
cializing also in public relations through¬ 
out the Middle East and has branches in 
most of the Arab capitals. By winning (he 
competition for Jordan Television, Inter¬ 
markets bas thus added one more 
achievements to its own numerous ac¬ 
complishments Ji 


By Hala Shaker 

Special to The Star 

A pril 27. 1968 represents a historic 
date for Jordan. ITjai day marked the 
first television transmission in the 
Kingdom with four hours of pro¬ 
gramming in black and white. The 
occasion is celebrated annually by the Radio 
and Television Corp. being the fulfillment of 
the dream that was bom on 11 July 1966 when 
His Majesty King Hussein laid trie first foun¬ 
dation for television in Jordan. Though con¬ 
fronted with an arduous task in the early days 
of its existence. Jordan Television is now 
flourishing and has surpassed other media or¬ 
ganizations at home as well os abroad. 

In 1972 Jordan Television became the first 
station in the region tu begin operating a sec¬ 
ond channel and again Jordan pioneered when 
JTV became the first station in the region to 
broadcast in color using the PAL-G svstem in 
1974. 

Hence it can be said that Jordan Television 
is a success story, because the role of JTV in 
the early days was based on the philosophy 
that television was primarily responsible for 
providing comprehensive and informative pro¬ 
gramming—far different from the attitude that 
TV is mainly a mode of entertainment. This 
philosophy means that Jordan Television is in¬ 
vested with an enormous public responsibili¬ 
ty- 

in 1985. Radio Jordan and the Jordan Tele¬ 
vision Corp.. both of which operated separate¬ 
ly. were merged to constitute the Jordan Ra¬ 
dio and Television Corp.. which currently 
consists of the following: the Television and 
Radio Stations. Jordan Arab Satellite Station, 
the Department of Engineering Affairs, the 
Department of Financial and Administrative 
Affairs, the Department of Development and 
Training, the Department of Commercial Ad¬ 
vertising and Marketing and the Department 
of International Relations. 

Another major breakthrough for JTV in¬ 
volves its international broadcasts via satel¬ 
lite. Since 1993, people all oier the world 


have been able to receive up-to-date programs 
from Jordan transmitted via the Jordan Arab 
Satellite Station which was officially opened 
by His Majesty on the 27 April 1993. The sta¬ 
tion is carried on ArabSat 2A and covers the 
Middle East. South Europe, the Near East and 
North Turkey. It also relays one of ORBIT's 
channels to cover Europe and America. Today 
this channel transmits an av erage of 17 hours 
of programming each day. 

The fact that JTV was able to enter the Sat¬ 
ellite era i> an inevitable consequence of the 
continuous process of dev elopmeni and updat¬ 
ing that have been taking place from its begin¬ 
nings to the present day. During the press con¬ 
ference held on Saturday lo celebrate the 30th 
Anniversary of JTV. Mr Naser Judeh. direc¬ 
tor-general of Jordan Radio and Television 
Corp.. told news reporiers. "this is also the 
fifth anniversary of Jordan Arab Satellite Sta¬ 
tion. We are working to restructure this sta¬ 
tion. We will be revaluating its programs and 
supporting it by all means, as it transmits Jor¬ 
dan's image and identity culturally, socially 
and politically to the whole world. The station 
should be supported in the most suitable way. 
especially taking into consideration the com¬ 
petition of the other satellite stations in the re¬ 
gion." 

Adnan Al Zu'bi. Director of the Jordan 
Arab Satellite Station told The Star. "We are 
using every effort to improve our work be¬ 
cause this station carries a noble message. 
Starting from I May. there will be a considera¬ 
ble change which goes in line with our aspira¬ 
tions and hopes. Jordan Arab Satellite Station 
has transmitted Jordan's local image to many 
countries around the world. We’ve seen a con¬ 
siderable response to our Jordan Arab Satellite 
Station, not only from Arab countries but also 
from places like America. Europe and Russia. 
In the future we hope to expand our transmis¬ 
sion to new areas around the globe and to im¬ 
prove the quality of programs presented. 

The older JTV grows" the greater its appeal. 
Today JTV has become a leading source of in¬ 
formation in the region. Its viewing audience 
i.s ahvnv.s increasing. JTV offers u colourful. 


rich and diverse blend of programs: Economic 
and political affairs, weather forecasts, current 
affairs programs, press reviews, entertainment 
and sport programs, movies, dramas, children 
programs, are all making JTV the most popu¬ 
lar and reliable medium for news and enter¬ 
tainment. Saleh Eneirich. Director qf Channel 
One. noted with pride, “this is not surprising in 
light of our taking into account the responsibil¬ 
ity of broadcasters tow aids their audiences." 

The main channel on JTV is the most Ara- 
hic-language channel which broadcasts news, 
entertainment, educational programs, and 
sports. Channel Two is primarily a foreign- 
language channel. Hala Zureqat. director of 
Channel Two pointed out that the channel “of¬ 
fers new and developed programs which con¬ 
tribute to the process of education and the 
transmission of culture in our country." She 
added that JTV "always takes into account the 
content of the programs selected, approving 
w-hat does not contradict our beliefs and tradi¬ 
tions." 

During the anniversary conference Judeh 
talked extensively about the new character of 
Jordan TV. He said that the screen will be 
new in form—the logo—and content—the 
programming. He also announced that Jordan 
Television will be launching a third channel, 
devoted mainly to cultural and sport affairs 
and possibly to"parliamentary affairs. 

Beginning 27 April, the daily hours of 
transmission on Channel One increased to 20 
hours and thirty minutes, with Jordan Televi¬ 
sion production taking 60 percent of total 
time. Arab production taking 20 percent and 
foreign production filling In three hours a 
week. The time dedicated to the programs 
transmitted on air increased to 33 hours per 
week Children’s programs increased fo. 11 
hours each week. 

Jordan Television has developed a great 
deal over its first 30 years, but a great deal has 
yet to be accomplished, especially in light of 
the rapidly increasing flood of information 
and technology in the world. JTV looks for¬ 
ward to the challenge.* 
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Indispensable workers on any porcupine ranch, 
these amazing dogs wBI sometimes run " ' 
across the backs of their charges. 
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Films 

■ At the Royal Cultural 
Center, the schedule for the 
final two days of Scandinavi¬ 
an Film Week is as follows:.. 
April 30— 

PeUe the Conqueror, 1 l am. 
Benjamin Dove, 4:30 pm . 

The Brothers Uonheart, 7 
pm 

May I— 

Kalle and the Angels. 11 am 
Nature's Warrior, 4:30 pm 
Whitbear King VdUsmon, 7 

pm 

All films are subtitled in 
English. Recommended for 
children age 9 and up. Ad¬ 
mission free, but to assure 
yourself of seating, pick up 
tickets eariy ai the Royal . 
Cultural Center. 

■ At the French Cultural 
Center (Jabal Weibdeh): 

May 4~Le saavage, starring 
Catherine Deneuve. Two 
showings, at 6:30 pm and 
8 JO pm. 

II At Instituio Cervantes 
(near third circle, behind the 
InterContinental Hotel): 

April . 30 —El verdugo 
(19631. Classical film of L. 


Garcia Berlang#. 5 pm 

■ At the American Center, 
Abdoun: 

April 30— The Lost World, 

5 pm.. Jurassic Park IL 

Lectures 

■ Anhe British Council: . - 

May 4—Dr Nicholas Un- 
field’s series of talks on liter¬ 
ature continues with “A Lit¬ 
erary Bestiary: Poems about 
Animals.” 5 pm 

Exhibitions. 

■ At Institute Cervantes: 

April 26—The exhibition. 
"Sinfony of colors" by Ecua- 
doran artist Olmedo Quirobi- 
u» runs until May 12. 

■ At Darat al Funun, Berlin- 
based Syrian-artist Marwan 
shows 99 new pieces entitled 
"A Suite of Heads" until 25 
May. See review, this page. 

■ Also at Darat al Funun.- 

Lebanese/American artist 
and po& Etd Adnan’s.visu- 
(d ‘transfteetioos'of poems 
written by. others—“Artist's 
Books of Art and Poetry—^# 
is an until 21 May..... . ■” 
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Amman cinemas 


THE STAR 9 
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Programs on JTV 
from 2— 8 May 



• Philadelphia I (Tel: 4(534149): 

Crying Freeman 

• Philadelphia II (Td:4634149): 

'Dantelia' (Arabic) 

• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Titanic fScrem 2 

• Galleria U (Tel: 07933430): Flubber/Titanic 

• Plaza (Td: 5699238).raaroc 

• Concord I (Tel: 5677420)^4 Confidential 

• Concord II (Tel: 5677420): Kamanana i Arabic i 


‘Titanic’ soundtrack 
a record breaker 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
„ _ SATURDAY 

j: 00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Johnny Quest 
3:30—i Wanna Be-~ 

4:00—Naghbors 
Ocean WEIds 
:, \.K)—French Program 
—Acapulco Bay 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Discovery Magazine 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—You Bet Your Life 
X:(M)—Cinema, Cinema 
8:3(1—Prism 
9:10—Sirens 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Feature Film: RJS. VJ* 
starring: Patrick Dempsey and . 
Kelly Lynch 

12:00—Are You Being 
Served 

SUNDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:JO—The Pumpkin Patch 

3:20—The Pink Panther 

3J0-Sldppy 

* 3®~The American Chart 

Show 

5:00—In The Wild . 

0:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—A Tour in France 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Life's most 
Embarrassing Moments 
8:00—People and Places in 
Africa 

8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—Silent Witness 
11:10—The Upper Hand 

MONDAY 

f-W—Holy Koran 

aJW—F red and Barney Show • 

3:3—Raider of the South ’ 

Pacific 

4:00—Neighbors - 



Kelly Lynch in JLS. V.P, Saturday at 10:30pm. 

4:30—Last Frontiers 3:10—Pro Star 

5:00—French Program 3:30—Small Talk 

7:00—News in French . 4:00—Bordertown 

7:15—French Programs"• 4 JO—The Health Show 

7 JO—News Headlines - ■ 5:00—Route of Capricorn 

7 J5—Hope and Gloria fcOO—French Program 

8:00—Perspective . 7:00—News in French 

9:10—Marker .. \ ... ■ 7:15—French Programs 

10:00-r-News At Teh 7:30—News Headlines 

10:30—Law and Order . 7J5—Step by Step 

U:J0—Bay Watch Nights 8:00—What would you do 

6:30—Rhodes 
10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—Feature Film 


. i TUESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 


12:00—Metro Cafe 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Mr Bogus Slow 
3 JO—(River Twist 
4:00—The Album Show 
5:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs: 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Campus Cops 
8:00—Envoy Special 
9:10—Kong Fu 
10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—Mini Series 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Dinky Dfs 
3 JO—The Animal Park 
4:00—French Programs 
4:30—Blue Water Dreaming 
5:00—NBA Games 
6:00—The Burned Bridge 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Great Romance 

8 JO—Dr Quinn, The 
Medicine Woman 

9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—Feature Film 
12:00—Can't Hurry Love 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—Teddy Ruxpin 

2:30—Wishbone 

3:00—French Programs 

5:00—He Shoots, He Scores 

5 JO—Blue Water Dreaming 

6:00— 1 Tarzan 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—French Program 

7J0—News Headlines 

7:35—F.R.LELN.D.S 


8:00—Life «n the Internet 
8:30—The Album Shun 
9:10—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

HkDO-^News At Ten 
IO JO—Drama 
12:00—The Nanny 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

17:00—Faut pas rever 
19:00— [ jb journal 
19; 15—Magazine 

1/ipufdc Cntomh 

DIMANCKE 

18:011—Bonne esperance 
19:00—l.t Journal 
19:15—I/: Tour de France 

LUNDI 

17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Yurietes 

MARDI 

18:00—Lies errors hrules »2i 
19:00—I.e Journal 
19:15—Magazine 

MERCRED1 

18:00—lishuaiu 
19:00—U Journal 
19:15—R=M6 

JEUDI 

16:10—L'ecnlv des Tans 
19:00—I.e Journal 
19:15—Atomes cm chits 

VENDREDI 

17:30—Fort Bovard 
19:00— Le Journal 
19:15—Magazine 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


By Jerry Crowe 

HOLLYWOOD—It's no! 
only the movie induMry 
enjoying 'Titanic' 
succoh thi> year. Thanks so 
the "tuilimiliinn-scliing 
soundtrack from the 
bfaecst-cri'S'-ioj: movie in 
history. she record industry 
t< enjoying a robust grouth 
:n album rales. 

The mostly instrument at 

J.irr.es Horner score h.is 

topped the isjlinnal sales 
char: tor 15 euiisecutivc 
•accI.s jnd so dominated the : 
rccorJ marketplace this sear 
f Hui it has pushed release-, h;. ,uperst.irs 
such .L 1 , Madonna and Pearl Jan*, into ihc 
"jek ground. 

"Number 2 the virtual cumbei ! 
the-e Jays became number ! is no 
longer v.uhin the realm ol ptortai*." sa\s 
Boh Merits, senior vice president of ».■’(- 
pontc comniumc.'.lions at Warner Bioili- 
ers Records. ‘We er.iildn'l igcl therei 
■viih Madonna or Van H:dc:i «»r Erie 

Clupb-n." 

'T:l.intc' has soi l nearly ? I I l! ■ msIliH’r 
•.‘.••inn or albums this year —nearly 7.5 
million copies. inUudiiie am -i lie: 
ZtxS.U'H* last v. - eer:. That's almost twice 
the Jolal of the year's number iv.■ > 
album. Celine Dion's 'Titanic'-related 
album. "Lei's Talk \hnut Love." which, 
like :he soundtrack. ineluJes ihe singer's 
'Titame' theme. 'Mv IL-an Will On 
On '' 

The Dion album, which had already 
void more than 2.5 minion copies hcl'me 
sales ol the sounuirael. hegan to -k - . - 
rocket iii early January, has sold aimtiier 
3.8 million this year. 

Driven by the sound track, v. hich long 
ago replaced ''Chariots of Fire" as the 
best-selling inslrumemal film score of all 
lime, total L ; S album sales reached Kilt 
million uniis during the first three 
months of 1998. That's up 7.b percent 
for the same period a year ago 1 148 mil¬ 
lion units t. 

The combined 10.2 mi I linn units sold 
by the soundtrack and Dion albums dur¬ 
ing the first quarter arc responsible for 
the vast majority of that growth, allow¬ 
ing the record industry to continue its 
rebound from a mid-'90s stagnation. 



Ahci iv.o years -.if minimal gains, album 
sales jumped 5." percent in 1997. 

But retailers aren't about to decry 
' I name's' dominance. They say 
'Titanic' pulls buyers whn wouldn't nor¬ 
mally be there into their Mores. 

'"Tiltime' :s the leader that has taken 
•js in this growth.'' says Mike Shaiett. 
CEO ol SounJSean. which monitors (,'S 
record •ales. 

Among genres, the big winners were 
ran ai:J mu unit racks, which were up Hi 
percent and !4 percent, respectively 
Sai.'s m hard nfu.k records were up I I 
r*.*reent. while ahernalive rock sales 
were down 12 percent and country was 
ol! 7 percent. 

The rap surge was led by ''#7 holdover 
albums by Sean '"Pullv" Combs. Will 
'smith and Muse, as v.eil as new collec¬ 
tion-. by Sill i. the .Shocker and C- 
M tinier. 

Also selling well are albums by an 
eclectic ini', ol other artists—from newer 
releases bv Madonna and Eric Clapton to 
"Idcr titles by Savage Garden. Garth 
Brooks, the Backstreet Boys and Will 
Smith. 

"The i 'Titanic'» soundtrack has 
created an excitement that has led people 
back m retail, and once they're there, 
they're seeing a lot of exciting merchan¬ 
dise.” says Scott Levin, director of mar¬ 
keting for the Musicland Group. “Once 
v.e get them in the store, the hooks arc 
there." ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 







ACROSS' 

1 Someatey 

Attempt to 
avoid 

the heritable 
10 "Thin Man* 
canine • 

14 Needs case 

15 Ancient 
Greek 
region 

16 Kghway 
waning 

17 Utea_d 
bricks - 

18 Suppress 

19 CUrlal 

20 ASouid 
piece? • 

22 Wftrof 
Geraint 

23 Batads 

24 Transmit 

26 Paris'victim . 
29 Senays 
command • ' 
3i wane 

34 Woetsme! 

35 Type of card 

37 Peggyonv 

38 Stoe_ 
u*9 The . 

IT Sunshfta 


•' State 

40 Forme r 
• secret 

41 Snjptement 

42 Represent 


a symbol 

43 Fat 

44 Kinsman: 
abbr. 

.45-AtanHe. 

loader? 

46 Jaiatai 
basket 

47 Nureery 
rhyme 


65 Srratt .:. . 
amounts 

68 School 
bfawgs : 

67 Order tea 
broker - 

DOWN 

1 Freshwater 
diick . 

2 Holy . Reman 
anperor. 

3 Elementary 


26 VshmaaTs 
mother.. 

27 Storovrer 

28 lira seme 
■' ' countries 

29 Lono-necte 


X UnaeMfl 
32 Harass 
X Truipth 
card 


51 SNfeta^i 

53 fearer? 

59 Diving birds 

X A place to 
remember 

61 Root 

. overhang 

62 Waste 
allowance 

S3 isSnthday 
before 
the Ides 

64 Ashtabula's 
waterfront 


6 Works tee 
land ' 

7 Rectangular 


10 COcny 

11 Defamatory 

12 Convex 


13 Inspired wifi 
reverence 
21 Author 
Reining 
25 Cartoon's 
Kelt 


•35 American 
League team 

36 A Barrett 

X Bankagcy. 

43 Naval 

46 French 
vineyard . 

48 Aeries 

49 Madson 
atroel *. 
minions 

X Sheen 

51 O.T.bocfc 
: abbr. 

52 Gloriole - 

54 _vera . 

55 Wendy’s dog 

66 Eajjosa to the 

58 JJwly dance j 
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< —THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: The. sun is in Taurus 
this week, helping us make good dedr 

«rinns ■ 

Aries (Mardi 21-April 19). Use 
money that comes from Ear away to 
make your work easier. Postpone 
chores so you can get in more reading 
time instead. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’re 
yay strong. Remember to be gentle 
too. Money will slip through your fin¬ 
gers unless you keep a tight grip on it 
- Gemini JMay 21-Jnne 21). You'll 
be ranch stronger, although you dill 
have to complete a tough assignment 
Mtmey is coming in for work previ- 
ously done. 

Can cer (Jime 22-July 22). Make 
plans with friends and follow through 
on them. Accept the applause. Ycw’ve 
earned it The money comes in. 

Leo (Jnly 23~Aug- 22). Jusr do as 
you’re told. Save your complaints for 
your fiiends. They'll be glad to give 
you sympathy and good advice. 
What’s reqrarali however, is work and 
research. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Entertain 
a creative person's advances. An older 
person's demands interfere with your 
. domestic plans. Remember to take 
care of obligations even if you don’t 
feel like it 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23). The deal 
you close could help yon gain finan¬ 
cial security. Make sure loved ones’ 
considerations are all answered before 
you sign anything. 

Scorpio (Oct, 24-Nov. 21). Finalize 
new living arrangements so you can 
buy household items together. Travel 
and romance with foreigners is 
favored. Don’t wait fa- it to happen. 
Be pro-active, 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Dig 
in to complete a tough assignment- 
Heed your frimlds , coaching to win. 
Fay oH a debt and you’ll be able to 
bccrow more. 

' Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You 
may have to cancel your appointment. 
You’re having too much fim with yow 
sweetheart to go anywhere. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Stay 
home as much as possible. Domestic 
chores interfere with other plans. A 

partner can help bail you out of a jam. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). State 
■ your position boldly. You are right- 
Use what you've learned to help yon 
get a big job done. 

ff You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: You’re awesome this year. 
You won't know your own power, so 
be careful. 

o I9K. nt«B Mofit Senlea 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russeff Myers 


ON OUR NATURE HELP 
TRIP TDGW, EACH OF TOli 
HAS BEEN ASSI&NEPA 
. SPECIES OF B4RP. v 


A S SOO N A5 YOU HAVE 
5FOTTEP MXIR BIRP 
REPORT 70/VIE AN I? 
WAIT ON THE BUS.. 



n c i 


HERE, 

CONPDR 

COMPOR 

CONPDR 


ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


WUCTTA M3U TMIVJK'? 
WILL 1 BE ABLE 
TO SHEA K IMTO TWB 
. LIFB E3KAWTW6 CLASS 
AMD CHECKOUT _ 
1>^e WUOE MODELS f 


[tiCHtwpMfj 


..TMWW15 A 
SUBSTITUTE 
MSTmiciac 
-Toany, so xki 

MIGHT SET 

Aw*y with rt 


BEGA-USe 
HE P3E&WT 
KWOW 
WHO-rttE 
PE(3UWK 
SfTUDEWTS 
AZ&? 


CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 





•*... Of course, it's a veal cutlet! It's 2 1/2 Inches 
by 4 1/8 inches, isn’t it?" 


Ci 1 W&. Tnkune. Mc*b» Scmns. 


mm 


Jumble 


Uiwmunlilt Okm Four words, one 
letter to esdb square, to rorm four 
onfinary wank. 


YIXST 


JETEC 


YURCOT 


WURCEF 



Words of 
Wisdom. 


Subscribe to 

Star 

^ Jordan's pofitlcal, economic 
v and ctdtual weekly 


Now amege ihe drded ktnrs to form 
(he surprise answer, assngpsted by the 
above cartoon. 


CEDEXED 

_ dJJUOALL 

—snpkj aipT] jaq iqSnoqj 30 oXjsa3 tbti/4 *J3msuv 

A\SLfflnO AB3JJ10 133X3 ALMS '^ra/esny 


Confessing guilt will avoid 
a trial. 

The worst cause often is 
accompanied by the most 
noise. 

Good manners are nothing 
; more than good sense put to 
good use. 

You can underestimate 
your enemies only once. 

Research is what people 
do until they know what they 
, want to do. 

• • ■ 

The best course of action is 
: usually the hardest one, 

■ . If you want to keep people 
j ' from jumping down your 
! throat, try keeping your 
' • mouth shuL 
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Fabled lunatic asylum of old London changes its image 

Bedlam breaks loose 



THE HISTORY OF BETHLEM, by 
Jonathan Andrews, Asa Briggs. Roy 
Porter. Penny Tucker and Keir Wad- 
dington. Rout I edge £150. 752 pages 

For most of us. Bethlem hospital is 
best known as “Bedlam.” a catch-all 
caricature for lunatic turmoil and 
inhuman care. In the 16th century 
Shakespeare and other satirists used 
images from Bedlam to symbolize 
the madhouse morals of a corrupt 
society. In the JSrh century, visits to 
the hospital, re-housed in a magnifi¬ 
cent neo-classical building, adorned 
at the entrance by Cibber's Miche- 
langelesque statues of “Melancholy" 
and "Raving Madness.” became a 
popular pastime. 

Now domiciled far from the public 
gaze in rural Kent, and amalgamated 
since 1948 with the Maudsley. one of 
the world's best known psychiatric 
teaching hospitals. Bethlem cele- 
hrnted its 750th anniversary last year. 
To mark the event, five social histo¬ 
rians have collaborated on a long- 
overdue history of this unique insti¬ 
tution. which has a strong claim to be 
the oldest foundation in Europe with 
an unbroken history of sheltering and 
treating the mentally disturbed. 

Bethlem had its origins in the time 
of the Crusades, when a London 
alderman. Simon FitzMary. founded 
a priory in 1247 in London dedicated 
to the Bishop of Bethlehem. Origi¬ 
nally founded to support the Chris¬ 
tian campaign against the infidels, by 
the 158ns Bethlehem began to spe¬ 
cialize in the enre of the insane. 
Richly endowed by benefactors. 
Bethlehem was frequently fought 
over by the Crown and the City for 
its revenues. Incarceration in the hos¬ 
pital as a form of political control 
was a convenient recourse of the 
authorities from the early 16th cen¬ 
tury onwards. Nathaniel Lee. a Jaco¬ 
bite playwright who was committed 
for criticizing Che Glorious Revolu¬ 
tion. put the politics or lunacy in a 
nutshell: “They said I was mad; and I 
said they were mad: damn them, they 
out-voted me." 

In general, though, the City gov¬ 
ernors locked up lunatic vagabonds 
who threatened to do harm to them¬ 
selves or others, or poor souls whose 
families could no longer cope at 
home. In 1598 there were only 20 
inmates. By 1650. beginning to 
reflect a new spirit of the age. 
inmates started to be known as 
“patients" rather than as "prisoners." 

Assessing Bethlem"s reputation for 
staff brutality, the book concludes 
that principle and practice were often 
at odds. Elizabethan vagrancy acts 
advocated whipping the mad and 
sick, yet as early as 1646 Bethlem 
officers and servants were forbidden 
either to "give any blowes ... to the 
Mad folkes" or even to use “any ill 
language" towards them. But Beth¬ 
lem* s administrative committee was 


simply too detached from the day-to- 
day running of the hospital to stamp 
out abuses, a fact confirmed by con¬ 
temporary visitors, who repeatedly 
castigated the brutality of staff. Pub¬ 
lic visiting is another of Bethicm's 
more infamous practices which gets 
reviewed in a new light in the book. 
The hospital attracted as many as 100 
visitors a week at the height or its 
popularity. 

in 1669. Samuel Pepys sent his 
cousin ‘5 children “to see Bedlam" as 
their firsi treat on an itinerary 
embracing shopping, dancing, din¬ 
ing. the theatre and Westminster 
Abbey. Eighteenth-century tourist 
guides to London called it "perfect 
Amusement." For Bethicm's govern¬ 
ors. admitting paying visitors was a 
useful source of income. The authors 
also argue that visits relieved the 
boredom of patients and ensured that 
any abuses were identified, and 
addressed, by virtue of being kepi in 
the public eye. With a change in pub¬ 
lic sensibilities and the ending of vis¬ 
iting in 1770. Bethlem's 'patients 
entered a period of isolation which 
coincided with the hospital falling 
behind in administrative and medica'l 
standards. 

Criticized by the Lunatic Reform 
movement for its obsolete practices. 


inhuman confinement, and inatten¬ 
tive medical staff. Bethlem was twice 
.the subject of parliamentary review 
in the first half of the I9ih* century. 
Under its first resident physician- 
superintendent. William Hood, 
appointed in 1852. who was later to 
include Virginia Woolf among his 
private patients. Bethlem started to 
acquire a new reputation as a hospi¬ 
tal rather than as an ill-governed, 
outmoded charitable madhouse for 
pauper lunatics. 

In the early 2Dth century Bethlem 
exploited its freedom as a semi- 
privaie institution to pioneer 
‘ advance* in the treatment of menial 
illness. These included admitting vol¬ 
untary' patients, opening the first 
purely psychiatric outpatient depart- 
mem in London, and leading in the 
adoption of Freudian ideas and 
behavioral theory. Ironically, the 
move from the hospital’s last London 
site—now the home of the Imperial 
War Museum—to a semi-rural loca¬ 
tion in Kent in 1930 marked the 
beginning of its demise. The costs oF 
building the new hospital meant that 
the out-patients’ department in Lon¬ 
don had to close, just as out-patient 
clinics were being recognized as the 
best means of providing early treat¬ 
ment and of avoiding the stigma of 


institutional care. 

More importantly, the closure 
diminished Bethlem's reputation as 
a teaching hospital. It was dropped 
as a teaching hospital by the Univer¬ 
sity of London in 1944. When Aneu- 
rin Bcvan announced the nationali¬ 
zation of all mental institutions and 
their endowments by the NHS. with 
the exception of teaching hospitals, 
which were to remain self- 
governing. Bethlem had to merge to 
survive. What the Maudsley lacked 
was space and endowments: Beth¬ 
lem had both. 

The history of the Joint Hospital 
since its inception in 1948 has been 
successful, although early on Beth¬ 
lem had cause to complain of being 
the neglected partner. Now. Bethlem 
has become the centre for leading 
departments in alcoholism, drug 
dependency, geriatrics and inpatient 
psychotherapy. Although its name 
has now officially disappeared, 
dropped in the 1991 renaming of the 
Joint Hospital as The Maudsley. 
Bethlem’s history is a fascinating 
study in the changing perceptions of 
mental illness. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


Genetic pioneer 
says 300 year 
lifespan possible 


By Martin Miller 

ITS A world where the Wright 
brothers could blast off in the 
space shuttle, or where George 
Washington could teach Bill 
Clintorfthe dangers of foreign 
entanglements. 

More to the point, it’s a world 
where you could live to be 250 
years old Maybe even 300. 

This isn’t the world of make- 
believe. It's the brave new 
world of human longevity that 
evolutionary biologist Michael 
Rose says is entirely possible. 

“It’s a matter of time and 
money." said Rose, a professor 
at the University of California. 
Irvine. "When it happens, it will 
change the way you, your chil¬ 
dren and your grandchildren 
live. And it's all sitting here, lit¬ 
erally on my (Iab> bench.'’ 

Traditionally, such foumain- 
of-youth claims have been the 
province of carnival hucksters, 
medical charlatans and incense- 
burning mystics. And perhaps 
because of this longtime associ¬ 
ation with the snake-oil peddlers 
of yesteryear, one expects more 
of a grand production upon 
hearing the news—something 
like an announcement from the 
Wizard of Oz. 

But Rose, who certainly pos¬ 
sesses his own flair for the dra¬ 
matic. delivers his observation 
matter-of-factiy as he goes 
about feeding his laboratory 
fruit flies a revolting cocktail of 
yeast, molasses, sugar and 
bananas. 

Certainly to the public, and to 
many gerontologists, the 42- 
year-old professor's predictions 
about aging sound as likely as 
walking on water. While more 
people are living longer these 
days, the extreme range of 
human life has had an hon ceil¬ 
ing of about 120 years for hun¬ 
dreds. and probably thousands, 
of years. 

“Michael is certainly reason¬ 
ably well thought of. He's done 
a lot of very interesting work.” 
said David Finkelstein, head of 
the pathobiology program at the 
National Institute of Aging. 
“But to many of us. some of his 
ideas sound a little crazy.” . . 

Among other well-respected 
scientists'! however. Rose is no 
mod scientist. Rather, he's a 
bold and pioneering researcher 
who's arguably done more than 
anyone in the past two decades 
to push the idea of age post¬ 
ponement from science-fiction 


toward scientific fact. 

"He’s clearly shown you can 
modify the aging process." said 
Caleb Finch, a neurobtologwt at 
the University of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia who specializes in aging. 
“He’s a brilliant theoretician and 
thinker with extraordinary 

gifts." , 

Twenty years ago. as a gradu¬ 
ate student in genetics at the 
University of Sussex in Eng¬ 
land. Rose’s considerable intel¬ 
lectual gifts told him that defy¬ 
ing mortality was insane. His 
gifts, speaking in their usual 
candor, also informed him that 
his adviser, who wanted to test a 
new theory of aging that could 
unlock the mysteries of aging, 
must be on opium. 

But his adviser's claims 
inspired Rose to develop his 
own experiments, which ore 
now famous within evolutionary 
biology circles. Rose began with 
200 fertilized female fruit flies 
and a drive to challenge the 
notion of a fixed maximum age. 
The idea was to breed fruit flies 
that outlived their cousins, in 
hopes of increasing longevity. 

Generation after generation 
was bred in this manner. Gradu¬ 
ally, the specially-bred flies 
began to surpass their normal 
life span of about 60 days. 

The implications were as 
exciting as they were provoca¬ 
tive: Age may not have a ceiling 
after all. That is, if one life form 
can push past its maximum' 
genetic age barrier, why not 
another—namely, humans? 

For Rose, who was known to 
spend 21 hours straight in a lab. 
the breakthrough was intoxicat¬ 
ing. He was permanently 
hooked. • 

“Science is my lifelong 
obsession." said Rose. “As sci¬ 
entists. we worry and we repli¬ 
cate. We worry some more, and 
we replicate some more. It can 
be a merciless existence." 

Today. Rose's Steinhaus Hall 
lab is home to more than 50 stu¬ 
dents and anywhere from half a 
million to a million fruit flies, - 
some 500 generations removed 
from their University of Sussex 
forebears. Today's fruit flies are:: 
different from their ancestors: in - 
many ways, but the most impor¬ 
tant is they live at least, twicejas 
long. ' * • * '. . * 

Of course, selective breeding 
For “dinky organisms"—as Rose 
calls his fruit flies—is relatively 
simple, but it’s obviously, not an 


the value of this research for 

humans? 

By calling into question the 
notion of an unalterable life 
span, the fruit fly research 
opened the door la the real pos¬ 
sibility of extending human life. 
More answers may come from 
similar experiments already 
under way on mice, which are 
much closer to humans in terms 
of genes, cell types, organs and 
diseases. Modeled after Rose's 
fruit fly research, initial results 
show that mice are living 
longer, too. but it’s still too s' 
early for researchers to draw ” 
any firm conclusions. 

The knowledge gained from 
understanding the genetic differ¬ 
ences between longer-lived and 
normal mice and flies will pro¬ 
vide vital dues in human age 
research, scientists said. For 
Instance, longer-lived species 
may produce more or less of a 
certain hormone or protein than 
normal-aged ones. 

Should the biological clock of 
mice be successfully reset, as it 
appears it may eventually, the 
results stand an excellent chance 
of being duplicated in humans. 
Rose believes. 

"It can be applied to humans. 

All that has to be done is to 
scale it up." said Rose, n regular t * : 
contributor to some of the * - 
nation's most prestigious sdence 
journals. “It's like Goddard s 
small rockets leading to the 
Apollo space program." 

When scaled up. longevity 
will probably come in the term 
of many daily pills or perhaps 
periodic IV infusions, said 
Rose. "The medications might 
keep people physiologically in 
their mid-30s for 100 years or 
more by manipulating the genes 
that control aging. Rose added. 

Given his manner of making 
a living. Rose's views on dying 
are surprising. . 

“A large fraction of people in 4 
my field never want to die." hef 
said. Tm not desperate to fight" 
.off my mortality. I'm quite 
happy to die under the right cir- 
. cu instances." But if the shadow 
: of death isn't driving him. what 
-«?- 

“Almost no/one would ever 
vgiVe yott-an honest answer to 
that question, but I will." Rose 
said. "Ifs vanity." ■ 

LA Timcs-Washington Post 
News Service 


Touring Prince 
Edward Island, 
the land of ‘Anne 
of Green Gables ’ 


By Ridgely Ochs 


IF ANNE of Green Gables had been cross¬ 
ing ihe Confederation Bridge with us. she 
no doubt would have invested the moment 
with the appropriate amount of imagina¬ 
tive awe. 

The nine-mile concrete bridge, which 
opened in May 1997 and links Canada's 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, 
is certainly an engineering marvel: It’s 
reputed m he the longest continuous 
marine span in the world. The bridge has 
replaced Anne Shirley, the carrot- 
rcdheadecJ character from Lucy Maud 
Montgomery's, books, as the icon you see 
on PEI license plates. and its opening is 
probably the biggest thing to happen to the 
island since the pigluiled orphan dubbed a 
placid little pond The Lake of Shining 
Waters 90 years ago. when the novel was 
first published. 

But the Ot-minuic drive on the bridge 
across Northumberland Strait between 
Cape Tormcntinc. New' Brunswick, and 
Borden-Carllon. Prince Edward Island, 
was. tor us weary and less enthusiastic 
souls, kind of disappointing. Perhaps it 
was the long, unrelenting day's drive from 
Portland. Maine, through a friendly but flat 
and uninteresting New Brunswick. Or per¬ 
haps it was the high concrete walls that 
prevented us from seeing the water on 
cither side once we were on the bridge. 

But never mind. Once we were on the 
island, wc cnuJd easily imagine what Anne 
found so enchanting about Canada's smail- 


ICC. 

140 miles long and four to 40 
ic. the island sits, cradled in the 
ape of New Brunswick and Nova 
ke tin innocent and. up to now. 
throwback to North America's 
rase. Except for neat white clap- 
uses. fishing boats and ihe occa- 
r. our first vista was nothing but 
e fields of hay. barley and poia- 
out before us to the shimmer- 


doubtless pre- 
fore the bridge. 
es between Car- 
Wood Islands, 
the only way to 


gcL on and off the 'island. Many of the 
135.000 islanders, descendants of mostly 
British and some French farmers and sea¬ 
farers. worried that the bridge would 
increase traffic, bring too many tourists 
and mean the end of their quiet way of life. 
Building the bridge—named after the con¬ 
federation of Canadian provinces, which 
had its birth in 1864 in PEI's capital. Char¬ 
lottetown—was the subject of many soul- 
searching articles and debates. 

So far. although there appear to he some 
changes, the island is hardly turning into a 
congested metropolis. Frank Butler, chief 
of transportation operations for Prince 
Edward Island Tourism, said that from 
May to October 1997 (the latest available 
figures), tourism was up 54 percent over 
the previous year: many of these tourists 
were "day-trippers" from Nova Scotia or 
New Brunswick. And in addition to a Holi¬ 
day Inn. the island now boasts a Sheraton. 
Nevertheless. Butler said, islanders are 
“sensitive to the landscape and the quiet 
style of life ... We're selling a pace of life 
where you can forget your Day-Timer and 
cell phone." 

Yes. indeed. 

Our first stop was the Keir s Shore Inn 
in Malpcquc on the north shore. Although 
not lar from Cavendish, a hot tourist spot 
because the house that inspired Green 
Gabies is there. Malpcque is a quiet little 
village of comfortable houses and fishing 
shacks. Turning down a red-dirt road—all 
the land is red because of heavy iron 
oxide—wc came upon a white clapboard 
farmhouse built in 1790 next to quiet Mal- 
peque Bay. The house, once owned by a 
doctor who had been a close friend of 
Montgomery, has been elegantly restored 
with antiques by the owners. Sieve Strains 
and Colleen Bogdon. who moved to the 
island a few years ago from Toronto. 

Although the sun hadn't vet set. Straws 
sent us quickly about two miles down the 
road to a modest little diner before it 
closed for the evening—no late nights 
here. As we sal staring at a blazing sunset 
on the water across the road and scarfing 
down a really fresh, cheap seafood dinner, 
we noticed Stralcs riding on his bicycle, 
checking to make sure we'd made it to the 
restaurant. 



A rural scene in the Anne's Land section on the north shore of Prince Edward Island, photo by Tony Jerome 


The mournful sound ol loons woke us 
the next morning, and wo .tie an elegant 
brc.ikl.iM that included fresh fruit garnished 
with nasturtiums grown in the garden. The 
kids wore impressed hut not quite ready to 
cal the flowers. 

The rest of the morning was devoted to 
Anne Although she is iiM u fictional char¬ 
acter. she's hard to escape on the island: 
The north shore is known as Anne's Land; 
every gilt shop has dozen of Anne dolls in 
every size, and her prettified, ptgi.iiled face 
appears on every thing, from salt shakers to 

sweatshirts 

My lu-year-nid daughter hud read sev¬ 
eral in the -cries ol Anne books— 
Montgomery wrote eight that featured 
Ar.ne and her family—and the rest of us 
had read or reread the original "Anne of 
Green Gables " Slili. I found my sell won¬ 
dering why ue were standing in this long 
line to see the farmhouse in Cavendish 
owned hv Montgomery's elderly cousins 
that became Green Gables in ihe book, 
i Lust year's fire damage has been 
repaired.) 


Most ut the visitors were elderly folks on 
a bus tour from Boston, and 1 was curious 
about what appealed to them in this charac¬ 
ter fmm .i child's hook. Sow a national 
park, the house and grounds are based on 
descriptions in the novel, including furnish¬ 
ings I mull he 1890s. 

The kids happily wandered through the 
fields and paths that inspired Montgomery 
and her character As in the book, there's a 
Lovers' Lane, it mellow path through a 
Meld that ends in overhanging boughs. 
Haunted WihhJ and even Dryad’s Bubble, a 
chirpy liulc brook. 

Earlier, wc had visited the Anne or 
Green Gables Museum at Silver Bush, 
owned by Montgomery's aunt and uncle 
and I lie place where Montgomery was 
married. The homestead has the kind of 
wom-ni-ihc-cdgcs Teel- that probably was 
more typical of a turn-of-thc-ccntnry colo¬ 
nial farmhouse than the national park site. 

Wc then headed south for Charlotte¬ 
town. less than an hour away. En route we 
stopped in New Glasgow and had lunch in 
a lovely, airy dining room at the Prince 


Edward island Preserve Co., overlooking 
the Clyde River. This was one of our more 
pleasant stops: wc watched preserves 
being made and sampled wonderfully 
exotic teas. 

Compared to the rest of the province. 
Charlottetown seems like the big city, 
although it has only about 15,000 people. 
We toured the renovated downtown and 
wharf area, as well as Province House: 
This is the place where delegates from the 
Canadian provinces, fearful that the 
United States would try to annex them in 
the midst of the American Civil War, first 
met to work toward their independence 
from Britain, which they were granted in 
* 867 . ... 

After another comfortable night at 
Keir's Shore Inn. we headed for Summer- 
side on the south shore, where Anne goes 
to be a high school principal in a later 
book. In real life, it is the sire of a theater 
and many festivals. 

Victoria-by-the-Sea, east of Summer- 
side, could be a great setting for a novel 
that calls for a charming, slightly down-at- 


w.cij .mu-iuiernuon tea at Mrs. Profil 
Tea Shop. 

Despite our fervid attempts to take 
the sights on PEI. I realized at one poin 
was the lack of sights that was the m 
beguiling aspect of the place—the to 
placid views toward the water, the bo 
clanging in the small harbors. the ro; 
never filled with cars. 

One afternoon my daughter and 1 reni 
norees for a trail ride. The horses w< 
-pathetic, broken-down creatures, and 
might have left before the ride if my hi 
band and son hadn’t already gone off w 

2 Car ' ? u ‘" e besan *e ride, skirt! 
potato fields, down empty, red, du 
roads to the glorious sea. 1 couldn't hi 
myself: I was happy. 

As Anne says to her guardian: "Maril 
one can t stay sad very long in such 

interesting world, can oneTit • 

LA Times- Washington Pc 
NewsServi 
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Juventus win casts shadow 


over 



f ma v hav * 

- »nst their hopes of a fi re t Italian 
w es™ 1989 with Sunday’s 
-0 defeat to league lead®* 
Juventus. but the real loser was 
Italian Football. 

J 'Fhc nation's newspapers 
^were unanimous in iheir cod- 
^felusion that referee Piero - Cec- 
carini'K Failure to award a peri- ’ 
ally for afoul on Ronaldo was 
the latest in a series of mistakes 
that have Favoured - Juventus 
and devalued the title race. 

“With all respect for Juve, 
this will not go down in history 
as . *!*?. efepnest of ■ champion¬ 
ships.’' said respected sports, 
daily Gaz 2 etia deTto Sport in a 
front page editoriaL 
“While the best-supported 
club in Italy starts to'savourthe 
taste of a 25th league title, cries 
of shame rise across the iand-in 
condemnation of another ref- 
. erce that lends a hand to Mar¬ 
cello Lippi’s team." 

Ceccarini not only waved 
play on after defender Mark 
JLluliano blatantly body checked 
^Ronaldo in the Juve area, but 
also chose to ignore 
Edgar Davids’ kick at 
Diego Simeone. By con* 
trust. Inter's Ze Elias was 
sem-off at the first 
opportunity. It was by no 
means the first time that 
controversial refereeing 
decisions have. favoured. 
Juventus this season. 

Against LJdinesc in 
Turin last November; 
with the match delicately, 
poised at 1 - 1 . referee 
Graziano Cesari ruled 
that defender Ciro Fer¬ 
rara had cleared a shot 
K From German's Oliver 
r Bierhoff before ■ it 
crossed the. line. Televi¬ 
sion evidence showed 
Cesari was mistaken, but 
the result, a 4-1 victory- 
for Juventus. ‘ was 
allowed tostand. 

Again in Tnririo, -lastV. 
January, with -AS Roma tradfatg 
2-1. Didier Deschamps clearly 
tripped Carmlnie Gautieri in 
the penally area but the referee 
waved played on arid Juve worL 
In Rome, against Lazio ear¬ 
lier this month, and: deep into 
injury time wkb Juve: winning. 
1-0. luliano was seen to handle. 
Referee Pierluigi Collina said it 
was accidental. ‘ 

■ ! j Finally. last Sunday, ;iii a 
• close match at Empoli. Juyen- 
tus were gifted another 1 three, 
points when, referee Stefeno 
Rodomonti ruled that goal¬ 
keeper Angelo Peruzzi stopped 
a late header bn his line. Again. • 
television proved him wrong. 

Such errors might have 
passed unnoticed fn other sea- 


A title race 



sons^ in. which Juventus had 
virtually. wrapped up the tide 
before Easter, but 1997-98 has 
provided the closest title race 
■ in years, with every point cru¬ 
cial- With just one point separ¬ 
ating later and Juventus before 
Sundayls match and three 
matches now remaining. - the 
result : virtually settles.. the 
championship. 

“It was a match in which 



~ ^vferyfhfifg ft year 

of wqric ( a career," sad Inter 
; manager;. EuM; Sjoaooi, who 
was disnussedf&r only tfuj'sec- 
"oodtime.iri ht^^aiwrforpro^ 
testj^-/Y3ecc^^ ■ 

c^tiy'pecsbn jnthe wortd^ not to 
how 

Cometfiat irferee^ Empoli-did. 
hot r see'tiie baU : cross the tipp. -- ' 
Ws n^Hy :- vefy wbri^g^C' 1 ' 
... One.|psi^ruw>Jie. in’ the 
.way-in ty^ch .lis^an referees " 
are - appointed^' Jor matches. 
UnliEe oifctyK'Euroite^ • 

tries, Seriej A hafidrpicks its . 
referee. ■ 

1 After..: Rodomonti-s error 
against Empoji, it was discov¬ 
ered that; the -refereehad.. 
directed only. threeJuventus 


matches in three years after 
making a mistake that had cost 
(he reigning champions a goal 
in a 1994 match, ‘it’s fair lo 
ask if Rodomonti wax not con¬ 
ditioned by wbal happened to 
him in 1994. Perhaps he was 
afraid of repealing the same 
mistake and paying the conse¬ 
quences" said Giorgio Tosani. 
an Italian soccer commentator. 

1 have no choice but to 
believe . that referees 
have a complex." said 
Inter president Massimo 
Morarri. “They don’i do 
. this on purpose. It's a 
habit They are afraid of 
hurting Juventus. It's the 
rule, not An exception." 

1 “There is a kind of virus 
that infects our referees: 
call it .. psychological 
slnvery."added Gazzetta 
.. deUcrSport. 

• However. Sunday's 
. scapegoat ' Ceccarini 
brushed off- the accusa¬ 
tions. "For me, it was a 
straight forward match.” 
he said. "Mistakes? 
We’re all human, we all 
' make errors." 

’ Italian. - soccer fans 
-have long claimed.that 
Juventus. owned, by the 
powerful -' Agnelli 
dynastyhold a Machae- 
"vellifflT'grip bri the destiny-of 
the Serie A championship. AS 
Roma ..might have won-- the 
r980Sl title if a perfectly reg¬ 
ular gewfl against Juventus in 
Turin' had. not been disal- 
lowed-Fiorentina fens still talk 
about the 1981-82 season, 
when Juventus. won a league 
• tifle-at their expense on the last 
dky bf the season with a dis* 
^puted- penalty from. Ireland's 
Liam Brady. .Perhaps the most 
telling verdict on Sunday's 
showdown cairhe from Ronaldo, 
himself. "You all know that for 
me, football is about happiness, 
but only when it's 11 players - 
against 1 IT .he reflected. 
"When it's .11: against 12 it 
becomes sad.TI 


Belbesi on track in 
high speed race 


AMMAN {Star]—The Royal 
Automobile Ctuh of Jordan 
(RACJl continues its series 
of this races this >casun with 
the second speed rally spon¬ 
sored by Pepsi. 

Jordanian Champion Gnilh 
Belbesi came in on top with a 
time of 2:22:8b minutes in 
the second round, the best 
lime in the three-round race. 
The brothers Shadinn— 
Khatshaf and Barkeiv—took 
the 2nd and 3rd places with 
limes of 2:31:29 and 2:32:48 
respectively. 

The best time—2:24:74— 
was clocked by Yascr Jarar in 
the second round, bui he was 
late Tor the race and his time 
was penalized, so he didn’t 
place among the lop finish¬ 
ers. The organizing commii- 
icc penalized Jarar by adding 
ten seconds io his miaf lime. 



which dropped him hack to 
eight place. 

The race was patronized ny 
HRH Prince Fais.il Ben AI 
H.issan ihe head of ihe upper 


committee of the car sport. 

A mix of 23 experienced 
drh-jrs and ihe newcomers 
participated in ihe race. ■ 


Playoffs brim with 
end of season pain 


THESE ARE the legends. A rheumy-cved Jor¬ 
dan pours in 38 against the Jazz. Brutal flu 
brushed away like a half-heaned hand check. 
Willis Reed, gimpy leg and all. pushes the 
Knicks to a title in Game 7 of ihe - 7li finals. 
New York will always remember, kiali nearly 
leads (hc'88 Pistons in the NBA title while play¬ 
ing on tut ankle so badly sprained, it w ill take 
the entire summer to recover. His leammaics 
inspired. Zcke leads the Bad Boys u> 
the next two titles. 

Playoffs in pain. Excru¬ 
ciating pain. There have 
always martyrs to the 
cause. The " walking. 


once- 
Bill 
Kevin 
Scottie 
This 



wounded, 
invincible 
Walton. 

McHalc. 

Pippin.. 

year’s man-of- 
the-hour in 
great pain, 

leading his 
team to a 
championship 
in spite of nil. 
just might he 
Lakers guard 
Nick Van Exel. 

-And this , sea¬ 
son's other lead¬ 
ing candidate and 
rehnbs who - are 
going for broke on 
broken hones? Here 
are a few of them: 

■ Rik Smiis. Indiana: 

How sore are RikS mils' 
sore feet? T drive with cruise 
control as much as 1 can." say.s the 
Pnccrs 31-year-old big man. SmiLs had 
surgery before last season to repair compressed 
nerves in both feet. He missed 30 games: Indi¬ 
ana missed the playoffs. Now Smiis is there." 
Inflamed scar tissue makes every step puinluL 
but still he runs and jumps. • We're not going ;i 
win without him." says Reggie Miller. “I just 
want to win so badly." Smiis added. "t know l 
goun play for now." 

■ Nate McMillan, Seattle: can't he the cata¬ 


lyst nil' the bench for the Sonic.s’defense any¬ 
more. He know> -his when heuakes up and his 
right knee, the one with no cartilage is puffy 
and discolored. When the hack pain hares and he 
secs ihe scalpel scar> on his ankles. When he 
considers his coming rciircmeni and the arthritis 
on its way.No. George Karl's "favorite player of 
ail time" and key locker room presence can’t do 
what he used to. But he’ll do what he can. 

_____ ■ Jayson Williams. New Jersey: The 

«• • cost came off few weeks early- 

arn't no hroken thumb 
gonna keep Jayson Wil¬ 
liams off the postseason 
boards. “The hone is 
healing." he insists, 
it's starting to gel 
some callous 
around it," You 
could say the 
same about Jay¬ 
son. "If it 
breaks. it 
breaks." 

Never mind 
that the Nets 
are a No, 8 
seed. haven’t 
been in the 
playoffs in a 
long limo." vays 
the 30-year-old 
free agent And 
when that thumb 
starts the throb? 
“{'II ran water on 

Luc Longley. Chi¬ 
cago: "The worst part 
about silting around." say.s 
Luc Longley. "is the longer you 
sil the less you feel like pan of the 
team." Longley will be sitting for much of 
the opening round. A 

left knee, hypcrcxlension and other leg injuries 
ended his best season six weeks early. Since 
then, the 7” 2 " center has been swimming and 
working on the stationary bike and looking 
. down ihe road. "Alonzo (Mourning! is always a 
matchup that you need a bulldozer to handle." 
he says. "That's the one I need to be around 
for." ■ 


Terrific at both ends, but weak in the middle 

Modest German squad still top contender 


STUTTGART. Germany— 
Germany prepares for another 
World Cup title ruii no. longer 
unbeaten but still upbeat! A 2-. 
I loss to defending .champion 
Brazil in an exhibition last 
month ended Germany’s run of 
22 games without defeat, a 
series that included the 1996 
European title. 

While a win over an oppo¬ 
nent ranked No. I in the world 
would have been great for the 
team that opens Cup play, 
against the United Stares June 
15 in Paris. German- coach 
Berti Vogts said he was 
pleased with what he saw from 
his veteran squad. "We played 
man-toman against .die best 
forwards in the world," Vogts 

suid. " ' ’ V , 

"We made some mistakes 
and wc know it. bul l think we 
are heading in ihe right direc¬ 
tion." Germany was two min¬ 
utes awpy from 3 draw against 
Brazil. Only a brilliant move 
began by Roberto Carlos arid 
finished by Ronaldo prevented 
the Germans from earning the 
result tlicy felt should have 
been theirs and adding to their 
history that includes three 
World Cup titles and a reputa¬ 
tion. as "a team that no one in 
the world likes to play* 

For Vogts, the games 
against Brazil and Olympic 
champion Nigeria Wednesday- 
werc the two major- Tests 
before the World Cup. 

■•( wanted to have suefl 
strong rivals." he said. 
are the only rwo games 
can test 'my pLnycrs."_ Tne 
remain inn three games Derate 
the World Cup. against fin- 
land. Colombia and Liechten¬ 
stein. will be. used to fine-tune 
the 22 -member squad, 
expected to be announced after 



the Nigeria game. 

Vogts likes to pick his squad 
early, to avoid any unsettling 
debate in the otedia over _who . 
should go and who should be 
left at home. . • • , 

So-, far, .' the- 5 I-year- 0 ld 
couch has confirmed,only one 
name: Andreas Koepke. who 
will be his No. 1 goalkeeper. 
Koepke, 36, is one of. the vete¬ 
rans on Vogts’ team and plays. 
for Olympique Marseille tn 
France. Vogts says he will take 
three goalies to France. 

Germany'sticks to the more 
cautious 5-3-2 system, with 
two central defender and a 
sweeper, phis two men on the 
flanks whose first job is to. 


close the lanes but also to run 
into attack whenever possible. 
One playtiiaker, two more mid¬ 
fielders and ; two strikers com¬ 
plete the lineup. 

• One of the central defenders 
h sure to: be 32-year-old Juer- 
gen Kohler, one of the tough¬ 
est markers in Europe. He was 
sent off. after 35 minutes 
agaiftsi-Brari! for a foul Vogts 
called ‘ "stupid” -.While hard 
jackling-is not uncommon in 
the Bundestiga. Vogts knows 
• that the .refereeing will he 
much stricter ii Uie World Cup 
and he wants to avoid unneces¬ 
sary yellow and red cards. 

Christian Woeras. by no 
means outstanding in previous 


national team games, neutral¬ 
ized Ronaldo until his lute 
strike. Romano, Brazil's other 
forward star, hardly touched 
the hall, marked out of the 
game by Kohler and Thomas 
Helmcr. 

Olaf Them probably will 
open at sweeper, barring a 
miraculous reLum of MaUhias 
Sammcr. Thon, who will he 32 
at the time of the World Cup. 
is short hut-skilled with the 
hall and at reading the game. 
He can also move forwara and 
execute free kicks. 

Sammcr was Germany's star 
at Euro 96 but is recovering 
from a fifth knee operation and 
has not even "resumed jogging. 


Germany has prohlems in 
tile midfield. Andreas Moeller 
had some good moments 
against Brazil. But he has 
rarely lived up to expectations 
in the national team and he lost 
(lie ball that resulted in Bra¬ 
zil's winner. 

Thomas Hacssjcr seems to 
be on the decline and did not 
c\en play against Brazil. Vogts 
is unlikely in opt for two offen¬ 
sive midi i ciders. 

"Wc conceded ton many 
goals in qualifying." he said. 
"Wc again paid the price 
against Brazil. We don't 
recover quickly enough when 
we go forward." 

Up front. Vogts hiis the lux¬ 


ury of choice, and this could 
cost captain Juergen Klin¬ 
smann a place in the staring 
lineup. Klinsmann. 33. has 
had two serious injuries in 
recent months and has not 
regained his deadly finishing 
touch. He faces tough competi¬ 
tion in Ulf Kirsten, leading 
scorer in the Bundesliga with 
21 goals, and Oliver Bierhoff. 
second to Ronaldo with 21 
goals in Italy's Serie A. Klin¬ 
smann played the first half 
against Brazil, while Kirsten 
played the second and scored 
Germany's goal. 

But Kirsten is hobbling with 
hack and calf injuries that may 
open the door for Klinsmann, a 
veteran ot 101 international 
games and 43 goals. 

The Germans won the 
World Cup in 1954. 1974 and 
199ft. and finished second in 
1982 and 1986. They lost in 
the 1994 quarterfinals to Bul¬ 
garia. They don't lose often. 
Before the Brazil game, their 
Iasi defeat was in June 1996 to 
France, just hefore the trip to 
England, where they won the 
European title. 

They may not be the most 
entertaining, but they are effec¬ 
tive. They know how to put the 
other team under pressure, and 
their commitment, tenacity and 
the will to win are their main 
strengths. Germany is probably 
the strongest tournament team 
in the world, often reaching the 
final, while teams with super¬ 
ior players leave empty 
handed. Getting the maximum 
out of modest-looking sides is 
another strength of German 
coaches. "Wc are still among 
the favorites. We are on the 
right path.” Vogts said. "I'm 
not unhappy with our 
performance.”* 
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US for real, publication warns 

FRANKFURT. Germany—Watch out Tor the Americans! The 
mass-i.ireulation newspaper Bild. with the largest readership in Ger¬ 
many. warned that the United States will not be a pushover at the 
World Cup in France. The L : .S. team is Germany's first opponent. 
June 15 in Paris. The Americans beat Austria 3-0 last Wednesday in 
Vienna. 

"Watch out. Berti! Group F is stronger than we all thought." Bild 
wrote referring lo Germany coach Berti Vogts. 'The Americans 
presented themselves very strongly.” Bild said, and praised mid¬ 
fielder Claudio Reyna as "excellent." Reyna plays for Wolfsburg in 

the Bundesliga 

Olsen pleased with Norway’s victory over 
Belgium 

Oslo. Norway— Norwegian coach Egil Olsen said his team's 2-0 
win :ii Denmark this week may he an even bigger achievement than 
Norway's stunning 4-2 defeat of World Cup champion Brazil last 
May. "The results were among the best we have ever done." Olsen 
luiJ the Oslo newspaper Daebladcl upon returning home after 
Wednesday's g.imc in Copenhagen. "Maybe even better than the 

\icinry over Bra-_:_ 

zil." He said the 
Brazilians had 
been tired after 
iheir trip to Oslo, 
were playing on 
the Norwegians' 
home field, and 
malcresii mated 
this small Nordic 
country's team. 

"The Dimes 
didn't do that." 

Olsen was quot¬ 
ed as saying in 
Friday's editions 
o| the news¬ 
paper. The 

Danes hadn't lost a home game since September 1992. and this was 
the first time in 27 years the Norwegians managed to win ul Den¬ 
mark 

Don’t blame Troussier 

JOHANNESBURG. South Africa—Don't blame new soccer coach 
Phillippc Troussier for lack of effort or imagination if South Africa 
docs poorly at its first World Cup. Troussier, according to The Star 
newspaper, recently took pan in a traditional African cleansing rit¬ 
ual that involved dipping his hands in the blood of a slaughtered 
goal. The ceremony was supervised by a sangoma. or traditional 
hcitlcr. 

Troussier. a Frenchman, has worked throughout Africa, most re¬ 
cently as coitch of Burkina Faso, and is known as the “white witch 
doctor." He said he knows how to work with the players as iheir 
coach and spiritual adviser, and he declined hiring a sports psychol¬ 
ogist for the team. "I am their sports psychologist." Troussier said. 

Listen always to the Father 

MILAN. Italy—For Italy's soccer team, father really does know 
host. Couch Ccsnrc Mnldini has long made a point of encouraging 
his son. Paolo, to make attacking runs up the left flank from his po¬ 
sition us defender. The strategy has produced results, with Paolo 
scoring nt » 



COUPE DU MONDE 



much liLM.-i clip. , 

The AC Milan , 
veteran headed < 
in the first goal 
alter four min- t 
tiles Wednesday i 
night, sparking ! 
icily to a 3-| ! 
victory over j 
Paraguay. 

After scoring j 
three goals in 4ft i 
national team : 
games under : 
coach Arrigo , 

Sncchi. Paolo ; -1 

needed just 13 

games in match that total since Cesaie took over the Azzurri in 
1990. And he tallied five goals in just 12 games in the 1980s. when 
his lather headed Italy's Under-2! team. 

Matthaeus wants Germany recall 

MUNICH.Germany—Lothar Matthaeus. who led Germany to its 
last World Cup title in 1990. is recommending himself to German 
coach Berti Vogts for this summer's championship, following an rn- 
jury *° Olaf Thon. He has the suppon of several coaches. Buj Vogts 
looks unlikely to change his mind and bring back the 37-ycar-old 
Matthaeus. 

Vogts dropped Matthaeus from the team before Ihe 1996 Eu¬ 
ropean Championships, after Matthaeus had criticized several na¬ 
tional team members, particularly striker Juergen Klinsmann. 

"It happened two years ago.” Matthaeus said. “We've talked it 
over. We shouldn't look back, we should look ahead. “I can't do 
any more than offer myself repeatedly.” Matthaeus said after a 
strong performance in a 2-1 win over Bayern Munich. Thon tore a 
ligament in his right ankle in a Bundesliga game and will he side¬ 
lined for two weeks. His club doctor said Thnn's injury should not 
keep him out of the World Cup. 

France officials unveil forge-less tickets 

PARIS—World Cup officials have unveiled an example of the high¬ 
ly-sought tickets for the World Cup. and they claim they're im¬ 
possible tn forge. A ticket- primed by the company that supplies 
hank note paper to 12ft countries worldw ide, is a thick piece of blue 
and yellow rectangular paper. 

Co-organizer Michel Platini said counterfeiters would he foiled 
by a special "lock" mechanism in the ticket, which also is featured 
in the country's state-of-the-art hank notes. 

The tickets depict the earth surrounded by nine soccer balls, 
evoking planets in the galaxy. They also feature a watermark of 
"Fc'oUs." the event mascot, layers of iridescent color impossible to 
photocopy, a hologram of France and the World Cup trophy, on » 
special non-shiny paper. The tickets also hear the purchaser's name. 

Baggio in top form 

BRESCIA. Italy—If Roberto Baggio wauls lii.s World Cup place 
hack, he's doing it the right way. The veteran plnymakcr. making a 
late push to cam a herth on Italy's World Cup roster, scored twice in 
Bologna's 3-1 win at Brescia wilh national coach Ccsarc Maldini in 
the stands, ‘i had no idea the was theret." Baggio said. "Muybe 
that's why 1 played so well.” Baggio led runner-up Italy to the final 
at the 1994 World Cup wilh five goals in three matches. But he's 
played only one notional team match since 1995. and is hauling two 
or three other players for one reserve forward spot in this s-umther'.s 
tournament. 

Hoddle threatens suit against Geller 

LONDON—Faith hculer Eileen Drcwcry remains on England’s 
World Cup backup team. Bui coach Glenn" Hnddlc is threatening le¬ 
gal action against psyehic Uri Geller. who's trying to help nut "too. 
Hoddle has great faith in Drewery. who has worked with several of 
England’s injury-prone players. But he doesn't think he needs help 
from Geller. 

Geller. an Israeli who is a big fan of England, hoasts that he 
smuggled the World Cup trophy to his home To energize it in Eng¬ 
land's favor. He also said he sprinkled crystals on the playing sur¬ 
face at Marseille where Hoddic's team plays its first World Cup 
game against Tunisia. 

After reading a newspaper report that Hoddle and"Drewery visit¬ 
ed Geller two years ago and took pan in some kind of healing pro¬ 
cess. the England coach issued ;t statement saying the meeting never 
took place. He said the report was "an extraordinary combination of 
lies, inaccuracies, exaggerations and misleading innuendoes." and 
he was taking legal advice with the possibility of suing Geller and 
(he newspaper. 
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Le palais d’Amxnan, curiosite omeyyade 

L'intere: des vestiges de I'epoque musulmane est trnp souvent dclipsi 
par la notoriety des antiques cites de la D&capole ou la Nabatine. 

Nianmoins. grace aax travaux de la Mission archeologique espagnole, 
le palais omeyyade d'Amman (voir ci-contre) dont la grande coupolea 
ite rtcemment reconstitute, saura sans doute retenir V,attention du 
public. Ce contplexe est I’hiritier des immenses palais de Misopotanue 
et de Perse, verUabte cite comprenant entrees monumentales, places 
digagees, rues et unites d'habitation. Dans des dimensions plus 
modestes, le palais d’Amman s'inspire de ce niodele : une rue a 
colonnades relie deux bailments surmontis de coupoles. De part et 
d'autre sont reparties six unites d’habitation (bayt), avec chacune une 
cour autour de laquelle s'organise un ensemble de piices dont la 
principale est ouverte fl'iwan). Cette structure d’origine parthes a £le 
pleinement developpie dans ['architecture des palais de I’lran sassanutc. 

Les deux espaces principaux du palais sont des halls de plan 
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Les 30 ans de la JTV 


Le bon vieux temps de la tele de papa 


i 


Lancement d’utie troisieme chaine publique. La television jordanienne fetait cette semaine en fanfare 
son SOeme anniversaire. Quelques-uns de ses pionniers sont revenus sur le petit ecran evoquer leurs 
debuts. Panni eux, Munib Toukan, ex-presentateur du journal en anglais, regrette 
le. professionnalisme et la determination de cette epoque creatrice. 


a deux cuupoles paryirom^A^u--Nqtnek 

j cruciform*, Van J f € 7 a Pi^f^^ s carri sont 

I plus pried, de saOe detrdne. & }*% cruciforme tire son 

emprunties 4 Varchitecture sassanide, £ . indisdnctemeni 

origine des cot^ucdons J—^ 

JZres po^ V^eie 

Vempire omeyyade, mais aussi de sa P^ S ^f^^f^Uisatwnx 
port de passage. S’U anpmnte l 

orientates, U amove ausst : paurJaprmMJW**^^*^ 
comporte deux coupoles f une particularity repr **. an accidental, 
dans l’architecture des mosqudes du mondemusulman 

La presse dans le monde arabe 

Utile a condition 
d’etre libre 

3 tnai, joumee internationals de la liberte 
de la presse. Comme chaque annee, c est ( , 
Voccasion de recenser les violations et 
d’evaluer le respect de ce principe 
fondamental dans le monde. 



'j 


"Bonsoir. Id canal 6. 

Vinci les actualites •- C'cst ain- 
si que Munib Tnukan. prEsen- 
taicur du journal telErise en 
anglais des annees 70. com- 
men^aii chaque soir la retrans¬ 
mission. Captcc sur le sixieme 
canal dc la lEIe. l'aciuelle 
deuxiemc chaine Etait connuc 
sous le doux nom de «csixieme 
canal- et reunissait des Emis¬ 
sions en anglais ct en hebreu ! 

-Let creation dc celtc cl taint', 
une annee apres la fondalion 
Jc la television jordanienne 
(Jordan Television. JTV), a eu 
un succes immediate, affirme 
Munib Toukan. nujourd'hui re- 
sponsahle des relations pu- 
bliqucs de la compagnie ae- 
rienne Royal Jordanian, * Tout 
le monde la rcgtirdoil: fa com- 
munanir des rxjhitries cl mcme 
les hrucliens. avee qui on emit 
eu guerre-, raconte-i-il en allu- 
mant sa pipe. 

-Un lelespccraicitrfuicte des 
informations en anglais, Sa 
Majesic Ic Rni Hussein, nous a 
betnu oup souienus et encoura¬ 
ges continue cclui qui a ac- 
compagne le souverain hachE- 
mitc pendant tmis ans dans ses 
visites olTiciclles amour du 
mondc. Avec unc equipe de 
vrais profcssionnels formEs 
•dans des prcstigiuuses universi- 
les eirnngcres. la toute ieune 
tEIEvision jordanienne a en el¬ 
ect representc un souffle nou¬ 
veau sur la rEgion. -A I'epoque. 
noire television a contribue a 
la creation de la television sv- 
rienne et de plusicurs stations 
du Colfv, mais uitjourd'hui on 
est Jcpasse par cer Mines 
d'entre el les et .mu de la peine 
d rcsister-. 

Scion cet ex-reporter, qui a 
etudie Ic journalisme a Paris et 
travjillc pendant sept ans a ia 


television frangaise. il esL beau- 
coup plus difficile pour la JTV 
de s’en sortir avee I'arrivEe du 
satellite et la paix avec Israel. 

»Dans ce contexte, pour elre vi¬ 
able, Vinformation doit ctrc ex- 
trdmement transparent et 
credible, souligne Munib Tou¬ 
kan d'une voix egale. et pour 
pa il faut plus de professionna¬ 
lisme et moms de protocole *. 

NBC, TVS 

L'ancien prEsentateur entend 
par lit une solide formation et 
une vaste culture gEnEraie, aus¬ 
si bien pour les cameramen et 
les rEdacteurs que pour les 
scEnaristes et les realisateurs. A 
cela. s'ajoute l’esprit critique ne- 
cessaire pour une juste sElec¬ 
tion et organisation de l'info. 
-Malheurcuscment, les actuali- 
tes en anglais dc l'aciuelle 
dcuxiivne chaine donnent 
I"impression d'etre une traduc¬ 
tion approximative des infor¬ 
mations en arabe». poursuit-il. 
en invoquant l'initlative et le 
pouvesr de decision d'aman. 

•• La television jordanienne 
se debrouille bien mais non 
sans peine, car ses ressources 
sont lindices*, admel Munib 
Toukan. - L'atuonomie finan- 
cicre et administrative (mais 
elle reste aux mains de I’Etat., 
bien sflr. NDLR) obtenue, il y 
a six ttu/u>, est un bon stgne 
pour Vavenir •. signale-l-il sur 
un ton plus optimiste. Reste 
qu'une des priorites de ia telE. 
devxait etre. scion lui. le perfec- 
tionnement de son personnel : 

-Il faut les envoyer en plus 
grand nonibre faire des stages 
a la BBC. a CNN. etc... et pro¬ 
filer des bourses offertes par 
les pays occidcntaux ». 

Grace aux progres tech¬ 
niques. la presentation de 



Les premiers montages : presque de Vartisanal ! 


1'information est devenue plus 
facile et plus seduisame. Faire 
Ic journal depuis la Maison 


Blanche ou les UilTErenis palais 
myaux dans le monde relcvait 
souvent de I'avemure : -Les 


connections te- 
lephnnitfues ctai- 
enr tlifftciles a 
nbtenir et d'une 
quii/ire relative, 
snrtoni lorsque 
des inevitables 
/Kinnes 

d’elcctricile in- 
Icrrampairiil lex 
programmes*, se 
souvient Munib 
Toukan en souri- 
ani. Le promp- 
teur. la photo¬ 
graphic digitale. 
Ics diets spE- 
ciaux. la rEalitE 
virtue lie sont des 
mcrvcilles tech- 
nnlogiqucs mais 
laisscnt toujours. 
aux humains la 
rcsponsahilitE 

d'onJonncr Ic ctmtenu des ima¬ 
ges a transmettre. 

• Le lancement re ler tnai 


d'une troisibnc chaine reser¬ 
ves aux emissions sportives et 
mix longs debats parlemen- 
taires resoudra le problems de 
la JTV*. croil-il. Cela devrait 
ainsi degager des tranches ho- 
raircs sur les deux autres 
chaines pour des programmes 
plus varies et plus attractifs. 

Sans cacher ses regrets 
d’avoir quittE la telE. en 1977. 
Munib Toukan aimerait bien 
revenir au service rEdactionnel 
de la deuxifeme chaTne. pour- 
quoi pas en qualitE de conseill- 
er el de prEsentateur. ofin de 
valoriser 1'information et en- 
courager le travail d'analyse. 
En attendant, il reste fid&le & la 
Royal Jordanian: aux infos de 
la chaine arabe et h ses Emis¬ 
sions prEfErees... sur NBC et 
TV5. ■ 

Anca deMaio 


Les Frari^ais regardent trop le petit feaH 


Au debut des annEes 80. la plu- 
part des tElespectateurs s'Etaienl fElicitEs 
de la disparition du monopole audiovi- 
sucl de I’Etat. synonyme d’un plus grand 
; nnmhre de chaines .et d’une plus grand 
indEpendance de chacune d’elles. Mais 
les sondages montrent qu’ils soni assez 
peu satisfuits des programmes qui leur 
sont proposEs: fin 1993.6696 se disaient 
d'accord avec ('affirmation selon la- 
quel Ic -on est pris pour des abrutis a la 
tele v. une proportion croissante depuis 
I9S6 i369r). Les plus traditionalistes 
s'alurmenf de I'invasion de la publicity et 
dc I'aspect «racoleur>‘ de certaines Emis¬ 
sions de variEtes. D’autres. moiris nom- 
Hrcux. rcaretient le con form isme, le 
manque d‘imagination cl la pauvretE cul- 


turelle des programmes, aussi bien dans 
ie choix des sujets que dabs le ton et le 
style utilisEs. Pourtant 1’ofire s'est Forte- 
merit elargie depuis 1980. Les chaines.de 
.tEJE. sont.maintenant .ay nombte deiss.j 
(centre trois, il y"a 18 an'sj: deux chaines 
de service public fsociEtEs nationoles) 
France 2 et France 3 et trois chaiocs.pri- 
vEes. TF1, Canal Plus (ctyptEe- et. 
payante) et M6. La demifcre chaine. Arte, 
diffusEe sur le cinquifeme canal, est une 
chaine culture He franco-allemande. De¬ 
puis dEcembre 1994. sur le m&me canal, 
sont pro gram mis les Emissions de la 
CinquiEme qui est une chaine Educarive. 
Au-delh de cette palette hertzierine tradi- 
tionnelle, les Fran^ais ont aussi h possi- 
bilitE d'accEder h d'autres chaines par 


‘ I'intennEdiaire du satellite ou du cable 

• (plus-.de 2 mUlions derfoyers). : • -, 

Kfalg^E Ik nombreuises cntioueis;"&.son. 

' ehcoVitre, la tEIEvision .reste. 

’• du Fraragais tnoyea qui passe plus! 
7 ife v tEraps : devam''Ifc petit Ecraa qu’au tia-. 

• .vail..! La duiEe~moyenrie. cTEcoUte ,pa' 
perSonrie, plus de 3- heures par jdur.-re 5 - 

- prfeentedonc Tessenriel du temps-Iibre. : 
Ea.I950, utie poignEe de priyB^giEs” 
Etaiit EquipEe de *1’(Strange hjeaniew. et 
pouvait suivre quelques Emissions'expe- : 

• rimentales. Aujoiird'hUK la quasi-totEUitE ; 

. des riiEnages dfspose d’ au rooms: un‘ tfii 

lEviseur et plus du tiers esdmem qu'ils' 
ressentiraient un sentiment de vide si Ort 
-leur retirait leur poste. La dEpendatKe 
n'est pas loin. ■ 


Vingt-huit joumalistes 
assassinEs en 97, quane-vingt- 
trcize en prison. Motif : dElit 
d’opinion. Mats le rapport de 
«Journalistes sans frontiferes» 

■ ne se contente pas de parler des 
formes les plus extremes de 
violation de la UbertE 
d’expression. Il y a txussi les 
perquisitions, la dEtentfon tem¬ 
po ra ire. le black-out imposE 
par le gouvemement sur cer¬ 
tains Evinements. rinterdiction 
de joumaux. l’expulsion des 
jOurnaJiste5. le re his d'accorder 
des visas, les lois draconiennes, 
rintimidadon. la confiscation... 

Parmi les pays les moins ten- 
dres avec la presse, selon le 
pa I marks . public par 

I’association. on trouve 

l'Ethiopie. le NigEria, Cuba, la 
Chine, la Serbie. ITran, la Tur- 
quie. I'AlgErie. la Syrie. A pre- 
mifere vue. le monde arabe n'est 
pas ptre que les--autres avec 
deux pays seulement cites dans 
la liste noire. -Trop beau pour 
elre vrai». est-on tentE de dire. 
Cette libertE est aussi bofouEe 
dans le monde arabe tant en 
thEoriequ'en pratique. 

Awatef Abdul-Rah man. 

presidente du dEpartenient du 
joumafisme h 1'universitE du 
Cains, a rEvEle nEcemment que 
‘ les l^islarions qui rEgissent la 
presse arabe ressem blent routes 
b la loi Emise par le Sultan otto¬ 
man Abdul-Aziz.en 1857: une 
censure muln'fornie s'exerfant \ 
en permanence sur la presses 
y a toujours ces «lignes'.rou- 
ges» qu'il ne faut pas approcher 
de trop prEs sous peine de di- 
verses tracasseriesqui vorit du 
simple licenciement & 
l'anestatidn. Ces lignes ne sont 
pas dEfinies clairement. Elies 
dElimitent & grands traits la vie 
politique, la religion, lesexe, la 
sEcuritE. la politique Etrangere, 
b critique de Id politique Scoii- 
omique et sociale des; gou- 
vernements. la corruption, les 
afTaires, la monnaie du pays. 
1'unitE nationale... La lisle est 
longue. • 


A cela s'ajoute I'aurocensure. 
peut-Etre b plus devastatrice 
Sir de la seule responsabilite du 
journal iste. qui preftre 
wcompter jusqu'a dix» comme 
on diL avant cfEcrire quoi que 
ce soil. Enfrn les associations 
de joumalistes souvent infeo- 
dees aux gouvememenls ne 
contrihuent-elles pas par leur 
impuissance au maintien de la 
nEpression ‘l . 

Dans la plupart des pays 
arabes. - les moyens 
d'information sont aussi la 
chasse gardee des auroritEs : un,.- v 
obstacle de taille h un vrai. tra-‘ ' 
vail d'investigation. En gEnEral. 
les gouvememems dominent 
largemem radio, tEIEvision. et 
presse ecriie. La Jordanie ne 
fait pas exception h cette rfcgle 
du pluralisme limite. Une cer- 
taine libertE est accordEe, selon 
les saisons. pour la. critique, 
mais seulement des aspects 
marginaux de la politique offi- 
cielle. Ceux qui s'aventurent 
dans le pilonnage en r&gle des 
grandes orientations politiques. 
sont poursuivis. ' Jntcrdits 
d'ccrrre ou jctEs en prison. 

Dans- ces conditions, les 
joumalistes s'interrogent.: -A 
quoi cela siert d’ecrire ?». La f> 
bonne question ne serait-elle.. 
pas ptutdt .r «Que do'a-on ecri- 
re ?» ‘I iaire, e'est bien mais 
Ecrire UbrerrienL e'est mieux et 
surtout plus utiie ; cela rEpond 
-aiix exigences des citoyens et 
„djautosj pwtf.d^fqpge ceux qui 
erdent toujours dStenir la vEri- 
.te..absolue. Dans le monde 
arsibe, lit lutte des gouveme- 
rnents centre b IibertE de la 
presse se nfisume h emp&cher la 
rEvElation de leur impuissance 
dons deux domaines essentiels 
: Je processus de paix et la 
question palestinienne et le 
dEveloppement Economique du 
pays. Effort vain h I'heure des 
chaines satellites et d'imcmet . 
qui permettent ia circulation de c f ■ 
1'information sons visa. ■ 

Suleiman S weiss 


Culture 


Fait divers 


Cinema du froid fait chaud au cceur 

Demciin . s'acheve la semaine du film scandinave pour les enfants. Une curiosite dans 
cette region inondee par les productions hollywoodiennes. Un enchantement pour les 
jeunes Jordan iens qui decouvraient un cinema fait pour eux. 


«Ce festival csr tine 

nutnicrc dc faire cnnmiitrc la 
ctvilift ilii'ii srundinavc *- c.\- 
pliquc simplcment Agnctu 
Boh man. I'umbassadricc dc 
Suede devenue ponc-parolc de 
la communaulc nonJiquc. le 
icmp* dc ccltc premiere se- 

m. iine du cinema scandinave en 
Jordanie. L'idee. cepcndanL csl 
ancienne. Dcj.’i en 1976. la 
Suede ,i\.iil organise un semi- 

n. iirc dc liueraturc enlantine a 
Amman Mais depuis. a pari 
des echangcs a'.ec des Irbraires 
ei des aclcurs jordaniens. rien 
dc irc> consisUinl. En rcaliie. 
eelie semaine cinEmaiogra- 
phique marque la premiere ini¬ 
tialise collective iSuede. Fm- 
iundc. Norvegc. Danemark. 
Islandei ci mediatique dcstince 
,'i meltre en avant une culture 



Pour la (chere) liquette du King 

Le Hard Rock Cafe, a Abdoun, vient de vivre une histoire cocasse. 
Un jeune Britannique a essaye de piquer quelques souvenirs apres 
consommation. Cojfre presque par hasard, il s’est retrouve 
en cabane pour des fripes. Mais quelles fripes ! 


«Les heros sont des enfants, comme je t’ai toujours souhaite *. Une jeune Jordanienne de 
14 ans pendant la semaine du film scandinave. 

discrete jusqu'a prEscnl dans Ic 
paysngc hachemiie. Trcs deve- 
loppO dans ces pays du froid. le 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda culturel cTAmman 

Cinema 

Cvele cnnsacre a I’actrice Catherine Deneuve. 

E sattvtigc. film dc Jean-Paul Ruppeneau. 1975. coulcur. sous- 
tiirc en iirabe. L'n misanthrope voit une ravtssante eeervelcc 
tonihee dans >cs bras. Lundi 4 raai a 18h30 el 20h30 
an Centre culturel fran^ais. 

Renseignements au 4636445 OU 4637009. 

Elle est l'une des 
actrices les plus 
distinguces du ci¬ 
nema franqais; 
par le choix de ses 
roles, elle a su 
mettre en valeur 
tons les registres 
de son talent et 
passe sans transi¬ 
tion de la petite 
fitle modete a la 
grande bourgeoi¬ 
sie ou a l’heroine 
romantique. 



cinema pour enfants a ensuite 
eiE choi si pour permeurc la U£- 
couverie. Judicieux. dans un 
myaume oil Ics enfants sent ga¬ 
ve* dc series cl super produc¬ 
tions americaincs. souvent \io- 
lentcs. Cetie fois. ils oni eu le 
bonheur dc visionner des films 
qui parlcnl d eux et Ics prennent 
au sEricux. -Les hews sont des 
enfant v. comme jc I’ai umpvm 
souhaite *. sc rEjouil une ado- 
lesccntc de 14 ans. II est en ef- 
fet plus facile dc s'idcmitler ;i 
des' personnages qui i»nt Ic 
meme age que vous et de sc 
prendre pour Pclle. Ir conquc- 
rant. victorieux lace au mondc 
ingnn dcs aduitc*. En outre. Ics 
films selcctionnEs ont dev»ule 
Ics modes dc vie or I'histoire dc 
con trees presque toujours m- 
connues des jeunes Jordaniens. 
Ahmad. 10 ans. s'est dii decide 
it cn savoir plus sur la Suede, 
apres avoir vu The Brothers Li- 
onhean. ou deux l'rcrcs sans 
peur ct sans reproche combal- 
tent des serpents ct des dra¬ 
gons. 

Lutte cnirc le hien et le mal. 
passage de I'enlancc a I'auc 
adulte. relation entre lilies et 
earcons. reve d’un monde cx- 
clusif de camaraderie. !e-s 
i hemes iraites sont gcnEreux. 


Tout au long dc la semaine. Ics 
enfants d'Ainman sc soni amu¬ 
ses ii adapter cette culture exo- 
tique a leur propre imaginaire 
ct ce. malerc la hurricre de la 
languc -Ics films claicnt >ous- 
titres seuiemcnl en anglais. 
Scandinave ou Jordanicn. un 
enfant reste un enfant avec ses 
doutes ct so ambitions : de\c- 
nir un adulte ct surtoul quel- 
qu un J'utilc. ■ 

Nasrine A. Sheikh 

Demieres joumees du festival 
du film scandinave au Centre 
culturel royal. 

.leudi 30 avrtl 
llhOft 

Dug Thieves (Finbndei 
16h30 

Benjamin Dove tlsbnde) 
19h0() 

The Brothers Lion heart 

(Suede) 

Vend red i ler mai 
11 hW 

Carl and (he Angels (Norvtge) 
16h30 

Nature's Warriors I Suede I 
IQhftfi 

White bear King Valemun 
•Norvigel 

Films vius-tilres en anglais. 
RenseignemcnLs au 5661U26. 
Entree libre. 


Mardi 14 avril. 12H30. 

Lev rcliques des stars du 
show-hi/, vnus donnem I’cau it 
la h«niche. Le Hard Rock Cafe 
Ics expose sans pudeur a tous 
les curteu.x dc piLs.sugc. 

Panni eux. ce jour-la. un gars 
qui ne puie pas de mine, lagote 
comme un potachc. tee-shirt 
gris en -V*.. pompes Rcebok. 
ican dclavc mais pas dc cas- 
qiidle. L’.tHurc est mEditerra- 
neenne. le chcvcu. eoun. la ri¬ 
sen e. ccllc d’un bche et 
fanglais. sans accent. Comme 
hcaucoup dc visiicurs du Hard 
Rock C,ile. il observe Ics mc- 
iiionihiliu. comme on dii 1&- 
hus. ces ohjeLs-snuvenirs afll- 
chcs a l’iniericur dc vitrines. II 
p.tssc la place au pcignc fin 
avaiu de pa pole r avee les 
hoicsscs. Ensemble, ils patient 
dc chnses d d’autres : lui sem- 
blc passer du coq a I'Snc mais 
cu rcaliie. i! a dEja une idEc der- 
ricre la tcre ct pose ici ct la des 
quest inns precises sur hre- 
luqiics et Ics bouts de tissus qui 
1'cniourent : quels sont les 
mieux assures. Ics plus chers. 
Ics plus tclebres 7... Le temps 
d un calc ci Ic lascnrd sc tire. 
«hntr noir>. e’etait un client 
tomnir lc\ autres*. sc dfifen- 
drom plus tanJ les hotesses 

nai'ves. 

Mardi, 23h00. 

Lc tmuhlc-fcic revient sur les 
licu.x vie ce qui n'a pas encore 
Etc sttn crime. Il reclame une 
place cn vuc des ohjets dc son 
dcsir ci refail un tour du pro- 
pricuiire. Discretement. Cette 
fois. le jeune hnmme est moins 
prolivc. histoire dc sc fiurc. nu- 
hhcr. Lc httugre y reussit telle- 
ment hien que les hole uses, oc¬ 
cupies a sc trEmousscr pour 
faire mtinter la mousse, ne font 
pus vu purtir suns payer et aller 


sc rEfugier a fetage superieur 
dans une piece encore en rcs- 
tauration derricre la grossc 
Harley. Le gall lard planque en 
aitendant son heure. 
Mercredi, 3h30. 

La vjlle doit sur ses deux 
orcilles ct lc Hard Rock csl fer- 
m£ depuis belle lurette. Les trE- 
sors sont b b ponEe de main. 
D'attaque. ia fouinc sort de son 
terrier ei b pas de loup se glisse 
prfes des vitrines chEries. La 
nuisette de Gloria Estefan 
tombe dans ses bras sans resis¬ 
tance puis il. subtilise en 
orffcvrc la chemise du King. II 
rEcupere aussi le pendentif de 
Jimmy Hendrix mais cette fois 
dans un bruit de vaisselle cas- 
sEe. A I'cxtErieur. le silence dc 
b nuit est brisE. Les gardiens 
sursautent et sentent que 
quetquc chose ne toume pas 
rond dans cette ronde. Cou ra¬ 
ge ux mais pas temeraires. ils 
pE net rent dans le sanctuahr. 


Rien.5 signaler. L'ArsEne Lu¬ 
pin a file b l'onglaise, sa cueil- 
ietze sous le bras. En trois en- 
jambEes, ii a rejoint ie parking 
dEsert en direction du rond- 
point d'Abdoun. Ni vu ni con- 
nu. 

Mais la police a i'oeil. Une 
patrouille dc nuit repere 
llndividu au hasard de sa tour- 
n£e ritiielle. Le volcur pensait 
s'en Etre tirE. RattrapE par la 
malchance. il bredouilie deux 
ou trois. explications qui ne 
tiennent pmi debout. Insuffi- 
sant Les flics I'embarquent et 
le coffrent pour le reste de b 
nuiL 

Mercredi, lOhOO. 

La disparition de la relique 
d'Elvis -un des clous de I'expq 
paillette seventies- n'est pas 
une blague et le torchon bruie 
entre les gardiens penauds et 
les tenancies. Les flics arrivEs 
sur les lieux du drame enregis- 
trem les d^ositions des uns et 



Le Hard Rock Cafi abrite plusieurs reUques de stars. Le tout 
assure pour plus de 3 midioits de francs. : 


des autres : rien de Wen i'a- 
meux pour se mettre en chasse- 
Mercredi, 21hOO. y 
La force publique informe le 
Hard Rock CafE que le voleur a 
EtE arrfitE et son butin rEcupErE. 
Ce Britannique d'origine jorda- 
nienne a EiE cueilli chez lui. Ai- 
ors quli avait-EtE libErE le ma¬ 
tin mEmc par I'Equipe de nuiL 
Jes enquEteurs du jour ont ra- 
pidement fait Je rapprochement 
entre le v^abond d’Abdoun et 
le recyleur de Tripes. Preuve 
que 1'information circule dans 
la police. - 

Epilogue. 

Cette histoire a mis de L'hu|Ie 
sur le feu entre .les gErants et 
jes employ Es. Les premiers re- 
jettent la rcsponsabilhE sur les 
seconds mais il faut hien 
avouer-que Ics bSiiments du 
Hard Rock Caffi manquem 
cruellemeru d'un systfcmc de sEj. 
curitE performant pdt.. 
d'alarme pour les'bijoux expo¬ 
ses. pas de camEros... 
Un comble quand on 
sail que la moindrc 
habiole encadree peut 
etre revendue plus de 
1000 JD sur le marchE. 
L'ensemble des me¬ 
morabilia est assunS 
pour plus de trois mil¬ 
lions de francs et la 
seule chemise d'Elvis 
pour. 420.000 francs . 
Le Briton s'en est bien 
ti’rE puisqu’au. .lieu 
d'un long sEjour dans 
les cellules jordn- 
nlennes. il a finale- 
ment EtE expulsE du 
royaume. 

MoraliuS : jj ne faut 
pas reveiUer la liquette, 
d'un King qui dorr 

est 

Abdallah Shadid 
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Forbidden love of sheer indulgence 
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Of “^ compulsive 

it *s also ^^ a "ous; 

■ women and more Two. out of five 

intense cravings fc^hc!cn?!S ° men 3(10111 «> 

recent to a 

com°pdH^? S The 

and aromas range ofna ™" 

during the fermenraSon.and 

TOasttng of the cocoa, ton 
and surrounding pulp. 

Savouring a piece of'good 
.quality chocolate is atielect- 
able experience. Not only is 
£* re a perfect balance 
between sweetness and bit¬ 
terness. but careful analysis 
r sv f a J? subtle flavours 
- including fruit wine, sherry, 
caramel. flowers, • tea; 

.almonds, butter and even 
cheese. 

Its texture is also unique 
Cocoa butter—the fat that 
occurs naturally in cocoa 
h«ms--gives chocolate its 
distinctive smoothness and 
its ability to melt at mouth 
temperature. It absorbs heat 
' from the lining of the mouth, 
slowly releasing the rich 
chocolate flavour as itmelts. 

; re™1^? ,y ? ng . the subtJeties of the taste ind , 

' missing the point, 

pome experts think that explanation of choco¬ 
late s.appcal goes beyond the simple pleasure of 
eaung il In explaining why: people get so 

rhS^hr? n -^i 0q0lMc: - ,,le3f look ' to ingratients 
h Ti? hl l? , J I, ® UenCC ^ chem istiy of tfaefcrain. . . 

■ P® add,ctlve Power of chocolate could lie - 
JSi XL?."?" <*£? 300 chemicals detected 

niL There is little: caffeine. but the main stimu-'' 

i? 1 ,15 Sim,Iar ciwmicaL theobromine, named 
after the cocao rree. whose botanidil name Theo- 
hroina is latm for “food of the gods.” 

Another intriguing substance in chocolate is 
ptenylethylamine. of which, thae can be up to ' 

■ShJFEf-’VJff ^ This chemical; ' 
which has a fish-like smell when concentrated 
has been shown to raise blood jpressnre, "pnxtoc- 
heightened sensation and a feeling of we II- 

Recent research has unearthed yet anotherset 
of chemicals that could explain the appeal: ;• 
Researchers at* the Netnbscieifces Institute 1 m ’ 
San Diego discovered a group pf;chemicafr in 
chocolate which may appeal to the;same part of- 
.the'brain as does cannabis. It is not yet >clear ■ 
however, whether these chemicals have any •. 
eneci at the tiny concentrations rawhichttey 
are found *. ', _. V .."■ ;• ..., ;■. , 


^ iS* 1 ! J?(>scn - a professor in the department of 
psychology at the University of Pennsylvania. 
.sufigests.Ow real explanation lies elsewhere. He 
porwructed anexperiraent for a group of under- 

SSS? 02?- tix'vjwws. who experienced 
chocofate cravings. When’ they hud the craving. 
1 ^ lts intensity, They were 

that asked to open a box, eat its contents and 90 

. minutes tucr, rente die craving. • 

• J™*™*"!* wh ?° *ere was nothing in 
x,; P^?P! P e Ppemng the box continued to 

S2 H^'^^ Equaily .unsurprisingly, if there 

. ^ . to*- ?* 

• '.The most'striking results emerged when the 
testers were given capsules 
that contained cocoa power, 
which gave them all the 
chemicals normally found 
in chocolate but none of the 
taste. This did not relieve 

their cravings at all. 

-.There was another intri¬ 
guing result when the test¬ 
ers were given a box con¬ 
taining white chocolate. 
Strictly speaking, white 
chocolate is not really 
“chocolate." because it con¬ 
tains none of the solids 
other than cocoa butter. It 
does not have the aroma or 
chemicals of chocolate, but. 
significantly, : ii has the 
same texture and “melt-in¬ 
die mouth" property. 

, The white chocolate sai- 
S* isfied about half of people's 
, ■ cravings. Adding the cap¬ 

sules containing the chemicals did not make any 
difference to how they rated the craving. 

conclusion drawn by the researchers was 
dtat the allure Of chocolate had little to do with 
its pharmacological properties. 

But if it is not the chemistry thar makes choc¬ 
olate so attractive, could it be psychological? 
home psychologists argue that .we turn to choco¬ 
late for comfort because we associate it with 
treats in our early life. 

Another theory is that we crave- chocolate 
. JjU'gcJy because we feel guilty about eating it. 
we feel trader pressure to eat chocolate with 
• restraint, if at all. 

This may sound far-fetched. Blit consider 
these statistics dted by Rosen about people's 
attitudes jo chocolate. . ' 

Over half of US citizens surveyed considered 
a diet with a portion of chocolate pudding everv 

- day was.less healthy than the same with vanilla 
pudding. A quarter of US college women said 

- that Cm was one of the first three words they 
tiiirtk about when they think of chocolate. One 
tin five women in Philadelphia said they are 
embarrassed to buy chocolate in a shop. 

’.This perception of chocolate is summed up 
tyRosen,as being,“both yummy and bad" 
When taken to excess, it would be hard to argue 
■wth this assessment, .' • ; . 

... 4feying sorted chocolate, the next task is to 
unravel * the compelling attraction of guilt. Did 

chcNsofete? M- . 

, ;: FinanaoIXimes Syndication. 
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Tough attitude of macho 
loses friends for hot new 


By Patrick Goldstein 


HOLLYWOOD —There's noth¬ 
ing like being the hoi new kid in 
town. Just ask Troy Duffy A 
year ago. he was a Hollywood 
phenom. He made headlines in 
the trade papers and was pro¬ 
filed in USA Today and the 
Washington Post after siantns 
an “unprecedented multimif- 
lion-dollur deal" with Miramax 
Films in write and direct his 
firel screenplay, BiXindock 
Saints." 

, It w as an irresistible rags-to- 
riches story. A scruffy 26-vear- 
old college dropouu Duffv had 
been working as a bartender. 
He’d never wrinen or. for that 
mailer, ever read a script hclnre. 
perhaps because he was ion 
busy getting into barroom 
brawls with his brother Taylor, 
his partner in a rock hand called 
the Brood. 

Bui in March 1997. Duffy 
was flying high. TV news crews 
filrrud him drawing beer ;h J. 
Sloans, the landmark West Hol¬ 
lywood bar that Hancv Wein¬ 
stein promised to buy'for him 
after the Miramax co-chairman 
waded into Sloans one night, 
joining Duffy and his pals over 
a pitcher of beer. Before the 
Miramax deal 'was even done. 
Duffy signed a two-picture. 
$500,000 script deal with Para¬ 
mount Pictures. 

On the talent-agent circuit, 
word was that “Boondock 
Saints" was hot: Everyone 
wanted to act in the saga of two 
brawling South Boston fraternal 
twins who seemed like largcr- 
ihan-Iifc versions of Duffy and 
his younger brother. 

■Brad Pitt supposedly was 
interested in playing one of the 
brothers, as was Matt Damon. 
Ewan McGregor and Mark 
Wahlherg had loved the script 
and wanted a pan. Kenneth Bra¬ 
nagh was eager to play an older 
cop character in the film. 

Much of the heal was gener¬ 
ated by Miramax, which pulled 
out nil the stops in its pursuit of 
the project. Weinstein paid 
Duffy more than 5600.000 for 
the script and agreed to lei him 
direct the film. _Weinstein also 
gave Duffy cast approval and a 
$l5-million budget. 

A year later, some of the 
helium has gone out of the bal¬ 
loon, Miramax never made the 
movie, quietly shelving the 
script laid- last year. WeinsteinV 
offer to buy the bar also evapo- 






rated. In t:icl. Duffv c^n't even 
yi> into Sloans anymore. He got 
into it light at ihe bar in Jjnuary. 
was kicked out and w.i* asked 
by management not to come 
Kick. 

"The whole experience was 
surreal. Duffy says. nursing an 
orange juice over lunch inMead 
of his preferred drink— a shot 
of Bushmill's with a screw¬ 
driver chaser. "But il wasn't as 
magical as everybody would 
have you believe'. People start 
talking about money, producers 
stan pulling slick moves, film 
companies don't look out for 
your hast interests. As soon ax I 
signed my deal, some of my 
friends turned on me—you just 
mnke enemies by heing 
successful. 

“It used to be when l*d get 
into it fist fighL everything 
would be cool the next morn¬ 
ing. But now everything is 
under a microscope. If I get into 
a fight or tell someone to 
(expletive) off. they go. 'Ooh. 

>1 s Mr Hollywood.'” 

“Boondock Saints” will still 
be made. Independent producer- 
t entrepreneur Elic Samaha is 
• now hank-roiling the movie, 
which is scheduled to begin 


shooting in July. But the bud act 
has shrunk to jhoui 55 million 
There is no set cast yet, but the 
producers are said to be in dis- 
Missions with Willem Daroc. 
Scan Patrick Flannery and Jon 
Bon Jovi. 

It s not the only movie heing 
made involving 'Duffy. Filnf- 
makers Mark Brian Smith and 
Tony Montana have been taping 
hundreds of hours of Duffy 
meetings and rehearsals—as 
well as his interview with The 
Times—lor a documentary 
titled “Drunk N" Poor." the 
name of one of the Brood's 
songs. 

Dully says he was poor Brow¬ 
ing up in Exeter. New Hamp¬ 
shire. where his father, who had 
studied English literature at Har¬ 
vard. taught high school Ene- 
lish. Duffy excelled in English 
but was otherwise an indifferent 
student known as a 
troublemaker. 

He enrolled at Colorado State 
University but soon dropped 
out. moving to Los Angeles to 
stan a rock band. He worked 
construction and conked in a 
topless bar before landing a bar¬ 
tender's job at Sloans. He was' 
inspired to write a script. like so 


many people, by seeing hun¬ 
dreds of had movies. 

"The straw that broke the 
camel's hack was Jean-Claude 
Van Dammc's 'Sudden 
Death.”' he says. “All I could 
think was. 'I can do hctlcr than 

that."’ 

Duffy had never read a script 
before, so he borrowed one 
from a friend and copied its for¬ 
mat. When he had a finished 
script, he gave it to a friend who 
was working at New Line Cin¬ 
ema. Suddenly Duffy began get¬ 
ting a lot of visitors at the har— 
agents, producers and studio 
executives. 

“I was working, so I had to 
charge 'em all for drinks." he 
says. "They'd be going on about 
the script, and l‘d be saying. 
'Hey. it's $2.50 for the Bud 
Lite."' 

Enthused by Weinstein's 
promises of complete auton¬ 
omy. Duffy sold the script for 
"Boondock Saints" to Miramax. 
That's when his troubles began. 
By most accounts, Weinstein 
bought the script believing it 
could be another 'Cop Land.' a 
griuy drama with the kind of 
colorful roles that would act as a 
magnet for box-office name 


barfly 
script 

actors. But when Duffy had 
trouble allnicting top-level lal- 
cni. Vfiramax's enthusiasm 
quickly cooled. 

In fact, mice the deal was 
signed. Weinstein rarely, i! ever, 
returned Duffy's phone calls. 
Dufly says. 

Weinstein wouldn't comment 
on hrs dealings with Dully, 
which Miramax critics say is 

just die mnsi recent example of 
the company's penchanl for 
making headlines with a splashy 
deal hut later abandoning the 
project. 

N'nr cicryonc puis the blame 
solely nn Minimax. People who 

have dealt with Duffy say the 
novice director created many of 
his problems himself. When 
word surtaicd that Pitt was 
interested m his script. Dully 
showed no interest, telling 
Iricnds he didn't like Pill's Irish 
accent in ihe film The Devil's 
Own.' He wouldn'i meet with 
D.imnn because he thought the 
actor wasn't gritty enough l«tr 
Ihe script. McGregor reportedly 
Irked the script so much that he 
went nut to dinner with Duffy: 
hut the dinner didn't go well 
and McGregor passed nn ihe 
scrip!. 

Duffy rememhers events dil- 
lercnlly. He savs he didn't w'ant 
Pitt because he had .lireadv 
"done .in lush accent and "l 
didn t i hink he should do it 
again" The same went for 
Damon, who was already mak¬ 
ing "Ciofid Will Hunting." As 
for his dinner with McGregor. 
Duffy sounds mystified: "I 
don't know what happened. Wc 
got dnink. we hugged, il was a 
Scm-Irish love affair. Then we 
heard he didn't want to do the 
movie." 

Wahlherg was attached to the 
movie hut dropped out before 
financing could he completed. 
Branagh reportedly fell out 
when no one could meet his 
price. Maybe actors had second 
thoughts about putting their 
careers into the hands of a bar¬ 
room rowdy. 

Duffy insists that his nights 
out drinking and brawling with 
his Ivandnimes :tre a healthy 
rclea.se. “Having a couple of 
drinks is our coping mecha¬ 
nism." he says... What can 1 tell 
you— we're a motley bunch. 

Wc all have the drinking -and 
fighting problem." ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale. Furnished 
'. and unfurnished 

For more information call: 

AbdounReaJ Estate 
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■ ' E-mail address 
abdoun@go.com.jo 
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Thefirst & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabed Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

TakaawaylsavailaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 
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A set of steps, incorporated by a Task Force to 
counter the Year 2000problem (PART 1) 

Every business 
leader is involved 



Generous gesture of His Majesty helps 
deliver more efficient Internet connection 



THIS MONTH marked a min¬ 
ing, point in the history of the 
Internet for providers and 
users alike, owing to the initia¬ 
tive of His Majesty King 
Hussein, who provided the 
country with a much needed 
bandwidth of the highest qual¬ 
ity to bolster the Kingdom's 
Internet infrastructure. 

Internet Service Providers 
should now be able to offer a 
much faster and more reliable 


internet connection to their 
subscribers. 

Additionally, with the com¬ 
ing increase in the number of 
local land lines, ISP's should 
he able to offer an Internet 
connection very much com¬ 
parable to western standards. 

A group of major Internet 
Service Providers tlSPs) have 
officially thanked His Majesty 
King Hussein for his vision 
and foresight, which is a 


source of pride and inspiration 
to all Jordanians. The ISPs 
who thanked His Majesty 
were Global One. NETS and 
Index. 

The team of specialists at 
his His Majesty's Royal Com¬ 
munications played a very 
important role, together with 
the engineers of the Armed 
Forces, in establishing this 
new Internet link in record 


BV. Z|$fD NASSER 


News update 


By Samer Abu Libdeh 
THE BUSINESS community 
in Jordan looks forward to the 
beginning of a new century 
with optimism. As we 
draw closer to this his- 
tone milestone, the antic¬ 
ipation of a growing 
number of business own¬ 
ers and managers, here 
and around the world, is 
rapidly turning into | 

■ apprehension. 

They are confronted 
with the possibility that 
their computer systems 
and global networks may 
fail because of an inabil¬ 
ity to interpret calendar 
dates heyond 1999. 

The implications of the t 
Year 2000 computer 
problem—or the ‘miHen- 
nium bug"— are 
extremely serious and 
may occur in every '— 
aspect of business opera¬ 
tions. The countdown has 
started, and the deadline can¬ 
not he postponed. 

No business is immune, 
every firm is affected— 
cither directly in its own 


operations, or indirectly, by 
the action or inaction of oth¬ 
ers. The supply chain of Jor¬ 
dan's economv is vulnerable. 





Something has to be done 
to convince all business exec¬ 
utives to focus on this prob¬ 
lem and to address it. It is a 
matter of grave national 
importance. 

The Task Force for the 


Year 2000 has been formed to 
address this problem and pro¬ 
vide a set of recommenda¬ 
tions lo be considered by 
business leaders and the 
— government. 

The Task Force for the 
Year 2000 will make 
additional information it 
has produced available in 
general industry. 

This information will 
include CEO perspec¬ 
tives on ihe Your 2000 
challenge, advice on con¬ 
tingency planning. a 
check list for small and 
medium—sized enter¬ 
prises and guidance for 
directors. It will also 
| include links to related 
I Internet sites. 

This materia] is pri¬ 
marily addressed to busi¬ 
ness executives and husi- 

_J ness owners. It does not 

delve into detailed tech¬ 
nical material, because that is 
a task best left to experts and 
is available from specialized 
firms and the vending com¬ 
munity. Thus the below sug¬ 
gestions are addressed pri¬ 
marily to business leaders. 


HP’s massive figures! 
• A report on Hewlett- 
Packard fHP). the world's 
largest primer manufacturer, 
offered some stunning figures. 

Hewlett-Packard makes 
some 2 million printers even- 
month I Of these 500.000 are 
ink jet primers— this could be 
an indication that the ratio of 
laser to ink jet is 3 to I. 

Alsu. Hewlett-Packard has 
an installed a user base of 
some 20 million primers 
worldwide! To understand the 
massive size of this number. 

Recommendations to he 
considered: 
Recommendation /: 

A formal action plan for 
Year 2000 preparedness, if not 
already in place, should he 
immediately implemented by 
every business leader. This 
plan should include, at a mini¬ 
mum. an inventory of all sys¬ 
tems. assessment, conversion 
nr replacement, testing, con¬ 
tingency plans, and key part¬ 
ners' preparedness. 
Recommendation" 2: 

Formal action plans and 
progress reports should he 
made available hy all trade 
partners, with due considera¬ 
tion to the particular commer¬ 
cial und legal circumstances of 
each business. 
Recommendation .?: 

All lending institutions 
should require that corporate 
horrowcr.s incorporate a Year 
2000 plan as a prerequisite lor 


you would have lo imagine 
that, if all these printers were 
m the Arab Near East, every 
single citizen in Jordan. Syria 
and Lebanon would have a 
printer! 

In light of this report. Hew¬ 
lett-Packard is undoubtedly a 
gi.mt. 

3 million AutoCAD 
users worldwide 
• AutoDesk. the software 
company that produces Auto¬ 
CAD. the internationally 
renowned engineering and 
computer-aided design uppli- 

lo.ins. with a target implemen¬ 
tation date nl July I. 1998. 
Recommendation 4: 

The insurance community 
should provide its corporate 
clients with early notification 
of the importance of the Year 
2fkit) issue and of the require¬ 
ment lor the availability of a 
formal Year 2000 action plan. 
It should also make (he issu¬ 
ance/ renewal of an insurance 
p 1 1 icy contingent on the 
availability nf such a plan. 
Recommendation 5: 

It All securities commis¬ 
sions. during 1998 and 1999. 
should review, at minimum a 
20 percent representative 
sample of annual reports nf 
the companies they regulate 
to determine if. in fact, com¬ 
panies reported on Year 2000 
issues in their management 
discussion and analysis, and 
to assess the appropriateness 
of the disclosure. 


cation, has announced that 
AutoCAD sales have broken 
the 3 million mark worldwide. 

This is an impressive figure 
that affirms AutoCAD's dom¬ 
inance in its software cate¬ 
gory. Into its fourteenth 
release. AutoCAD R14, the 
software looks set to maintain 
its lead. AutoDesk also pro¬ 
duces architectural solutions 
(AEC 5.1 & 3D Studio). GIS 
(AutoDesk MapGuide. Auto¬ 
CAD Map and AutoDesk 
World), and mechanical solu¬ 
tions (Mechanical Desktop). 

All securities commissions, 
either us a matter of regula¬ 
tory mandate or administra¬ 
tive policy, should promote 
Year 2000 preparedness as a 
consideration in the due dili¬ 
gence process associated with 
mergers and acquisitions.■ 

To be continued next 
week in The Star 
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The Internet market in Jordan: 

Growing, looking better! 

The iMt couple of months have wirnessetf some major 

in theta! market in terms of ^ 

of customer feedback, which generally classifies Internet 

“^"P^ers (ISPs) have 

circuits and increased their service speeds- or an. hard at wo* 

t0 Of oourse. the latest announcement of the n.iliration enhe 
Hashem 2 satellite link is a major developmcnun the ngta j 
direction, thanks to the generous and supportive gesture by 
His Majesty King Hussein. . _ ■■. 

• Moving onto the state of Internet users m 
would be difficult t a correctly estimate the number users. 

but. as always, we can make a 'rough guess. 

NETS claims some 3.500 users while Gtonal OneJ“S.£: 
advertise— five months ago— that it had hu 
would be faith to assume that FirstNct and Index each ha^ 
several hundred, possibly a thousand in the case nt index.ftt-*. 
mus BBS claims some seven hundred and Hliy users. 

In total, it seems that the number ol Internet and undine, 
subscribers in Jordon still hovers at around 10 to 11 thousixL- 
Here it is important to note the overlap m subscribers- 
among services. Many Global One subscribers are also NET?, 
subscribers, so this would have to he taken into consideration: - 
as pan of any survey. . 

In any case, there is something of a slowdown in Inf cruet ■. 
subscriber growth in the country This is a comment we 
received through one ISP. but wc think that the number of- 
subscribers is still growing at a higher rate than before. It may 
just be that this particular ISP witnessed less growth. : 

The cause of such a decline is probably due to the heavy I 
competition in the local ISP market. The recent entry of a fifth j 
provider. Join-Net. has also played a role in further widening ; 
the user-base. • ,'j 

Of course, more providers isn't a bad thing ai all. It means- 
more choice for users, and lower prices. 

In the US. it is common to have hundreds of ISPs in'tte 
same city. Of Course, many are sub-providers who hookrep < 
with a regional AT&T. MCi or other hub. 

This is essentially what our own providers are doing. r ■ 

Some important developments in the Internet market.don't 
seem to be picking up quickly in Jordan. A good example on 
this is Internet via satellite which is taking the world hy storm, ' 
due to the fact that it utilizes a technology nor bound hy 
bandwidth.' - - . . * 

Although providers in Jordan do offer this service, it seems 
that users.are somewhat slow to adopt it. • 

-Also, for a number of years now. a company in the Palestin¬ 
ian Territories has been offering a Wireless Internet service! 
No such service has emerged in Jordan, hut that could possi¬ 
bly be due to the many technical difficulties involved which 
have even been witnessed by the supplier across the border I - 
In any case, the Internet craze is still going strong in Jor-' 
dan. and you can witness it on both business an domestic lev¬ 
els. It is a sheer pleasure to receive business cards from people 
which include email addresses, and it's great to know that 
many Jordanians—some of whom don’t even have computers 
at home—are making it a point to have-an email address. It's 
just like the young girl, who summed it'up to me in a Amman 
Internet Cafe, said, “my hot mail address is ray passport to the 
worfd’.B 
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NC farm offers 
refuge to big cats of 
every stripe, spot 
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By Bill McAllister 

PITTSBORO. N.C.—At first his neigh¬ 
bors thought Michael Bleyman was just 
another professor bringing work home to 
his 60-acre farm on the edge of town. But 
then the zoology researcher added another 
animal lo the budding menagerie: a tiger. 
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Bleyman. who was going through a 
divorce at the time, told colleagues he got 
the tiger in hopes his estranged wife 
would never return to the farm. She didn't. 
Bur hundreds of other people have, trans¬ 
fixed by the vision of a former University 
of North Carolina professor whose love of 
big cats transformed a hilly dump of pine 





'Cc.vY'-T'w 


- '' , 


* H*r r f 




.Mr — . r . 

a ■-'m 


"A-js .• 
N- :- v£>. ■ . A v : a A 

■ . - , 


Douglas Evans and Nancy Schonwalter play with bvo clouded leopards on the North Caro - 
Una farm they manage, photo by Ben McAllister 


trees, red clay and chain-link fences into 
one of ihe nation's largest liger preserves. 

Today, two years after the professor's 
death from cancer, his farm 20 miles south 
of the university in Chapel Hill is home to 
more than 270 animals. Among them: 27 
tigers, one lion. 50 binturongs. 25 ocelots, 
three cougars, nine leopards, three jaguars. 

three tayras. three prisons, 
four snow leopards. 25 fcin- 
kajous. plus scores of cara¬ 
cals and servals and a sun 
hear. 

“How do you make a 
] humane place for these ani¬ 
mals?" asked Nancy 
Schonwalter. a former 
video producer who suc¬ 
ceeded Bleyman. as she 
strolled unarmed in .1 
chain-1 ink cage with two 
large tigers. "This is what 
wc consider humane and I 
don't know of any other 
place that has the quality of 
life for tigers wc have 
here." 

Stunning us such claims 
may seem in a rural stretch 
of the Carolina piedmont 
that once knew nothing 
more exotic than a jack 
rabbit, the Carnivore Pres¬ 
ervation Trust that Bley¬ 
man created to preserve 
endangered meat-eating 
animals hns 'turned into a 
pan of the landscape. With 
dnnated chickens from the 
area's poultry plants, 
unsold fruits from grocery 
stores in the nearby 
Research Triangle, about 
$350,000 a year in dona¬ 
tion and hundreds of vol¬ 
unteers eager to feed the 
animats. Bleymon's trust 
has achieved a respectabil¬ 
ity that has iocal officials 
singing the praise of a farm 
chat once alarmed 
townsfolk 

Officials say they have 
no complaints about the 
animals and poinr out how 
popular environmental 
causes are in a onec- 
imposerished. rural county 
that has become a bedroom 
community for Chapel Hill 
and the Triangle's many 
, _ scientific organizations, 

ft Caro- Th a ; nor the Way things 
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TIGERS: Construction manager Douglas Evans of the Carnivore Preservation Trust with two of ihe 27 Users on the 
farm, hoto by Ben McAllister. * 


shortly alter Bleyman began stocking his 
r'ann with exotic creatures in the early 
1‘>7 ik— like the time that a tiger slipped 
our of its cage and was discovered wander¬ 
ing around the neighborhood. 

"That l.inJa made folks nervous," said 
Charles Broyles. He came home to dis¬ 
cover his aging parents, who live next door 
to Bleyman. unnerved by the episode. The 
county responded by enacting a wild- 
animal ordinance that forced construction 
of a 12-foot high chain fence around the 
perimeter. 

Suite the harrier went up. Schonwalter 
says there h;ne heen few of the escapes 
that troubled the farm in its infancy. 
Groups th.t! enter the fenced compound 
cat ry two-way radios and around the big- 
cat cage- there arc a number of chain-link 
"CNcapo cages” into which workers can 

lice if one of the big cats gels free. 

Like Bleyman. Schonwalter exhibits lit¬ 
tle I'car ot the cals, walking unarmed into a 
cage with one of the animals she helped 
raised from birth and another, a recently 
rescued male from Texas. “The way to 
confront a tiger is to go directly toward it 
because a tiger has never had anything 
come at it before in its life." she said. “You 
psyche them out. " 

The farm stopped breeding figers several 
years ago. Schonwalter said, because there 
were more than enough available for zoos. 
The trust slid breeds other, smaller animals 
lor /oik jnd has recently opened an ani¬ 
mal-breeding project in Laos, a project that 
/no specialists say puts the group more in 
tine w ith current preservation practice.. 


But that has not stopped the growth of 
the tiger farm’s big-car population. Most 
come from what the trust calls "rescues." 

When police in Houston last year dis¬ 
covered an emaciated tiger tethered to a 
downtown tree, it was the Carnivore Pres¬ 
ervation Trust that they called to care for 
the animal. When a suspected drug dealer 
was discovered driving around Durham in 
a Mercedes-Benz with a tiger cub in a back 
seat, it was the CPT that the courts asked 
to care for the animal. It was the same after 
Virginia game authorities seized three 
tigers from a tiny trailer near Harrisonhure 
in 1996. 

It is legal to own wild animals in many 
states. Many people believe they are fash¬ 
ionable. “a step up from pit bulls.” Schon- 
. waiter says. 

Tina Dreyfus, a spokeswoman for the 
Washington-based World Wildlife Fund, 
agreed. "Big cats are the calling cards of 
drug dealers ... quite a status thing among 
the dealers.'.' she said. 

Yet the cuddly animals that many own¬ 
ers warn quickly become life-threatening 
creatures, and the problems begin for both 
man and beast. 

That's often when the CPT is osked to 
care for animals that others have aban¬ 
doned. If it can. find a willing, sponsor— 
arte sometimes if it cannot—the farm will 
agree to take the cats. The trust persuaded 
Houston officials to raise $8,000 for the 
stranded tiger found there and it got a Dur¬ 
ham bar to pledge another $1,000 a year 
for his food. 

All that gdts a tiger is a' fenced home. 


many about one to two acres and one that 
covers nine acres, complete with its own 
pond. Still, these are] not the well-' 
manicured tiger displays, like those at the/. 
National Zoo in Washington, that attempt 
to re-create a tiger’s native environ mem. 

For that.- CPT officials offer no apology. 
"We're not a zoo. Wc-re a living gene 
pool.” sard Douglas Evans, the fnnn’s con-.. 
struction manager, as he led a' visitor, 
around the'compound.... : ^ 

Most -nt the animals arc not whdi offi-- 
cites here describe us zoo creatures, uni- 'V 
mals the public wants-to view. Most of the _ 
270 animals here are like the ungainly^hin,- 
turong, a block. Furry animal with a tong... 
prehensile tail. It’s an animai -Bleymnft 
wonted to preserve because it. plays.a criti-; . 
cal role is dispensing seeds throughout the . r 
rain forests of southeast Asia:'' ' • 1 /V; ’. 

Schonwalter says tlje conditions, for (he 
animals here are belter than the crowded' 
cages and cruelty that many have known.' 
Based on their weight'and (heir rcprbdiie- -. 
live status, she said, the trust has a good ,' 
track record. . • .;: 

As for the neighbors, their main com-; / 

. plaint these days is the noise. “It's a roar-. 
ing,^twice a day. every morning and at sun-' 
set," said Broyles. “I guess you have tn 
accept if as part of the price of living.in Jhe •. j 
countryside.”* _ . £ f 'j 
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